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Arms row follows 
Ulster’s Yes vote 
| 
| 


John Mullin *HoW-theyivated: aE 

AVID TRIMBLE, learler ùf 
D':. Ulster lionisls, sif 

walled the nexı phase in 
Nurthern lrelaunkl's political trans- 
farmallun last Sunday when he (le- 
umded n clenr pleige fram ihe 
Sinn Fein presilent, trerry Alans. 
that the IRA was Hnished with vio- 
lence for’ gurl, 

Mr Trimble. buuyecl by an iın- 
pressive 7.1 per cal vote ior tho 
(tod Friday agrurınienl, xaicl il wits 
vil ıow tha binn Fcin realiseel 
tere was neilbher support nor jusl ie 
fiealion tor undlentocriti. nuvlhctidls. 
The Yes campalgen wis backed by il 
lel f jer" Cent of nalionudisls. 

Nr Trimble suikl: "The time lii 
cme for Mir Adams lo deliver, It 
cuultl slat ofl wilb i Clcar Sule 
ıuenl Wil Us seualid ite war is 
ove hal Liere is i comımimestıl LU 
peacetul meus: (hat there will e 
nû relurn to violet.” 

Northern [rem vnerl 7l.] per 
veNL tu BD per Cent In avour of the 
agreement, which will involve clecI- 
ing a HH-se#at assembly aon June 2, 
Voters in Ihe Irish Republic aulso 


Northern Ireland 


E76,9€6 voles 274,879 votes 


¢ Electoralts 1,175,403 
¢ Tuırnmut 80.98% 551,845} 


Repubilce of Ireland 


1.442.583 voles B§.748 votes 


E NY ratified 7 deal | “GEigotorate 2,749,208 
though they were asked If they ا‎ 1 
agreetl to the republic waiving its Tm f BR. 0% (1,824,201 


constitutional claim to the North. 

It was the first all-Irelancl poll 
since 1918. The results came on the 
200th anniversary of the 1798 rebel- 
lion, when Protestant and Catholics 
joined forces against their English 
oppressors, 

Mr Adams repeated his demands 
to meet Mr Trimble, wiro so far has 
refused to speak to him. The Sinn 
Fein leader wants to discuss this 
July's annual Orange march at 
Drumcree, near Portadown, Co Ar- 
magh. He wants Mir Trimble, whose 
Upper Bann constituency includes 
Drumeree, ta uae his influence to 
stop the Protestant parade. 

The march has sparked violent 
clashes for the past four years as the 
Orangemen iried to march down 
the nationalist (Garvaghy Road. 
There are fears that this year will be 
the waı'st yet. 

Mr Adams refused to talk about 
decommissioning weapons until 
after Drumcree. "Yau talk ta me 
about decommissioning. Talk to me 
about that after July 12 if these 
parades go aheacl. Talk to me aboul 
it after the Tour of the North in 
Belfast. Talk to me if the RUC hack 
their way down the Grarvaghy 
Roacl." Mr Aclams satcl on Sunday. 

Mr Trimble. himaell an Örange- 
man. is on weak gruund at Drurm- 
cree, He won the leadership of the 
Ulster’ Unionists in 1995 after his 
hardline stance iı backing the 
Orangemeır’s right to march there, 

Mr Adams, who sail the signifl- 
cance of fhe peace deal was that tire 
guns were silent, appeared to be at- 
tempting to deflect attention from 

decomınissioning of weapons. It is 
the one issue that threatens the 


working of the assembly ancl power- 
sharing executive, The agreenıenl 
binds parties only to using their’ 
influence lo try to ensure all para- 
military weapons are handed in 
witkin two yeara, 

Although the deal contains na 
guarantees, the British and Irish 
governments have pledged to have 
decommissioning schemes in force 
by the end of next month. 


Analysls, page 9 
Comment, page 12 


EU waters down 
arms sales code 


Callfornla counts 6 
cost of dreaming 


South Lebanon 
makes Israel bleed 


The Pope takes 22 


on the pagans 


Mulitinatlonals and 23 
thelr unholy pacts 


we 
Saudi Arabia SA 6.50 
Spaln P 300 
Sweden SKI 
Switzerland SF 3.80 
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Asian values under attack . . . S 


President Suharto bowed to pressure and stood down after ruling 


PHOTO.CHOO YOU-KONG 


was more than offset by the 
strength of their opponents in the 
socalled “fuuctional constituent 
cies”, While the Democratic party 
leader, Martin Lee, won a seat with 
143,843 votes, an insurance broker 
secured a “functional constituency" 
seat with 94 vatea. 

Such unfairness outraged Hong 
Kong democrats and provoked a4 
demand for all members to be 
directly elected in future. Even pro- 
China candidates such as Mr Tsang 
voiced unease. 

China, and the ınan it appointed 
to run Hong Kong, the shipping ty- 
coon Tung Chee-hwa, have made it 
clear that they will resist attempts to 
speed up the pace ol democratic re- 
form outlined in the Basic Law, a 
constitution scripted by Beijing, Ã 
bigger headache for China, though, 
will be calls in other parts of the 
country for a taste of what Hong 
Kong already has. e 

"The presence of Hong Kong as a 
free and open society. within Chir 
nesê territory ... has A tremendous 
impact ou China," said Albert Ho, 
another Democratic party victor. ' 

*Pegple here speak . their mind 
without fear . , . Across the Shen- 
zhen river .there.are so many prohr 
bitions. People will ask: why the 
difference?” es 


Comment, page 12 


his country for 32 years (see story, page 3) 


sarily lead to confrontation between 
the elected assembly and the goY- 
erament, do not necessarily make 
political parties adopt a short- 
sighted populist line,” sald Tsang 
Yok-shing, leader of the main pro- 
Beijing party, the Democratic AF 
liance for the Betlerment of Hong 
Kong. 

Mr Tsang scraped to victory İn 
Kowloon West. Ironically, his vic- 
tory, along with that of a handful of. 
other pro-Beijing candidates who 
dared to stand for directly elected 
seats, may sharpen Beijing's un- 
ease. China will find it more difficult 
to dismiss an election won by ome 
of ifs supporters. 

Compared with Hong Kong's pre- 
vious election in 1995, last Sunday's 
poll was in some ways a step back- 
wards. It was less (leınocratic than 
the last British-suptr vised poll, held 
under an electoral system devised 
ly the governor, Chris Patten. . 

With Mr Patten gone and, his 
relnrms serapped, Hong Kong 
retreated to a systeın in wlıich 40 of 


the 6O0 members of the legislative . 


council; were .chosen by smal! 
groups of professionals and an 
electoral college stacked with pror 
Beijing. stalwaris. i 
The big winners in the 20Û con- 


tests İn which universal .suffrage ' 


applied were the Democratic party: 
and its allies. Their success, though, 
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| China puts 


brave face 
on HK poll 
setback 


Andrew Higgins in Hong Kong 


HEN Asia's longest-serving 
ruler steppecl to the miurn- 
phone in Jakarta's Merdeka Palace 
last week to bow to an unsloppalle 
momentum for change, Chinese 
television screens carryihg (the 
pietures from CNN sucldenly went 
blank. A fuzzy fog enveloped the 
| we satellite images of Presiclent 
Suharto's surrender. 
Morr threalening lo leaders in 
, Beijing, though, may be Ibe images 
1 hat fashed across the big elev 
| runi screegs in the Hong Kong 
1 Exhibiion and Convenlion Centre 
ın Monday, They gave the linal 
, Tells of the firsl cemocralic elec- 
, n held on Chivese territory since 
he 1849 revalution, 
, İnsteadl of concealing (he vole, 
China's official medi celebratecl il, 
deed, the official New China 
ts Agency (Xinhua) Sconpecl 
rien Hong Kong's electoral cum- 
teslon to announce a Lurnuul ul 
3 per cent in last Sunday's poll. 


Ri İn a city supposedly uıinlereslecl 
3 


Politics, nearly 1.5 million peuple 
hravel torrential rains Lo vote, Tlie 
lrnout not only confounded Hong 
Kong punclits but challenge (he 

, re principles of socalled Axiaıı 
; ues — anı authoritarian creel 
drealy jettisoned in South KoréR, 
dûwan, the Philippines, and masi 
recently Indonesia, but still em- 
raced in Beijing, 

tople in the rest ol China will 
be thinking, ‘If Hong Kong can have 
Such an open election, why not us?" 
said Andrew Cheng, a leader of the 

Mucratic party. “I don't think 'one 


| untry, two systems’ can really 


in the long run. We are all‏ ا 
e should Hang Kong‏ ا 
Tee elections b‏ ,-, 
mall i" ns but not the‏ 
mainland media gave exten-‏ 4 ا 
nts overage to the turmoil in Indlo-‏ | 
Sla while barely mentioning the‏ 
acetyl protests of students whose‏ 
j alion of the parliament in‏ 1 
Arla revived uncomfortaole‏ 


ٍ memories of the Chinese students 


‘10 ocrcun! 
f: u Cupled Tiananmen Square in 


' a Octalle reforms in Taiwiın 
“an o MeRted with much the 
lly] Opt. When the island 

a Ils first real presidential elec- 

nl ll March I99, Clıina re- 

ei by testing ballistic niasiles 


A Hong Kong's masler, how 
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tions wilh Marlin Keown anıl Tun 
Adan, geting himself cavllursi 


lur a late hıngge on the laller atil j 


endl uf Ihe first half 1 

The ane Moruenl vif jute Shea | 
ume in Ihe Gh minule, cuurirs 
ol Keowı treding on Ihe bi 
Sheers spuvd of reaclioll 4 
bredlhlakiig as he muved anu 
he lefedey before whipping ak: 
ul shit beyorel Ihe reach af lul 
SttMin, only to see Ihc lrall can i 
bach uff the insicle of Ihe far pus. 

Iwo nminules earlier Nie 
Dabizas, Newcastle's Greek venir 
back, had hence a free-kick fy 
Lee aguinsl Lhe Arsenal bar. Fur 
minutes laler Anelka put the e 
cume beyontl whatever doubt nisl 
slill have lingtrerl on. 


1 
HL 
+ 


1 


ment at Liverpuol and Blackbur ix 
a matter ûf record, but the further 
his Playing days fall behind hin lhe 
mure vuulibus he becomes, Pislone 
antl Wûarren Bartar were suppused 
lo gang up om Overmars, but ihe 
upping gual clestroyed tint pli. 
Meanwhile tue ıse will whirl Dar 
lour continuilly sped pist Slur! 
Pere bame An ambarrassuunt, 
Yet Newcastle did not Iry lo cirry 
the gane lo Arsenal until (he titcly 
was mure than half lost. anıl 
Ualglish's subslitutions wore mere 
afterthoughts. 

The absence of an unfit Keitlı 
Gillespie condemned Alan Shenrer 
to a Cup final without crosses, [lie 
England striker spent nmıuch of his 
time in lone and fruitless confronta- 


Scottish Cup final: Heart of Midlothian 2 Rangers 1 


Stout Hearts win the day 


menal and thelr prospects, lm : 
cluding an hıcreage in aeason’ : 
ticket sales, give them a chant : 
uf ııchieving financial atablity 


that they have not enjoyed sirt | | 


ıe seventies. 

Walter Smith, the outgoing : 
Rangers manager, was not : 
helped by the suspension of Jord: 
Albertz, the injury to Jonas 
Thern and ت ا‎ to 
Middlesbro of Pa : 
Gascoigne, which stripped ¥ ; 
hia first-choice midfield. | 

He waa left with such player | 
as Stuart McCall, Jan Ferg) 
and Rino Gattuso, who are 
celebrated for thelr creativi: 
Ian Durrant replaced Hall | 
midway through the aecond blı 


but by then the Edinburgh sl Î ' 


were 2-0 up and the cup WAS | 
being decorated with ıaarO0™ 
and-white ribbons. 

Colkn Cameron converted ! 
penalty awarded after a 3 ا‎ 
seconds when Fergusort tP! | 
Steve Fulton. In the 52nd! ا‎ 
minute Adam brushed P48 
somsolent Lorenzo Amon, 
collect Rousset’s long ball r0", 
free-kick and drive it aver fê |) 


“"t. Beijing has hud to applaud a 
line ofthe goalhecper At ib or nt, while fr fromm ul 
Goram, .'. dre [lf I Inia, a. WOU mark a revo- 

MeColst, wo ho ath 1f. 0 I were extended from the‏ و 
E‏ ا ime pulled a goal back wil  - rne colny to‏ 
١ . 2 billion j‏ . , 
ا eight minutes left, but yy ıı land China.‏ 
Rangers’ only impact o | One that China will learu that‏ 


ONS ... do ngt nec- 
to chaos,.do not neceg- 


EMoer 3 2 
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Patrick Qlenn at Celtic Park 


ITH the votes already in, 

Jim Jefferies did not have 
to win the cup to be named 
Bell's Manager of the Year, But 
steering Hearts to their firat tro- 
phy im almost four decades was 
exhilarating vindication of the 
panelllats’ judgment. 

Jefferies was presented with 
the award at the annual dinner 
of the Scottish Football Writers" 
Association last Sunday, but it 
did pot compare with the 
elatlon induced by his beloved 
club's achievement the day 
before. 

“I knew nothing would com- 
pare with thia,” sald Jefferlea 
after Hearts won the cup the flrst 
time since 1956; their last 
trophy of any kind had been the 
League Cup of 1962. 

Ttwas Jefferles’s husbanding 
of meagre means which brought 
him recognition fram the media 
as well as triumph in the cup. 

Jefferiea'a extraordinary ex- 
ploitation of the Bosman ruling 
— he signed the Frenchmen 
Gilles Rousset and Stephane 
Adam, Stefano Salvatori from 
Italy, and Thomas Floge! from 

Austria — ban allowed the club's 
directors to complete Tyne- : 
caste’s redevelopment. Hearta 
are still in debt, but the : 
progress they have made in the . 
past two years has been pheno- 


Ulp for the Cup... Skipper Tony Adame lifts the trophy nt Wemhley 
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cure the Double as a player-man- 
Ager. A week earlier he had scored 
the goa! at Chelsea which returnecl 
lhe league championship to Anfield 
from Goodison. How far away all 
this seemed as a Newcastle sile 
shar'n of the idiosyncratic bul be- 
guiling talents of Kevin Keegan's 
leam trunclledl inlo action along pre- 
dtictable liues, like (rams caught up 
iı a Formula One race, 

Though the performance was 
ıowlcere near As abject as {he 
supine response of Joe Harvey's 
team to Liverpool's bewildering pal- 
terns of passing antl mouvement in 
the 1974 final, Newcastle's followers 
went honiıe feeling more disgrun- 
{led than ever, 

Dalgliah's success in manage- 


6 Normal on Frank (15}] 
fT Way out of the Maze? (6) 
8 Aspinner whose pride's hurt {6)} 
15 Philosopher arouses new 
University (8) 
16 Rellglous leader spilling pail in 
church {6) 
17 Refuse, but put up chancs to 
win something (4-3) 
18 Beggar missing hls first boat (7) 
20 "My herd's astrayl": Bo’ Peep 
and shesp did (6) 
23 e caught harbouring a post 
(5) 
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Football FA Cup final: Arsenal 2 Newcastle O 


Red-hot Arsenal earn 
Double distinction 


Howey for the second after 69. 
Towards the end, Kenny Dalglish's 
heavy-legged Newcastle players 
were reduced te going through the 
motions, 

English's football's eighth Dou- 
bfe, and its fourth in 13 seasons, had 
never been irı serious Joubt. Realis- 
tically the only paints at issue were 
whether Arsènec Wenger's sile 
could reproduce at Wembley the 
quality of foatball whiclt hacl accont 
panied their sıırge to the title and, if 
so, what Iresh meauıs Newcasile 
coulcl find to stop them. 

The answer was that, given tlie 
appusilian's manifold limitations, 
Arsenal played only as well as they 
ncecdled to in the heat, There were 
times, particularly in the first half, 
whert their passing becaıne uncliar- 
acleristically slipshod and, though 
Anelka coupe well enough without 
the assistance of the unfit Dennis 
Bergkanmy, Lhe spectacle would 
have bencfited Irom the Duleh- 
man vultiured presence. 

Wenger, already assured of a 
place in Euglish foutball history hy 
becoming lhe [irst forcign manager 
1D lake a lezun to tlie championship, 
NOW has a bar to go with his clistin- 
guished service medal. A long and 
lucrative contract at Fliglıbury 
should be his for the taking, the 
Chan1ıpions League less so, 

Jt is 1]? years since Kenny 
Dalglish helped Liverpool beat 
Everton in tte FA Cup final to ge- 


David Lacey at Wembley 


HIS time the FA Cup follower 

the league chanıpionship lo 

Higlbury at the double. 
There have been more dlistin- 
guished Wembley triumphs, bul it is 
harcl to remember a final being won 
witlı the sheer pace of Arsenal's vic- 
lury ûvtr Newcastle lasl Satuırclay, 
or a slulecess thal wel so much lo 
Ihe cuntributioR ef a single player, 
in lbhis csc Ray Parlour. 

TIuless Glenn Hoclelle clanges his 
minl. Parlour will nol make even the 
uuler fringes of lhe Englarxl Worle 
Cup squad. To the uniuiliatecl, after 
Ihis pertormance, the Arsenal man's 
early exclusion from Hoddle"s plans 
will be as clecp a mystery 4s the Con 
{inutd involventent iıı (henı of Ncw- 

cislle's Robert lec, 

Like David Balty, anutlur Eny- 
lund medlium-pacer, Lee put in Q0 
ıninutes of hones! toil on û stifling 
afternoon, but aparl (rom Batly ruf 
fling Patrick Vieira carly on with A 
jir ring tackle (here was little 1e hall 
Arsenal's progress to û secorcl Dolı- 
ble. Parlour became lhe tlominating 
ifluence us Newcaslle's miclficlcl 
was imcreasingly oulilanked and 
uutrun. U hal Speeel but no pace. 

The goals saicl it all. Mare Over 
mars, release by a scoop fronı 
Emmanuel Petit ouıtsiripped 
Alcssandro Pistone for the first after 
23 nlinutes: Nicolas Anelka, set up 
by Parlours pass, ouutran Steve 
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welk (7) 


26 Timberlinê in novelist's stata of 


rapose (11) 


Down 
1 Cheeky kids who steal fish in 


person (15) 


2 Coleridge was one who played 


for Surrey ard Erıgiand {5} 


3 Miix-up whan old Welsh boxer 


has a turn (7} 


4ã Outstanding, lke Some One 


expecting too much? (7) 


5 Type of cultured Mex, peari (8) 
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س 
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24 Contemporary stage {7) 
25 Keep quiet about trip up ralsed 


نرا 


EEE 


Across 


1 Ball-girls who miss the trip? {11} 
9 Bamacle BII, perhaps (7) 
10 It could clear tha ball (3-4) 
11 With character {9) 
12 What the gondolier did with 
qulet song (5) 
13 Nob!leman in Pearly King's court 
(4) 
14 Meet her of great potential {10) 
16 Comedians rnaking a big hit {10} 
19 On safari, keeps af a distance 
4 


(4) 

21 What Romulus caled his 
guardian conatellatlon {5) 

22 How a gully ran uneasily? {9} 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 3 


The Week 


UNGARIANS voted for par- 

ties opposed to the Iincun- 
bent Socialista, opening the way 
for a centre-right coalition. Final 
resulta gave the Civic Party 148 
seata in the 3886-member parlia- 
ment. The Soclalista were 
second with 134 sacats. 

Weshington Post, pags 15 


URKISH police arrested tro 

gunmen and three others 
suspected of organising an 
altack on the human rights ac- 
dvîst Akin Birclal. The suspects 
were said to be former members 
of an ultra-nationnlist group. 


WO brathcrs convictecl of 

killing nine German tourists 
mû their EFgyplan driver ouside 
lhe Egyptian Muscum have becıı 
hangecdl in prison. 


NÊ af Brazil's most iınpn1- 

tant indigenous lvinders, 
Frarıcisco de Assis Araujo, was 
shat dead as he was parking his 
car in a small town 2-fOkm from 
Recife. 


NIILITARY court in Congo 

jailed two prominent 
opponenta of President Laurent 
Kabila fur violating a biın on 
poliüicul activity. The disgraced 
army tehicf, Masasu Nindanun, 
was scntcencoed to 20 years while 
apposition politician Joseplı 
Olenghankoy got 15 years. 


N EXPLOSION devastated a 

church in Danville, Hlinols, 
injuring about 32 membera of 
the moslly white congregation. A 
church 25km away waa dam- 
aged in a blast earlier this year. 


EARLY 70 people died and 

40 were feared buried after 
anı earthquake shook central 
Bolivia. 


NM TLITANTS wielding sticks, 
stones and chains broke up 
a democfacy rally of about ` 
2,000 students in Tehrnn. At 
least 20 people, e 
atudents, were injured. 


PD 4%IsTanı army cotaman- 
doa overpowered three men 
who tried ta hijack a plane en 
route from Batuchistan to 7 
Karachi, It landed in Hydrabadl, 
in Pakistan, but the hijackera ` 
were led to believe it had, as 
requested, cronsed into [ndia. 


=F" HREÈ gang members .' 
: 8 convicted of murdering the 
Oscar-winning Killing Fields 
actor Hailing Ngor in Los Angles 
ini 1996 were glyven prison 

r ranging from 26 years 
tolife, 7”, | 


F RANK SINATRA ordetëd that. 
onê who conlested his will 
be disjnhêrited, His widow 
Barbara wlll receive $3.5 million 
plus thteé Hhouges. Children, 
Tina, FrankIr aud Nancy each 
receive $200,000, aud his first 
wife Nancy 8250,000. Prank Jr . 
also géts the rights ty Sinatra's. 
sheet music. ا‎ 
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Twa prominem polllical prisoners, 
lhe labour’ leader Muchtar Pakpalıaıı 
and the Suharto critic Sıi Bintang Pa- 
mungkas, were freel from Jakarta's 
Cipinang Prison on Monclay. 

Speaking (rom a prison balcuuy, 
they earlier told housiıncdls of cheer- 
ing supporters {heir releise was only 
the slarl of a hrgescale amnesty. 
"The governıinent his agrecrl all 
palitical prisoners will be sclectively 
freer," they said, to loucl cheer’s, 

Amid chaotic scenes al a pxıcked 
news conference inside the prison, 
the justice minister", Mr Muladi, saircl 
the government would review thet 
files of all political prisoners. The 
staged release is expected to take 
three months. 

“This is our Bastille day," said 
Goenawan Mohamecl, a former 
magazine editor and respected 
writer, adding that it was Mir Habi- 
hie's chance “to be rcmembered in 
Indonesian history as a liberator", 

But prisoners involved in armed 
uprisings, ordinary criminal of 
fences, or linked to the violence in 
1965 that followed what the Suharto 
government called a coup attempt 
against then president Sukarno, 
would not be freetl, Mr Muladi saitl. 
Such conditions mean that the East 
Tinorese resistauce leader, Xanana 
Gusmao, is unlikely to be freed, 

The military also cantinues to 
oppose the release of thase linked 
to the former Communist party, in- 
cluding Cipinang's longest-serving 
prisoner, Lieutenant-Colonel Latiel, 
aged 72, jailed 33 years ago. , 


Martin Woollacott, page 12 
Le Monde, page 13 
Washington Post, page 10 . . 


which is still ã Serblan provinçe, 
asks why Montenegro with a third of 
Kosovo's population should have 
status of a federal repüblic. If Monte- 
negro goes independent, thie Alban- 
ian argument will be unstoppable, ' 
® Ethnic Albanian ‘leader's , in 


Kosövo made new concessions a9 


they discussed tie province's fiture 
with Serbian negotiators in Pristina. 
Under pressure from ‘the United 
States, they abandorıed çalls. for in- 


ternationgl mediatioi by meeting 


Mr Milosevic this mohth. Last week 
they. dropped their insistence that 
they would only deal with Yugoslav 
representatives, :so as not t6 accept 


Serbian jurisdiction in the province, 


The Kosovo lèadeıs are also 
being squeezed by the growing 
power of the the Kosovo Liberation 


Army, which says there can be no 


déal short of full independênĞe. 


GUARDIAN WER, ' BUAROAN WEEKLY 
May 31 14i, May 31 1888 
Brlefly STRIKING miner sits on a 
: Afiiway fine to block trains 
۰ near the Siberian town of 
و‎ political debate in Germa! Prokopyevsk last week. 

, Stl centres on the neoky On Monday miners disman- 
gains in the state election of Saxo, tled barricades on the Trans- 
Anhalt (Innıigrants targeted ùl Şlberian and most other railways 
wake uf lar-riglıt win, May 10). bıll | afer a twa-week strike, but said 
instead of an analytical approach 5: they would return if the govern- 
to how to tackle prevailing raa; ment falla to pay several months 


altitudes and activities, the mı of overdue wages and meet other 
guverning forces in Bonn — eşe *#} | demands. However, several 
cially the Bavarian CSU — prit (f ` | thousand miners in northern 


us with only aıı ambivalent picture. Russla vowed to continue strik- 
Their rationale seenıs to be lı ing and blocking a railway. 
integrate any antiforeigner prope The blockades stranded more 
gaiida spread by the far right DW!Î | than 600 trains throughout 
(German People's Union) into thei’ Russia at the peak of the strike 


current pre-election campaign 1' 
cloubt that the incorporation of. 
extrene-righl atlitucles into German 
politics can under any circur 
stances be the aıniswer to the ple. 
nomenal increase in racist atlacksin ' 
this country. 

Mirja Lindberg. 

Schwabach, Germany 


last week and forced senior 
cabinet ministers to rush to 
ming regions to stop the crisis 
from {rowing into a nationwide 
sirlke,. The railway ministry said 
that the strike had cost railroads 
$58 million in lost revenucs and 
mather $123 million for such 
items a protecting freight in 
idled trains. 


THINK one of the saddest conse 
quences of India's recent nuclés 


ee: Suharto finally bows out 


On Frilay lasl week the military 
organised #1 clear-out of stuflents 
front pirliamem, offering Mr Habi- 
bie at leasl hope of same respite 
fronî sturlent prınests., 

Mir Habibie userl his first cabinet 
meeting un Munday tu announce 
sweeping polilical, legal ancl eco- 
nomic reforms, in an effort lo calın 
domestic igitation and persuade the 
international [inancial community 
that lıe can stabilise the country. 

Yielding to popular denıand and 
pressure from cabinet ministers, Mir 
Habikbie is comnuiitted to holding an 
election “as soon as possible", a 
senior official sail. 

The poll would İollow an overhaul 
of Indonesia's restrictive election 
lawa. Mr Habibie told opposition 
leaders that this should occur 
within a year. 

He also discussed widening the 
right to organise and allowing any- 
one to form a political party, his chief 
spokesman, Akbar Tandjung, said. 

The government also took steps 

to curb the econonic privileges en- 
joyed by Mr Suharto's rapacious and 
highly unpopular children. The na- 
tional oil company, Pertamina, is to 
drop contracts to sell oil to two affilf 
ates partly owned by the Suharto 
family. Mr Habibie, whom critics call 
a “super nepotist”, has moved rela- 
tives from state-related businesses, 
. But the release of political de- 
tainees in ari effort to break with the 
past and find favour with a sceptical 
public ınay prove a crucial test of 
Mr Habibie's plans for reornر‎ 


y bring down his empire 


television, Mr Milosevic has been 
whipping up hostility towards the 
Montenegrin président,. Milo 
Djukanovic, who has taken a pro- 


Western line since he narrowly WON 
powêr last year. He défeated Momir 


Bulatovic, a Milosevic ally. 

' Montenegro hês equal status 
with Serbia in Yugoslavia desplte 
havyjag less than 4 tenth of Serbia's 
population — a mere 650,000 peo- 
ple, If is lindlocked Serbia's gate- 


way to Adiatlc ports, During the 


wars with Croatia and Bosnia, Mon- 
teneğro waa lûyal to Mir Milogevic. 


It allowed vicious Serb paramili- 
. tarieê to operate ön its territory and 
its troops joined the Serbs İn ethnic 


cleansing in Bosnia. 


The Albanian majority in Kosovo, 


jmposée ã state of emergenty, and 


Though enclorsed iınmecliately 
afler his swearing in by {le head uf 
lhe Intlonesian armecl forcts, Gen- 
eral Wiranto, Mr Hibibie coulcl 
quickly falter in trying to square his 
sulted comnıilment lo reforın witl) 
lıis loyallies lo his pretlevessor. He 
inherits a regime traumatised by 
near-anarchy in Jakarta, ravaged by 
«vonomic crisis and abandoned by ifs 
ruling party and the United States. 

Mr Suharto's resignation Was 
welcomed by students encanıped in 
the national parlianıent building. 
But they quickly refocused their 
anger on his replacement. “Habi- 
bie's mission is to save Suharto, not 
the couniry,” said Roy Simangung- 
song, an economics student. “It wil] 
be hopeless go long as Habibie is in 
the presidential suite,” 


Habibie: uncertain interlude 


ahout to send troops to clamp down 
in Montenegfo, But his clunısy 
effort to bolster Belgrade's control 
could lead iri the end to Monte- 
negro's indeğjendence, according to 
regional observers. [ 

The game centrek on parliamen- 


tary elections’ in Monténegro this 


weekend. Mt Milosevic is trying fo 


ensure his favorites win. But if 


they do not,.he wantg the means to 
rule by dêcree, ' It is a Byzantinê 
struggle that. moved into high gear 


last week ' When "Mr. Milosevic’ 


sacked Radoje Kontlç, the prime 
minister of Yüğoslavid, 2 


: Mr Kontic, a Mohtenegrin, had 


refised'to tikê Mr Mllobévic's ide 
in the elections, ` Through’ štate 


Milosevic ploy ma 


that country (May 24. Many per 
ples knee-jerk reaction nay well le. 
“Well if they can afforel nuclear 
weajıons I'm not giving my nionti 
for ..." The sanctions will nol li 
long. certainly if India sigus up ti 
the Non-Proliferation Trealy, u 
the long-term effects uf {he politird 
fallout on charities working in Indi 
ınay well cause lasting damage. 
Chris Gladwell, 

Carharratk, Cornwall 


Andrew Higgins and Nick 
Cumming-Bruce in Jakarta 


: FTER 332 years in power, 
Presideni Suharto last week 
took barely three nıinutes tn 

' make his exit, finally ulterîng in a 

j soft voice the worels clanıoured for 

sû loudly on the streets across a 

country of more than 200 million 

, : Pople: "I have (leciderl to step 

down as the president of Indonesia, 
tffective today.” 

Asking for forgiveness for “any 

ı mistakes or shortcomings", in a 

speech televised live from the presi 

It | dential mansion in central Jakarta, 

entered this world as a resulî ofl 1 Asia's longest serving ruler acknow- 

ınaculate conceplion, ancl to his | ledged that tanks and troops could 

Lhe’ no less: "Hudcllestan was brî » | "o longer sustain a regime deserted 

in Bedford, the son of Captain 3 (' | byeven its most stalwart allies. 

Ernesl Whiteside Huddleston.”  . | Moments later, hiş vice-president, 

father was absent for the first sî  Bacharuddin Jusuf Habibie, a Ger 

years ol lıis life, so the influencês® ' Marmtrained aeronautical engineer 
himı hal lo come from somewhtF ۰ | aged 6l, was sworn in as Inclonesia's 
or someone. Could that poss ' | new leader — only the third since 
have been from his utmentionet ' e country declared independence 
mother? from the Netherlands in 1945. But 

Shcila Malovany Chevallier, unlike Mr Suharta's ascent in 1966, 

Paris, France hich launched a so-called New 

Order, lhe swearing in of Mr Habibie 
ert an uncertain interlude 


a e س‎ _ 


N YOUR interesting obituary fl 
Bishap Trevar Hucldleston J sK#* 
led a mysterious anomaly. Aco 
ing to your piece, Huddleslt 


BOUT a year ago | respondel 

lo a question In the Guardian :; 
Weekly's Notes & Queries sect j 
stating that Dcuacior' was ont cauk |, 
try which clicl not possess a McDor 
alcl's restaurant. Since then ", 
fast-food chain has open | and nepotism”, but hailed the man 
outlet in Quito and is in the proce 0 blame [or such ills as the "core 
of opening another, The ای‎ 1 lhe success of our development". 
while eating lınch at McDonald’. 1 ا‎ 
spiel a ınan several tables away ¢" '| 
joying his Big Mac, French ا و‎ 
cola, andl reading . . . the OW 
Weekly. : 
Kennelh D MacHatg, 
Quito, Ecuador 


س 
TeGuar dia‏ 


rather than a new reign, 

Nr Habibie described demands 
r reform as “a fresh current carry- 
Ing ل‎ forward into the lst cen- 
lury”. He endorsed the students’ call 
ûr an end to “corruption, collusion 


Jonathan Steele 


Ik last rusty screws thal hold 
a lat remains of Yugoslavia to- 

1 arê an the verge of anapping 
an&s fo the latest power-play by 


22 ile media and diol 
May 31, 1988 Vol 158 No Malic attentio 
٠ n has focused on the 
Copyright © 1998 by Guardlan Pu Towin : 
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Letters to ااا‎ : ! the n e ı MOuntainouag regiort ig 
correspondence lo: e on EGIM HO e of former Yugoslavia's 
75 Faringcon eel e71 -2421 8 tion. Sl 6 within the federa- 
ermal: weaktyaguardlan o0 ard erê |, Macedonia left 1a 1991; O ٣ 
Subsctiptlon, changh غ‎ ٤ Yugoal and 1992, 
inquirlaa to: gwsubs@guarden.cû: aY president may be 


tiny percentage ûf the world's popu" 
lalion, but dooms the vast majorily 
to a life of inequality and poverly. 
Instead of these “progressive-radi- 
cal" views “being fatecî to (rawl tle 
Imernet in search of confirmation”, 
one coultl look at the same issue of 
the Guaıtlian Weekly itself — page 1 
(Plague that kills millions, tle 
plague of debt), page 3 (Indonesia 
revolt turns to violence), page 5 
(Lifespan in West) and Page 14 
(Why the poor are picking up the 
tab) — for proof that suclı a critique 
is nore relevant than ever. 

Richard Neal, 

Vancouver, Canada 


Still fighting 
old battles 


HILE 1 condemn the crimes 

against humanity committed 
by the Japanese military during the 
second world war, the A-Class war 
criminals were prosecuted under 
the Tokyo trial of 1946, and conıpen- 
sation was agreed and paid in the 
San Francisco Peace Treaty of 1947 
(The Week in Britain, May 24). 

Why attach blame to those born 
after the second world war or those 
who were children during it? Emr 
peror Akihito was only seven wheıı 
Japan entered fhe war and it was 
neither his decision nor request to 
be given this Order of the Garler. 
Has Great Britain ever apologisecl 
or offered compensation for the 
Opium war? 

CK Uekawa, 
Universtiy of Brighton 


URING her recent tour of India, 
nat one af the victims ûf Japan- 
ese atrocities came forward 1o de- 
marl that the Queen apologise to the 
relatives of the victims of the Jalian- 
wala Bagh massacre in Amritsar. 
S Jalundhwala, 
Mumbat, India 


Not so rosy for 
the workers 


WAS pleaserl to see tlhe attention 

given to the new agro-industıries in 
Kenya (Bloom or bust, April 19). 
However, the picture clrawn by Frecl 
Pearce of the businesses owned by 
Dicky Evans ancl the like was unfor- 
tunately a bit too rosy. Claiming that 
people are being eınployecl without 
wrecking their health is too muclı 
beside the truth. Giving regular 
acetylcholinesterase tests is not 
enough and will not protect tlıe incli- 
vidual worker if the results of the 
tests do nat bring about preventive 
action (other than laying off wark- 
ers with dangerously low levels). 

A recent independent stucly 
among “well-protectecl" pesticide 
applicators ftom the large lowers 
and vegetables estates revealed that 
theşge workers had their cholin- 
esterase level oıı average 36 per cent 
below their baseline level when ap- 
plying pesticides. According to 
guidelines from the World Health 
Organisation, workers should be re- 
movecl wlıen this level is at 70 per 
cent of baseline. 

Growing roses İn the Nether- 
lands may cost more energy for 
lighting and exta heating, but 
workers’ health and the natural en- 
vironment are not treated as COM- 
modities that can be used without a 
conscience — ag seems to be tlhe 
cage in Kenya. 

Hans Kromhoit, 
Mwanza, Tatzaniû 


However, I don't expect much 
action fron these quarters, What 
about the World Health Organisa- 
tion and the big aid organisations? 


They are probably too busy chasing - 


after the fashionable “epidemics” 
and famines. 

Jim Hudson, 

Richmond, BC, Canada 


HERE is a view that the 

industrialised states, tlle Euro- 
pean Union, the International Mon- 
etary Fund and the Worll Bank 
give money to Third World govern- 
ments which they then spend urt 
wisely or corruptly, The truth is thal 
Third World countries do not actu- 
ally receive money from First World 
"Jonors", Instead, “donor” countries 
provide loans to Third World coun- 
tries to pay off earlier debts to 
“donor” countries. Third World 
countıies do not have use of this 
money. 

Another comınon aid cycle goes 
like this: a “donor” persuades 4a 
Third World “beneficiary” to accept 
a loan to pay for a project within the 
“beneficiary's” borders, the contract 
for which must be awarded to a 
company based in the "donor" coun- 
try. Again the Third World country 
does not get use of the money. 

By these and other means, 
“loans” never leave “donor” coun- 
tries; the money is merely recycled 
among the donors". 

Hosea Jaffe, 
London 


Chomsky, present 
and correct 


UGQ YOUNG'S subtle assault 

on Professor Noanı Chomsky 
was both gratuitous and a trifle in- 
şidious (Prophet of the left rooted in 
the past, May 17). If Prof Clıomsky's 
"old, meticulous researches into the 
inequities of US policy in Guatemala 
in the 1950s ard Cuba in the 1960s 
continued to form the basis of his 
case against Washington" — which 
is probably an unfair assessment, 
given that Young lhinself cites the 
professor's elucidation of the Multi- 
lateral Agreement on Inyvestntent — 
it is worth remembering that 
whereas the ımıieans of extending 
Washington's diktal nay have 
changed somewhat, tlıe suhbjuga- 
tory alms remain the same, 

The hypocrisies, prejudices andl 
disinformation against which Prof 
Chomsky raises lis voice are rooted 
considerably further in the past 
lhan his message. While the intel- 
lectual left's inabilly comprehen- 
sively to posit a feasible and 
coherent alternafivc to capiialism 
gone wikl is indeerl a aw that must 
be remecliedl, it is patently false to 
suggest that it is specifically a post- 
cold war shortcoming: for nuıch of 
ihe left, the neoStnlinist Soviet 
model was but an unattractive par- 
oly of socialisın. 

Even more unpalatable is the im- 
plication — lhe “ethical” foreign pol- 
icy angle, ior example — that the 
left has liitle choice but to operate 
within the franıeworks delineated 
by those who wield political and 
ecoilomic power. 

Mahir Al, 
Mortdale, NSH, Australia 


UGO YOUNG may well suggest 
that both Professor Chomsky’'s 
views and those of a “progressive- 
radical” persuasion are rooted in the 
past and dismiss them, but unfortu- 


nately he misses the point, ie, capi- 
talism works exceedingly well for a 


2 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Innocent victims of 
free-market dogma 


aı'e tiny in conıparison with military 
budgets, or the overall debt burden, 
never mind the volumes of money 
used to bail out banks overexposed 
in Mexico or' South Korea. 

When will the rich wake up to 
some of their responsibilities? 
Granville Richardson, 

Sawston, Cambridge 


JAS pleased to see tlie Guardian 

Weekly publish an article that 
highlights the plight of some of the 
woürld's neglected people, iıı this 
case Niger. But while it is good to 
make readers aware of suclı suffer 
ing, the report is nat likely to stir up 
much actior among [the inter 
national organisations. Niger is, un- 
fortunately, among the world's 
forgotten anc neglected countries, 
long ago abandoned by the colonial 
powers, devoid of significant natural 
resources ihat might be coveted by 
the nıultinational companies, and 
unlikely te be targeted for hi-tech, 
expensive medicines to treat high- 
profile diseases. 

The result is a shortage of simple 
medical supplies to treat what are 
normally controllable infections, to- 
gether with malnutrition, the cause 
of the victinıs' underlying imnıune 
«leficiency, and a lack of clean water. 
Yet ere are simple solutions to 
these problems. The amount of 
money it cost to organise and exe- 
cute Bill Clinton's useless but much- 
hyped jaunt through Africa would 
probably have been enough to fight 
the cliseases discussed in the art 
cle. Cancellation of the repayment 
debt, a ploy used by the super- 
powers elsewhere to political advan- 
tage, would free up valuable funds 
ta spend on a basic health-delivery 
systenı, at least in theory. 


ONGRATULATIONS to Mag- 

gie O'Kane on her moving 
arliele on the implications of iter 
national debt for the health of the 
poor İn Africa {She is three and suf 
fers from a plague that kills millions 
— the plague of debt, May 17). I 
wish the campaign on debt relief 
every SUCCESS. 

[tia worth remembering, thougll, 
that Jemands for debt repayments 
are not the only assistance that the 
international financial community 
offers to the grim reaper in Africa, 
The struciurnl adjustment pro- 
gramnıes that lave swenl (lırough 
the continenl in the wake of the 
debi crisis have been characterised 
by the indiscriminate imposition of 
free-market dlogma. In the health 
sector this has been notlıing short 
ol a disaster. 

Liberalisation ol pharmaceuticals 
markets has opened the [loodgates 
for adulterated and fake tlrugs, for 
overthe-counter sales of inapproprF 
ate merlicines, and for selfmedica- 
ton with subtlherapeutic doses. 
Life-tlıreatening diseases such as 
malaria are growing more and more 
resistant to treatments, while esseıt- 
tial drug progranınmes, alıning to en- 
sure rational and cost-effective use of 
the appropriate generic nıedicines, 
haye been left in tatters. 

Healtll markets are notoriously 
inequitable and are being reined in 
with managed care programmes 
even in the United States, but at tlıe 
sane time Africans are being forced 
to see health care increasiugly as a 
financial transaction, with fee-for- 
services becoming the norm. In 
Suh-Salaran Africa, hospitals re- 
maln empty în precisely those 
places where they are most needed, 
because the fees are not affardablêë. 
Yet the amounts of money involved 
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13 per cent of the vote in the eastern 
state of Saxony-Anlıalt, the strongest 
extreme right performance siıice 
the war, 

Franz Schönhuber, the former SS 
officer and neo-Nazi leader, an- 
nounced last week tlıat he would 
stand in the September elections for 
the DYU. Botk Mr Schünhuber and 
the DVU leader, the millionaire putb- 
lisher Gerhard Frey, are based in 
Municlt, the Bavaria capital. Mr 
Waigel's speech was uncloubtedly 
aimed at steating the DVL!'s thunder 
by appealing to at least some of its 
extremist supporters. 

The opposition Sacial Dermocrats, 
well alıeal of Mr Kohl and Mr 
Waigel's coalition in the opinion 
polls, are also playing the law and 
order and antiimmigrant card for 
fear of appearing soft and forfeiting 
vates lo the far righ. 


money 


INTERNATIONAL NEWS 5 
Kohl minister plays the race card 


[fences against passport and a9y- 
lum regulations, which do not apply 
to Germans. 

By contrast, a recent report onı 
political extremism from the dormes- 
tic intelligence service slıowerl thal 
neo-Nazi crime ancl violence, includ- 
ing assaults on foreigners, soared 
last year by a third tû its highest 
level since unification in 1990, Acts 
ofl neo-Nazi violence, including 
assaults on foreigners, went up by 
27 per cent, 

Campaigning on a racist plat- 
form, demanding jobs for Germans 
and the expulsion of foreigners, the 
extreme right German People's 
Union (DVU) shocked the political 
establishnıent last month by taking 


Ginter Grass, provokecl a storm of 
protest and denials last year when 
he accused the government and the 
ruling parties of sponsoring and 
encouraging closet racism, But lib- 
erals will see Mr Waigel's speech as 
confirming the Grass charges. 

All large west Gernıan cities are 
multicultural, with foreigners com- 
prising up to 30 per cent of the 
population. 

While declarations like Mr 
Waigel's have the effect of assocjal- 
ing crime with immigrants in the 
public's mind, figures to be released 
this week are expected to show that 
foreigners’ criminality is decreas- 
ing. But their crime rate is inflaterl 
by up to a third by the inclusion of 


almost 10 per cent of the population 
are foreigners. While many of the 
8 million foreigners resident in Cer: 
many are making contributions to 
the tax and welfare systems, the 
vast majority, many of whom were 
born in Germany, are denied the 
volte. 

“We are rot a multicultural soci- 
ety, we remain a German nation,” 
Mr Waigel told CSU party faithful. 
“Those who abuse their right as 
guests have no business to be in the 
host country as guests.” 

The CSU's election manifesto, 
adopted last week, insisted that for- 
elgners in Germany accept the 
country's “society and values”. 

Germany's best-known writer, 
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lan Traynor in Bonn 
ERMANY'S powerful finance 


G minister, Theo Waigel, last 
week called for a halt to inı- 
niigration, and demanded the sun 
mıary expulsion of foreigners found 
guilty of crimes, along with their 
families. He issued a resounding re- 
buff to the multicultural society as 
Germany's clection campaign in- 
creasingly turnecl anti-foreigner, 

Mr Waigel, head of Bavaria's rul- 
ing Christian Social Union (CSU), 
the regtonal sister party to Helmut 
Kohl's Christian Democrats, told a 
preelection congress that Germany 
must not become “a country of 
immigration" despite the fact that 


Czech town 
plans to wall 
in Gypsies 


A ZECH town plans to glıettoise 
several hundred Gypsies by 
building a fivemetre wall around 
. twir blocks of Ilats to segregal e 
hem (rou Czech residents, writes 
fan Traynor 
Senior officials in Prague sail re 
Î ceılly they (eared the Move cuuld 
irın Ihe Country's image as il eni. 


Mrıgıle newspaper thal the wall was 
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Georgians flee 
clashes with 
Abkhaz rebels 


James Meek in Moscow 


@ LASHES between Georgia 
armel groups and Separalit 
Abkhaz fighters in a Russin 
patrollect buffer zone continued his 
week (lespite a ceasefire agreemuen! 
reached belween the sides, 

Georgia cancelled a military pe 
rade in the capital, Tbilisi, and lhere 
were reparls of heavy arınour on 
the move in Abkhazia aş Presider 
Eduard Shevardnadze came under 
increasing pressurèê to strike back 
against the rebels who have senl a 
fresh wave of refugees fleeing te | | 
Black Sea province. 

With Russian peacekeepers anda) | 
handful of United Nations it 1 
caught in the micldle, Abklıaz trop  ' 
continued their sweep through he ' | 
supposedly neutral buffer mne ; 
around the town of Gali, driving out | 
Georgian partisans and enıpiying vi 


lages right up to the edge of lhe tert | 


tory controlled by Georgian fortes. 

“The Abkhazians lave orders nol 
to burn houses," an aid official in ' 
Tbilisi said. “But still they bum 
houses." 

There are fears that what bégao 
llıis nıanil as a clash between lhe 
Abkhazîians and Georgian parlisan' 
coulel spreatl into a wider conic 


controlled side of the Inguri firê. 


annual report on arnıs sales is ab- 
solutely crucial.” 

The Irish foreign minister, Diıvid 
Andrews, said that he was “bitterly 
disappointed” the agreement dicl 
not include a binding ban on arms 
sales to governments accusetl of se- 
rious huınan rights violations. 

Mr Cook, who presented the 
code of conduct as an inıportant ex- 
tension of his goal of an ethical for- 
eign policy into Europe, hailed it as 
"a real achievement, a substantial 
step forward". He said: “The key cri- 
terion of tliis code is whether the 
arms are to be used for internal 
repression or external aggression, 
From now on, our arms industries 
will compete on price and on qual- 
ity, but not on the standards that we 
will all apply on human rights,” 

Britain sells between $4 biltion 
and $5 billion worth of arms a year, 
and France some $3 billion to $4 bil- 
lion, making them by far Europe's 
biggest arnıs exporters. 


urgent appeals (rom human rights 
campaigners and the Scandinaviaıı 
countries that “transparency” be the 
keystone. 

“We welcome the agreement of a 
code as a first step, but there are 
key areas in which it las to be 
strengthened," said Paul Eavis, 
director of Saferworld, the group 
that has lobbied for the code, along 
with Anınesty, Oxfam and Christian 
Aid. 


“Urgent priorities are ensuring 
that all 15 EU member states are 
informed before one country can 
undercut another's refusal of an 
arms export, and increasing trans- 
parency and parliamentary scrutiny 
ofl weapons sales. The recent scenes 
of British-supplied arms being used 
to threaten democracy demonstra- 
tions on the streets of Indonesia 
have again shown the human cost of 
an unregulated arms trade.” 

Oxfam's international director, 
Stewart Wallis, said: "Publishing the 
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This puts the tlıreshold of evi- 
dence ominously high. Govern- 
ments suspected of sucl violations 
have the power to refuse access to 
official monitors — as Algeria did to 
EU officials this year. Any fornıal 
verdict of human rights abuses 
could therefore be delayed, even 
amil media reports of violations. 

France also ensured that the 
crucial “no undercutting" rule 
would be applied in private. This 
means that if a country seeking to 
buy arms is turned dowu by Britain, 
and then goes to France, Paris will 
inform London only in private that 
it fs considering the request, rather 
than notifying all other EU coun- 
tries, 

While EU countries are to pro- 
vide an annual review of their arms 
sales and a detailed annual report to 
the EU Council of Ministers, there 
is no guarantee that this will be pub- 
lished, as Mr Cook had hoped. That 
will be up to the Council, despite 


Anger as EU arms sales code is diluted 


و ا ا ن 
Martin Walker In Brussels‏ 


T HE British Foreign Secre- 
tary, Robin Caok, on Monday 
won European Union back- 
ing for a new code of conduct apply- 
ing his ethical foreign policy to 
arms sales. But he came under 
immediate attack from huınan 
rights groups for agreeing to 
French denıarıds to water it down. 
Under the agreement, reached at 
a ıneeting of forelgn ninisters, the 
15 EU countries set out common 
standards to govern the sale of 
arms to non-EU countries, Urıder 
them, exports should not be al- 
lowed to states that might use them 
for external aggression, internal re- 
pression or supporting terrorism. 
But France ensured that a verdict 
on human riglls violations that 
would prevent arnıs sales had to be 
delivered by a “competenl badly”, 
such as the EU, the Council of 
Europe or the United Nations. 


Australians 
mark a 
Sorry Day 


Christopher Zinn In Sydney 


Captain Cook's Australian landing 


OTANY BAY'S national park is | :.:: 2 clragging Geurgian forces and Russ | harks nl tAlks for membership of 0 S ا(‎ 0 Ch 
Bf be renamed in the 0 Hi a ian troops into a repeat af the 1984 0 and the European Union. TT tan af artered Or 
of political sensitivity. The search 2 93 war, in which 10,000 people wet Bul the Lown council in northern FS 
was annouıcedl this week for an | Hn. killed. [ U nad Labem seemed unrepen- d | 9 
Aboriginal replacement name for Reporters on the Georgar | tlt, with one local official telling On 


knowing it I5 in a secure environment éarnıng a comMpallive rate of 


lf you Keep money jiishore., yûu may have all tha confıdenGê ol 


being built for tlie Gypsies’ own 
şoorl. Miroslav Harcinik said: "Why 
houkl ont group of people be invo]- 
unlarily expûoserl to such an unplciis- 


khazia, saw smoke around the village | 


which marks the de facto border bè 
1ween Georgia proper and rebel At 
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place, so called in 1770 because of 
the strange plants that were col 
lected on its shores. 


of Tagiloni on the far bank and heard | 
gunfire and explosions on Monda. ' environment? I've asked (le 
Hundreds of refugees streaming  !psies and they said they wouldn't 
acruss a railway bridge said 1 , mmd the wall." 


The New South Wales state gov- 
ernment announced the move to 
change the name of Botany Bay 
National Park as an act of reconcilia- 


inlarestl. Bul what about getling your hands on it when you need it? 


Your offshore bank is probably a long way away and, unlil now, getting access to your money may 
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The Czech Republic is hone {u have been a siow and cumbersorne process. 


Abklıazians had overrun Tagiloni. 


tion betyveen black and white Aus- ' hund ا‎ 
tralians. E E There were reports that the A% | : nireds of thousands of Gypsies 
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tar that Gypsies in tlhe Czech Re- 
; Public were increasingly victims of 
cist attack. The organisation doclı- 
mented 27 racially motivated mur- 


Yar after several hundred Gypsies 
"On Slovakia and the Czech Repub. 
arrived seeking asylum. Several 
busand others travelled to Canada 


For more information about our International! Debit Card and the Sterling, US Dolar 
and Deutsche Mark Accounts, please return the coupon below to: 


..„. MAyors encouraged the Gyp- 
cave, paying most of their 
1 return for signed pledges 
giving lg Czech citizenship and 
PON their lenancies of council 
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cancellation of the scheduled mF | . 
tary paratle might mean Georgi | : 
troops and heavy equipment wert |: 


Abkhaz rebels, in all likelihood wil | ;: 


vernment forces out of the fe|. 
r once the Soviet Union's leat: 


‘There was speculation that e 


Russian backing, drove G 


ing resort zone. 


moving children from their parents. |j ceremony to mark the completion of 10 years’ restoration work, which cost §3 mlillon PHOTO’ AMR NABIL 
The events have largely been boy- 
cotted by tlıe federal government. 


The Labar state government has 


٤ : : 

decided the name for Botany Bay Switzerland owns Up to dead gold being کا پک ب وک‎ | eults e yan 0 lent Available with our Sterling, US Dollar and now with our Deutsche Mark Accounts, the ! 
` irthplace of whi Mîr Shevardnadze bare : ا‎ public : : : 
i و ا‎ BE ima lan Traynor In Bonn bank could not have known the | US is threatening to boycott Swiss | Abkhazia with his life in 1993 when | | ûme into being in 1993. International Debit Card can help put your offshore funds night into your pocket. 1 


origins of the gold, It had been 
passed by the SS to the Reichsbank, 
then to the German smelting firm 
Degussa for processing into ingota 
before being sent abroad, 


banks pending lawsuits and argu 
ment about the level of compensa- 
tion for Holocaust survivors or their 
relatives. 

The SNB responded to the report 


indigenous words to encourage 
“healing” and understanding. One 
suggestion which tribal elders will 
discuss is Gillingarie, a word in the 


SWISS government commission 
admitted for the first tine this 
weelç that some of the plundered 


ا 
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be rich in meaning to all Aus- 
tralians. 

The Botarıy Bay renaming comes 
amid a chorus of apologies to Abo- 
ıriginals from officials, church lead- 
ers and police chiefs — with the 


and other persecuted groups were 
being robbed", the report said, 

“In 1943, at the latest, the SNB 
had knowledge of the systematic ex- 
termination of victims of the Nazi 


that in accepting gold deliveries 
from the Reichsbank it may unwit- 
tingly also have acquired gold deriv- 
ing from victims of concentration 
camps,” its statement said, 


the gold included filliıgs ripped 
from the mouths of camp inmates, It 
said it was beyond douht that the 
scores of tons of Nazi gold included 
119.5 kilograms smelted from the 
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Rude awakening for 
California dreamers 


1960s, the number of ballot init’ 
tives had dwindled to a mere ni: 
througltout the whole 2 


Israel’s Lebanese wound fails to heal | Kurds wield 


a a television as 


a weapon 


Proposition 13, however, initiative; 
have come thick and fast. The 4i; 
tiatives submitted to voters during 
(he 1980s were a record, but already 


HE sharp report of three mis. 
ihe there have been q ir. ا‎ 0 the 
arvis's tiunıph sent a signal to ther 49, with more to conte, 1 southern stle of the Thura ےہ‎ 
US DIARY ee AE poliician. Many On June 2 Californian voters qj | | | Kilge might once have shaken Chris Morris in Diyarbakir 
Niartin Kettle states Iried to enıulate California, 


face five more initiatives, including | 4 villagers, but Yusif ancl his Iriends 
Proposition 226, wlıich aims to slop ` hardly stirrecl in their claire as 
ihe automatic check-off of irade silence reassertecl itself. 
union (lues by employers, and War in the lıills of soutlı Lelanon 
Proposition 227, which seeks ly! has been raging wearily on for 
reduce bilingual education (main j | | 2% years now, following its own 
among Spanish and Cantonese: rhythm of hit-and-run attack by the 
speakers) in California schools, in arly of God, the Iranian-backed 
favour of English. Sponsors of tight | Shia Hizbollal, arı suclden reprisal 
more initiatives have already suk | by the mightier forces of Israel, dug 
mitted signatures in the hope of get into thelr selfdeclarecl 23km-wide 
ting their ıneasures oıı tlie ballot in srcunty zone. 1 
Noveınber. A furtlıer 32 ballot initia Yusif was scathing aboııt Israel's 
tives are currently being circulaled. constant but recently more urgent 
As lhe number of ballot initiatives ayowals of its desire to pull back be- 
grows, so the cost of a ballot inilis hind the international frontier and 
tive campaign is also increasing. endl the war of attrition, “The Jews 
More than $140 million is being are liars, snarled Yusif, as the 
spent or them this year alone, and house he was sitting in front of was 
the sum spent on ballots now rot raked by gunfire from the Israeli 
tinely exceeds tlie already infaled; „ | ovipost on the hill overlooking then. 
cost of election campaigning. ir f |, We support the resistance. Noth- 
creasingly, the professionals be 0: will ever change until Israel 
lieve, il is impossible to run a ' | aves," he added in response to the 
effective ballot campaign wiih’ j esl Israeli offer to implement the 
the kind of funds whiclı only the 20year-old United Nations Security 
rich or big business can conunand. Council Resolution 425 ta pull out 
Such spending cloes tot gulararr — as long as guarantees are given 
tee success, of course, Propusition by the Lebanese to protect Israel's 
49, an anti-smoking measure 0 in northern border, 
crease tobacco tixes, was arlopted , Further south, Sheikh Nabil 
in 1988, (hus showing botlı (lıat big Raouk apologised for the delay, The 
corporate money can be spyenl in a | iar y and political leader of 


T STEVEN celork every evening 
Turkan ant ler family gather 
round the 1clevision set in thcir 
snıall higlv-rise Mat. Tinks tq a 
fuzzy salellite signal (hev watch [he 
news in their own language. Kurclish. 
li is illegal, but they fort seen 1o 
mind: nor (lo tlreîr neighbours, whe 
are walching Lhe same programine 
next donor, Fechnalogy has openecl a 
new (ronl line in the bong-TUNNDE 
war in suulheaslern Turkey. 

"Jt would bé very hal for the 
Kurcls if Mecl“IY had nol s«tarted,” 
said Turkan. “We tnılerstancl their’ 
programnıcs, and we like {le news. 
They tell the truth." 

Mel-TV is a Kurdish-langunge 
satellite clıannel which roadcasts 
from London in open support of the 
violent Kurdish rebel group, the 
PKK. The Turkislı government stil] 
bans all broadcasting in Kurdish, 
ancl it wants the Brilislı governınent 
ta close the station down. 

“! think il's the most significant 
ihing ihe PKK has achicvecl in the 
last Jew yzars," sail a journalist iı 
Diyarbakir. “A lul ul people wii 
don"t approve of lheîr wnethels still 
watch McelIV, It proves that Kur- 
dish nationalîsın is alive and well." 


سس ہس یی اسیج سے ہے ایی لے 1 
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and several succeeded. Two more 
— Maine and South Dakota — will 
vote later this year on Proposition 
13-based policies in an effort to join 
the club. But the bigger conse- 
tçıuence of Jarvis's victory was that if 
redefined the limits of the possible 
in Amerîcan politics. It carried Gov- 
ernor Ronald Reagan fiom Califor 
nia to the presidency {wo years 
later, putting tax cuts at the centre 
of the party battle ior the ııexl 
decade. H1 revived rightwing, indi 
viclualist politics İn the US, Britain 
and elsewhere, and handed Jeadlèrs 
such as Reagan antl Margaret 
Thatcher a crusading weapon. 
Eventually, also, it was to compel a 
new generation of pragmatic left- 
wing leaders sucl as Bill Clinton 
and Tony Blair to abandon or scale 
down some of the most dearly held 
principles of their parties. 

But if the passing of Proposition 
13 appears in retrospect to be one of 
the epochal moments of late 201 
century politics, there is little doubt e 
thal it also heralded an ongoing : : ) 


WENTY years ago next 
nıonth, voters in California set 
off a political earthquake that 
reverberated not just arouncl the 
state, but around the whole of the 
United Slates, and across lhe At- 
lautic as well. When they passed the 
socalled Pı'oposilion 13, Californi- 
ans not only slasher] their own prop- 
erly laxes, burt alsu raised the more 
general starıclar'd of a populist "fax 
revolt" that has helped té delinê 
politics in the US antl elsewhere 
ever since. 

Proposition 13 did exactly what 
most of the people who voled for tt 
hoped: it cut their spiralling prop- 
erly taxes. But in doling so, Proposi- 
tion 13 also plungecl the state of 
California into financial crisis. The 
budgeted income of California's 
counties, cities and schools fell 
immehately by 53 per cent. As a 
result, services to residents were 
‘immediately cut back. Eligibility 
was (irastically restricted. Many pre- 
viously free servicts new carne with 
charges atlaclıed, Long-ternı invest- 
ment in tlie public sector all but 
ceased and local services (leterio- 
rated for lack of finance. 
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Local Shias give V-signs to incoming Lebanese soldiers in south Lebanon 
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PHOTON SRAPH. NABIL HMAIL 


metaphorical. United Nations forces 
deployed in the zone said tliat 
Hizhollah attacks on lsraeli forces 
and their proxy fighlers, the ınainly 
Christian South Lebanese Army, 
were at a 13-year high, yet the casu- 
alty toll was sharply clown on last 
ear. 

“The Hizhollah are ringing sonıe 


them now laying anıbushes, gelling 
wet and cold. But [I prefer 10 look 
behind me, back down on all these 
villages in Isrnel, living peacefully. Hi 
makes you feel proud, that you're 
completing your ınission." 
Brigadier-General Effi Fain, com- 
ınander of Israel's Galilee division 
antl a veteran of Entebbe, saw nû 


there is occupation of our land. We 
doıı't foresee that they wil! withdraw 
soon, but they will one day and then 
Hizbollah will be viciûurious arıcl 
glorious,” 

As for lhe Israeli general's fears 
that Hizbollah would simply expor1 
their revolution across the borcler if 


: : 
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period of genuine political and cul- 
tural crisis in California, a stale 
whiclı had always seemed (to itself 


Berkeley College in 
and others) to emboarly the future. 


California. Spending cuts in education have 
tarnished the state's once gilded reputalloın 


1 : 1 : there was a withdrawal, the sheikh Now the PKK and its elusive 
Whether Californians irulended | For, as the US has often seemed to losl cause and that in certain û ; Rizbollah's southern Lebanese com» | outposts with mortar shells, one in | contradiction in praising Hizbollah | offered no more than a tanlalising j leader, Abdullah ecialan, wha is 
these consequences when they | the rest of the world, so California | successful, Twenty years ago Cali- | the state's political process. Since | cumstances the voters will suppor e had been detained by the war j front, one behind and both sides, | as a professional force with whom | sentence. “To help the Palestinian | basecl in Syria, can get their mes- 


Its as if they're saying, We know 
where you are but take this aš a 
message'," said a UN official. 
Captain Meirovitch took no com- 
fort from Hizbollah's accuracy. 
“They change the way they work all 
the time. They fight very well and 
they know their work, but most of 
the time they lose. They are good, 


rallied in such overwhelming force 
behind Howard Jarvis's taxcuting 
campaign in June 19783 — Propasi- 
tion 13 was carried by nearly two-to- 
onc — is probably doubtful. But 
today, though they now live with the 
consequences, a majority of the 
siate's voters slill believe that 
Proposition 13 was worth the price 


has frequently appeared to Ameri- 
cans ~— as a place of hope and 
plenty, where good times exist now, 
not in the uncertain future. 
Everything is relative, but the 
past 2Û years have seen the Calir 
fornian dream go very sour for 
nıany people. Nowhere is this more 
obvious than in education. Califor 


1978, however, the ballot initiative 
has becoıne integral and profession- 
alised. [Increasingly controlled ly 
rich companies and individuals, the 
ballot initiative culture now slıapes 
state policy acrosa a wide range of 
issues — from affirmative action to 
zoned car insurance, taking in edu- 


tax increases. The polls, however. 
suggest that Californians like he 
system, even tlınugh they see 1 
weaknesses. This particular Cat 
fornian earthquake seems sel Û 
continue, irrespeclive of the dar 
Age il may cause. 


fornia was roughly 1O0 per cent 
above the national average in spend- 
ing per pupil; today it is about 20 per 
cent below the average, with pre- 
dictable resulta. 

This ta not necessarily to claim 
post hoc ergo propier foc, but there 
are many who believe California's 


he could cunfidendy sign a peace 
treaty — and describing them as the 
“spearhead of the Islamic world 
revolution". 

“Those who say that a withdrawal 
woulcl end the war are very naive. 
There is no difference between what 
we are doing here and what the [ree 
democratic world did against Hitler. 


people doesnt necessarily nıean 
that we will aid thenı nıilitarily, but 
we do say that when there is an ag- 
gressor there nuusl be resistance.” 
The sheikh was acutely conscious 
of the impact his campaign was hav- 
ing on the I[sraeli public. "The more 
casualties Israel suffers, the closer 


sage acrûss 10 thousands of people 
every day. They no longer have lo 
carry heir fight physically inlo 
Kurdish-ınajority dilies such as 
Diyarbakir, whèêre the Turkish 
army has restored state control, 
The real war has moved further 
away, toe the mountains in the south- 


"Last night was a little hot, the 
| Sraelis launched a new kind of 
rocket. It caused fires and terror 
among the people, but we are deat 
, TE with it,” he said. “The hands of 
United States government are 
covered in Lebanese blood. Why are 


the people there not demonstrating 


decline to be intimately related to | cation, the death penalty, the envi- | Last week | wrote that Barbara - i we get to freeing our land." east. 
: : 8 : 8 “hal ted Michael Hutington 1| | 83nst what is happening here? but nat good enough. We don't make war in Lebaron, we | ® Opposition groups appear to have The army says if has the PKK on 
they have paid {or it. In a poll by the j nia's schools, which for decades had j Proposition 13. Before 1978 the “bal- Î ronment and gun control ا‎ ah rna election for | Demonstrations are taking place “Î try not to think about the poli- 


Iield Institute this month, 53 per 
cent said they would vate for Propo- 
silion 13 if it was pııt to thenı now. 


protect life out of necessity. 

“Hizbollah is very rational, very 
disciplined. They are not crazy reli- 
gious people with Messianic eyes. 
They are very practical people. 

*The main factor of fighting this 
war is of gaining time. We are like a 
rock, We can stand here for a thou- 
sand years if that is what is needed 
to gain time for the politicians, Our 
job aş an army is to convince the 
other side that hostile activity will 
bring therm to a dead end. If we with- 
draw it will never stop, because they 
will say, Ti works, so let's press on’. 

Back on the other side of the 
Ganıe Zone, Sheikh Kaouk was 
equally confident of victory. "We 
will continue resisting as long gs 


beer anıong the best-funded and 
most successful in the US are now 
among the worstfunded and least 


lot initiative" procedure which Jarvis 
so skilfully orchestrated was a fairly 
marginal and esoteric component of 


California's ballot initiative rules 
date {from the atate's “Progressive 
Era" government in 1911. By the 


made serious gains in Lebanon's 
first local elections in 35 years, 

Rightwing Christian groups, which 
oppose the Syrlan presence and its 
35,000 troops in Lebanon, swept to 
victory in sonıe paris of the Mount 
Lebanon governorate. 

The Hizbollah won ir its strong- 
hold in Beirut's southera suburbs, 
defeating an alliance of its rival 
Syrian-backed Shia Amal Movement 
and candidates hacked by the prime 
minister, Rafik al-Hariri. 

Rightwing Christian opposition 
groups were reported to have won a 
number of municipal and mayoral 
seats in the polls, their first entry 
into the election arena since the end 
ofthe 1975-90 civil war. 


the run. This year it launched one of 
its biggest operations yet, involving 
up to 50,000 troops backed by 
fighter jets and helicopter gunships. 
For the past few weeks they have 
combed the mountains north of 
Diyarbakir, hunting down what they 
call the remnants of the PKK. 

Bolstered by better weapons and 
a greater understanding of how to 
fight a mobile guerrilla force, the 
army is confidently predicting the 
PKK's demise. 

There is no doubt that the PKK 1 
has lost ground to the army in the 
past few years, but the price has 8 
been terribly high — thousands of 


against Israel's occupation of south 


1 t, she bea , 

the US Senate. In fact, S | j | Lebanon, but in Tel Aviv rather than 
1 
1 


Dianne Felnstein. My apologles 


tics arıd the protest groups, Like 
everyone, I know we lıavê to get out 
of Lebanon but uatil then I will do 
my mission. Î believe we will be 
here for a long time. Six months ago 
I would have said that we have to 
get out, but now Î think it's a mig 
take to say il. 

“It's bad for morale. My soldiers 
go back home, and their families 
and friends are saying lf, and they 
bring it back with them. I hope they 
tell them what I tell them, that from 
the military point of view it's smart 
to be here, We should get out after 
we sign the right agreement. 

“I can look out ahead of me and 
worry about my soldiers, some of 


Washington. Some are calling it 
\srael's Vietnam. The body-bags 
come home for tearful funerals while 
a lide of anger rises over a conflict 
that few understand or care about. 
At Yakinton, ar Israeli infantry 
uipost facing the Lebanese village 
of Bustan, Captain Erez Meirovitch, 
ged 23, declared: “This is the 
ame Zone, where we have special 
can kill us and we can 
| them, but Hizbollah can't cross 
€ border.” 
I IS indeed a special war, played 
Intricate and undisclosed rules of 
fngagement, Deadly, but at times 


Council. For the next year, Austria 
and then Germany will hold the | . 
presidency, two countries keen 
push ahead with tax harmonisation. 
British officials made it clear thal 
if necessary, the Government 
be prepared to use its velo iM 
European Council to defend 
interests. But they tink, or P 
hope, that should not pı'ove neces 
sary thanks to the special ا‎ 
tional status of the Channel Islan0®. 
They are also counting on the 4F 
pointnıent last week of the 
sury Secretary, Dawn Primaro 0, 
chair the EU Council working gTP 


high taxes. And whereas in pre- 
Thatcher ciays there was indeed a 
broafl, social democratic consensils 
iı Europe supporting this aim, even 
the election of a New Labour gOv- 
ernment in Britain has not brought 
that oll consensus back to life. 
Government spending averages 
48.5 per cent of gross clomeslic 
product (GDP) across the EU, with a 
peak in Sweden of ö5 per cent. 
Britain iş at the bottom of the league 
table, with government spending tak- 
ing only 41 per cent of GDP. Any plan 
ta harmanise EU taxes, while reduc- 


Commission taxes British resolve 


the Channel islands, the Isle of Man 
and the Cayman Islancls, The state- 
meut of principle says clearly: 
“Niember states with dependent or 
assaciated territories or which have 
special responsibilities or taxation 
prerogatives İn respect of other ter- 
ritories, commit theınıselves, within 
the framework of their constitu- 
tional arrangements, t0 enSUring 
that these principles are applied in 
thaşe territories tgû.” 


about a federal Europe become 
moot, because with a single cur- 
renCcy, camman interest rates and 
then with a coınmon tax regime, the 
commanding heights of a European 
superstate will have been seized. 
Take two recent statements, one 
by Monti. During "in camera" testi- 
mony to the European Parliament's 
economic and monetary affairs 
comnılttee, Mionti said that Euro- 
pean tax co-ordination was "going 


forcibly evacuated and human 
rights trampled underfoot. Never- 
theless the Turkish state ia cence 


سدس س س ست ل س ل ل ا 


regime, After this, the arguments 


people killed, thousands of villages 1. 1 
The proposal may also affect the | ahead like a missile". His policy, he | ing the tax burden in countries such ٠ r i9 : 1 1 : j 
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week unveiled its plan for the first The European Union scheme and capital income taxes, is appar | francs being driven across the the oliticnl viability of & on ا‎ suddenly free to go. He with 11 other prisoners — all water ımtil [ passed out. I wak Force. Tiirusgê, aad a tnensure af politics أ ا‎ 
uniform measure, an agreement to | threatens to start a political row in Î ently of a technical nature, but is of | der into discreet Switzerland. An e economic SY 2 mat WY about the 160 in: '|. detained without trial, ` Î starved and denied sleep.for ۰ ;| The Hizbullah leader, Sheikh RuSONONAY. i 
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Ulster: the end of the beginning 


elected oıı the basis of parallel 
consenl — by a majority of bath 
unionist andl nationalists. 

But if that sounds sticky, the 
assembly's next job appears impos- 
sible: to form the 12-member' power- 
sharing executive. Each party will 
be allocaterl places in proportion to 
its size in the assembly. It will also 
lıave to ngree to A duly of service. 
That is ¢lesigneêcl Io stop the DUP 
wrecking the cross-borcler clinıen- 
sion, and İt is cifficull to see low il 
could form pal't of the cabine1. 

Bul Sinn Fein will have lwo srats; 
he IRA will nat have decoenınıis- 
sionecl any of its weapons; and Mr 
Trimble has pledged never to sit 
wih Gerry Adams antl MNlartin 
Mc ruirness until il lors. 

Nîr Blair «lid ııuch 16 reassure 
uniauist dunblers he was serins 
thie tho IRA bud Lo tlecommission, 
No doubt be is, bul tle agreencit 
offers no Ruinranlers. 

lt is difficull lo imagine ways oul 
ol this inpasse, Uninuisl cliulblurs 
ie atuuyed that there wis iver 
any Hnkige of (he effective aqrursly 
pgm le sleropimissiuniug. 
But the legislitirn ior he dcvuler- 
ot rletse of paraiMYy jis ifs 


iS eum 12 ge rough Ihe Conte 
mons. Thi Sule 1s How set trl. 

Ihe thorny cueing of BUL rt 
rm i nm Ue bek burner. Uliris 
Hen, The lorner Hong Nef . 


guYeTMur, wil come uO wilh hik 
rerutinetklatians iH a yêiır's tin. 

xhould the exrculiyve gel up antl 
ruunıng, il will hive uulil Uctober 
A lı agree whal teross border 
buclies should be set uy. If it fails to 
tho sp — and that is ù real possibility 
— the lnerflepeucdlent nature of ihe 
agrremeên wiıuldl fectively scupr- 
per the assernbly. 

A British-irish vouncîl seems the 
least controversial elenıent, It will 
eventually include representatives 
from Westminster, the Irish paılia- 
ment anf the Scottish and Welsh 
assenıblies. There will be a long pe- 
riod in which the assembly shadows 
the six existing Northern Ireland 
departments. Assunıing all crises 
are negotiated, legislation will estab- 
lish the assembly and transfer’ pow- 
ers from London in January. 

That ia way beyond the horizon. 
Last Saturday's result was hardly 
the end or its beginning. But it was 
the end of the beginning. 
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Uuiunists in some votes. vir Trine 
ble wouid be efi wih a cGnıstamt 
headache, cteveloping perhaps into 
paralysis. 

However, the Sunday Times exil 
pol offers Mr Timble mort com- 
forl than Prof Eliot's dloonısday 
scenario. Hal the new Nürthern 
Ireland assembly been elected last 
week, it indicates that the DUP 
would have taken 15 seats ancl UK 
Unionists one. 

Mr Trimble's Ulster Unionists are 
— ûn 31 seals — pippedl as the 
biggest party by a resurgent SDLP, 
with 32, Sinn Fein ia on 15; the 
Alliance six; the Progressive Union- 
ist Party five; and Gone each far the 
Ulster Democratic Party and the 
Women's Coalition. 

After the elections, the assem- 
bly’s first function will be to decide 
who the first minister and first 
deputy minister are in the power 
sharing executive. They will be 


lan Paisley: the fight for üilaibiın is sill alive 
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aboul coincided with the NIO's 
analysis. Su Mr Paisley ant ‘Mir 
McCartney might have been jeered 
out of the King's Hall in Belfast last 
Saturday, bul the fight for uniûnisu1 
is very mutch alive. 

Sydney Elliott, professor of poli- 
tics at Queen's university, calculates 
that a 39 per cenl vote for tlie lwo 
parties ou june 25 would create big 
difficulties for Mr Trimble. That 
wauldl give the untanist No bloc 30 
seats in the 108-seat assembly, 

With 30 seats the Na bloc coulcl 
demaud that votes are taken on a 
cross-community basis. That meats 
key decisions must be backed by a 
60 per cent weighted majorly of 
members. That figure must include 
at least 40 per cent of bath unionist 
and nationalist members. 

If Mr Trimble fails to ensure the 
selection of loyal candidates, several 
Ulster Unionist Party members 
might join with the DUP and UK 


ANALYSIS 
John Mullin 


HAT, believe it or not, was 

the easy part. Now the real 

battles begin, and Northern 
Ireland is braced for a dirty war. 
David Trimble, the leader of the Ul- 
sler Unionists, scorerl a resounding 
victory, and no one should take that 
from lim. There were times, 
though, when it looked a distant 
prospect. 

The wrath of lan Paisley and Bob 
McCartney can be Îearsome, and 
tlıere were nıutinous splits in Mr 
Trimbie’"s party. Sinn Fein's cohe- 
sion sëênt shudders through the 
Ulster Unionist's Yes campaign, 

The British and Irish gover: 
ments hardiy helped. The appear 
ance of the Balcombe Street IRA 
gang at Sinn Fein's annual confer 
ence was An atrocious blunder. Tle 
parule of Michael Stone, the loyaltsl 
mass killer, was even worse. 

Law-abilling unionisls viewerl his 
crimes at least as seriously a» those 
of the four members uf the Bal- 
combe Street gang, ancl it serverl 
unly iw fuel {ears over thr prisuners 
and the No camp ınacle big inruaels. 

The Yes lobby only gul il right for 
three (lays of Ihe campniyn. But 
they were {he last three day's. 

Although the Yes cnnqrtgn Ils 
suoretl xı sSutress, no nne can be 
sure whelher ınost uniunisl voters 
backecl the deal, and thu leaves 
scope for {he Denıocratic Linicnist 
Party andl UK Unionists. 

Take their figures first. They say 
that because unionists attrncted 51 
per cent of the vote in ille past {bree 
elections, A 25 per cent No vote 
meant a ımajority of unionisis rejected 
the deal. That assumes, heroically, a 
negligible nationalist No vote. 

Mr Trimhle defined it differently, 
He said that 62 per cent of the elec- 
tarate was Protestant, so the No 
lobby needed at least 31 per cent. 

anyway, he believed several 
percentage points came from repub- 
lican hardliners opposed ta the deal. 

The Northern Ireland Office had 
yet anather calculation. Allowing (or 
95 per cent of nationalists backing 
the agreement, a Unionist majority 
kicked in at 67 per cent. Anything 
more and the gap widened. 

The Sunday Times, in its exit 
poll, believed unionists backed the 
Jeal by 55 to 45 per cent. That just 


Jakarta cancels water deal 


monkey busineaa from start to 
fmish,’' sald PAM’s mahaging 
director, Rama Baedi. “There 
was'no tendering of the contract 
whatsoever. The whole process 
was'a classic exaınple of collu- 
sion andi nepotism overriding all 


.| other considerations.” 


` The conipany thal was : 


awarded the contract to supply | 


the ather half of the city, the 
‘French firm Lyonnaiae des Eaux 
— owner of Northumbrian Waiter 
'—~ also hadl iia contract canceled. 

| A Thames Water spokes- 
woman said: “It is a country 
where the way to do buaineds 
involves.influence; and thie infiu-' 
encing lines have now changed.” 


fund to help Aslan students at 
British univeraities will be 
annoüûnced this wetk by the’ 
Foreign Office in response to the 
financial collapse in Indonèsla, 
Korea, Thalland and Malaysia. 


John Aglionby In Jakarta 
aid Nicholas Barnilater 


HAMES Water International 

became the firat foreign casuı- 
„alty of Indonesla's campaign to: 
atrip ayyay the nepotistically ' ' 1 
‘acquired assets of former. '' . 
President Suharto’s famiiy thia .'' - 
week when It lost its contract tO . . 
.sSuppÎy water to half of Jakarta: < 
j ‘Lass than three days after Mr  ' 
‘Suharto resigned, PAM Jaya, the - 
water regulator for the Indon-: : .: 
esian capital, cancelled itsco- ' 
operation agreement with PT" '' 
;Kakar Thames‘ Airindo (Kat), a - 
joint venture between Thames ''. 
land the former autocrat’s eldest 
gon; Siglit Harjojudanto.  ' . 
ı ‘The regulator, the municipal.’ 
water authority that o ed .'. 
the supply untli.Kati won the . 
contract, said that the. agreement 
had been reached improperly, i 
` “It was not fair business but 
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Arts Council in revolt 


11 advisory panels lose their’! auto- 
matic seats on the council. The 
chairmen of the 10 regional ‘arts 
„boards will also go, to be replaced by 
a streamlined council of 10 “general- 
'ists" who will haveno specific links 
to any particular art form. 

The aim is to make the council: 
‘function more efficiently by reınov- 
ing the veated: interests: believed to 


Stuart Millar 


HIGH-PROFILE resignation 
and the threat of more to come; 
in Arts Council terms, weeks ‘like 
last week. are rapidly becoming: thê 
norm as the’open revolt which has 
engulfed it since it embarked on , 
radical teform continues to escalale. 
The arts establishment is braced 


‘for yet more resignations after Lady | have clogged up the decislon-mak- 
!McMillan qult as chairwoman of the. | ing process. . 


There haye. been frequent com- 


council's dance ‘advisory panel in.'l : 


disgust .at reform. proposals which: | .plaints from arts organisations that: 


money annually, has become so un- 
iwieldy and bureaucratic that it cai 


But while’ representatives of: the : 


‘change was long overdue, they have: 


critics claim pose. a tlıreat-to the: | ‘the Arts Councll, which distributes. 
relationship between the council .| £400. ınillion .in ' grant and lottery . 


„arid the organisations it finds. ı . 
: ‘Her resignation ‘came two days 


after the 15 members.-of the drama] notfunction effectively, ’ ‘ 
.| advisory panel resigıiied en masse in il ` 
'Î individual. ‘art . forma agree that: 


protest at the reform programme: 


[| ‘They: are .furious that' the coun- 


‘cif'slıınew. chairman, ‘Gerry: Robin-' | accused the. Government .of:hand- 


“Î gan, and .its:chiéf executive; Peter.| lng the::arts. over ‘to. bureaucrats ' 
while experienced: figures: working: 


‘Hewitt, are' to press ahead reforrns 


which will see the chairmen of the | nm the arts were frozen out. 


چا ت سے م ای 


GUARDIAN WEERLY 
May 31 1898 


In Brief 


NITED Nations legal experts 
in New York ruled that lt 
1 waa not, after all, illegal for 
| Sandline, the company in dis- 
; pute with the Foreign Office, to 
| send weapans to the Nigerian- 
| led peace-keeping force that 
.„ : ıl regtored the Kabbah regime in 
™t| Sierra Leone. 


OHN ADEY, chief executive 

' ¥ of the National Blood 

: Authority, has been sacked as 
part of a drive to improve 


, confidence in the service. 


| #* HRISTOPHER HOWES, a 

| ê British mine clearance 
expert kidnapped in Cambodia 
more than two years ago, has 

' heen murderedl, the Foreign 

| Office said. 


RISTOL prison ia at the 

centre of three aeparate 
mquirtes following the deaths of 
three inmates in as many weeks. 


The nonth-lung stay is in- 
tended to prevent replanting am 
afford time for syuıbolic shoo 
from the protesters" organic gir 
«len of tomatoes, pens, elder: 
berry ard melons to ppear. 

Development of hi-tech foods 
han sparked opposition Amol : 


I1DLAND Bank faces a bili 
for damages and costs of 
ufı tû £560,000 after five of its 
lırmer keyboard operators won 
vnmpvusalion for severe cases of 
repetitive strain injury. 


Europeans concerned that tran | 1 

ferring genelic nıaterial from û اک رر شا ر ا‎ 

specles to another could crea | urdered ت‎ ! £250 million 

a ot tle enemys: in safety Improvements to 

“Farmers dfe n : ratect : 

it's the biotechnology compart: a public and prevent 

who want to make billions,” s4 

Paul, planting a اکپ و‎ fg 

beside the kitchen. “This Is a FUER nin 

message to them, to sod ofl. A £500, n E 

. f Health published a 365-page 

feport that it fervently hopes will 
snuff out claima of a Unk be- 


Ween cot death and mattresses. 


pital in his sisler's memory, is be gm CHT families whe last rela- 
lıelcl in a (rus secount in Adelaidf. ê i Ce 
“Te (wo nurses now face 4 e" . Disease after agirek 
investigation into the murder %5” contaminated ر‎ 
tions againat them 1hat could lea hormone won the male te h 
ıhem being struck uff the B gverament compensation 
nırsing rmgister' tatalll 
In what could, İn effec, am) in the High Court e 
10 lhe case being tried agal#. f 
Unite Kingtlonı Cenlral 8 س‎ 
Nıırsingg is preparing to AU : HE CO 
investigation after receivinE TT e 
nıal cnmplaint against the nurs: tempting to relnt cat 
from the Labour MP for Gls” | death Penalty afte ori 
Kelvin, George Galloway. He s4 i 158, in a pa of 
was in the public interest adopt a Euıronéan 8 tê e 
r E CE 
5 aIltIS £ . ا‎ 
“Notwithstanding any 0 p07 shment. 
I have to tlıe س ا‎ 
the facts are that the evî Wau 
tlıese women is extremely ا‎ the 9 ae Hill, a cousin 
q serious. Even though the f . Fred Weg ple raiırderer 
eon occurred abroad it İS "i + cars for o wan jailed for four 
{he less a conviction and should A | girls in ei ag on teenage 
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Activists take over field in genetic protest 


signs of a kitchen, visitors" cen- 
tre, toilets and organic garden. 
Assured that İt was a peaceful 
irespa3ss agninst “Frankenstein 
food", four officera kept watch 
while barrels of water, a kettle, 
stove and rucksacks were lificd 
over knevc-high wire mesh. A 
sympathetic lacal contractor 
autpplied free food. 

No prosecutions for criminal 
damage to the sugar-beet could 
be made because an unknown 
group destroyed the crop weeks 
before the protesters arrived, 

A court order for eviction, 
which the landlord ia consider- 
ing, may take weeks to obtain. 


17 months in prison bilterly aceusul 
then of “financial opportunisn1" ;tnrl 
of contriving stories about their 
ordeal al Ihe lıancls of Saul police 
after the families of both uurses soll 
their stories lo British newspapers 
for six-figure suns. 

1ı an extraordinary Altick, Silalı 
Al Hejuilan insisted (he Brîtislı 
nurses had nat been sexually 
nbused or torturecl in custocly. Parry 
ancl McLauchlan had inventecl thr 
claim that they had been forced to 
confess because of hug? financial in- 
centives from newspapers, he sail. 

"The British media teımptecl thenı 
with money in an effort to under 
mine and cast (loubt on thé proceel- 
ings,” he said. “This will not impress 
anyone who is reasonable. 

"The pardon granted by King 
Talıd out of forgiveness . . . shoull 
nat be undermined by tle atrocious 
slaııder and financial opportunism we 
are witnessing in this sorry affair.” 


The aftack is all the more wound- 


ing since it comes from the man who 


defendecl both women during their 


entire time İn captivity, andl who 
offered his services free of charge. 

Gilforcl's familly was clearly an- 
gered at the’ nurses’ release, and 
thelr lawyers called for the immedli- 
ate payment of A§1.7 nuillion 
(£750,000) in compehsation. 

The victim's brother, Frank Gil 
ford, said: “i reckon they should ho- 
nour their deal. I reckon we have 
behaved with the utmost civility." 

The money, A$1 million of which 
Mr Gilford has promised to a hos- 


‘Farmers are not the enem 


RE 


Building for the future: 


NVIRONMENTAL activists 
have taken over a field of 
genetically modified sugar-beet 
and plan a month-long occupa- 

tion, tvrites Rory Carroll. 

Up to 4Û squatters are inviting 
the public to visit warlçcshopa 
and displays which warn that the 
untested technology could 
damage health. They said the 
occupation, oft a football-sized 
field outside Norwich in East 
Anglia, was the first of many 
planned against an estimated 
300 test sites in Britain. 

Protesters set up camp last 
weekend. Norfolk police arrived 
+40 minutes later to see the first 


Nurses freed amid media frenzy : 


Guardian Reporters 


WO British nurses jailecl in 
Saudi Arabia after tlıe murder 

of a colleagıle were parcloned 
and freed last week by lhe country's 
ruler, King Fahl. They flew back to 
Britain and a media stornı as to 
their innocence or guilt. 

Lucille McLauchlan and Deborah 
Parry had been held in jail since 
their arrest following the murder of 
Yvonne Gilford in December 1995. 

McLauchlan,. aged 32, (rom 
Dundee. and Parry, aged 39. from 
Alton, Hampshire, were charged 
with Gilforcl's nıurder on December" 
24, 196, Gilford, a 55-year-old ÃAus- 
tralian, had arrivecl in Saucli Arabia 
several months before the British 
womên lo take a job as a senior 
thealre nurse. 

The Saudi authorities said 
NMiclauchlan and Parry had con- 
fessed to the crime and admilted 
having a lesbian relationship witlı 
Gilford. But two weeks later the 
women withdrew the confeësioııs, 
which il was later clainıed were 
made under duress, 

Parry maintained that she and 
MclLauchlan had been sexually 
molested and beaten into confess- 
ing lo the murder by Saudi police. 
“They burned my eyes with ciga- 
rettes, hitting me across the throat 
and at tlıe end of those four or five 
Jays it was easier to say we had 
done that," she told the BBC. 

Meanwhile the Saudi lawyer wiıo 
represented the ııurses during their 
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The Week In Brltain James Lewis 


Early departure for head 
of public prosecutions 


ents, A Guardian/ICP poll gave him 
and Ms Harman a performance 
rating of -5 per cent, 

The only two less popular minis- 
ters were Lord Irvine (7 per cent), 
the Lord Chancellor, who spent lav- 
ish sums of money refurbishing his 
official apartments, an! Peter Marı- 
clelson {-10 per cent}, the Minister 
without Portfolio, considered by 
mıany to have too great anı influence 
on the Prime Minister. 

Tony Blair, whose 48 per cent 
approval raling, breaks all records 
far prime uiînistërs İn office, was 
outslone by Mo Moywlanı (+64 per 
cent), the Northern Ireland Secre- 
tary, wlıo inıpressed volers hy 
plunging into the coınplexities of 
the peace process wliile still recov- 
ering fronı a brain tumour, 

As he contemplales his first Cabt- 
net reshuffle, Mr Blair will need to 
recognise that the three most PpOpU- 
lar nıinisters are Gordon Brown, the 
Chancellor: Jack Straw, the Hoıne 
Secretary: and Davicl Blunkett, the 
Eclucaltion Secretary. 

Mowlarm profile, page 24 


HE FIRST libel aclion against a 

Ulwbased Internel service 
provider (ISP} is being brotghi by 
laurernıce Gaclfrey, a London lec- 
turer in plysics antl cotınpiuler 
scieıce, He is suing Demon Inter- 
nel Limited for clefamatîon aver iı 
message postecl last year on a Use- 
Net newsgroup. A problenı for Mr 
Godfrey, who is claiming £50,000 
clamages, is that he will have to 
prove that the defence of “innocent 
dissemination”, which iş available to 
Looksliops, printer's and others, is 
not avatlable to ISP organisations, 


NEW FORM of surgery was 

Clained by a Bristol neuro- 
surgeon, Stephen Gill, as the ınost 
si2znificanl advance in the treatınent 
of Parkinson's disease for ınore than 
30 years. 

A neurastiıuulator, a paceımaker- 
lke clevice, is implanted in the 
palient's chest wall, and four tiny 
electrodes are sef (leeyt in the brain. 
In the nıidst of a tremaı' the patient 
uses a hauıd-held ınagnet to send a 
mild current to the electrodes to 
bluıck the over-active nerve cells te- 
sponsible for rigidily and spasms. 

So far 30 people have received 
the surgery, which is being seen as 
a lorg-erın alternative tn the stan- 
(larel L-Dopa drug ireatment,. 


HER A LEAVING PRESENT; 
OwE HER MY EUOM, 


AME Barbara Mills resigned as 

Director of Public Prosecutions 
a year before the expiry of her 
contract, denying that she had beeıı 
forced out by the Attorney-General, 
John Morris, before he publishes a 
damning report into the running of 
the widely criticised Crown Prose- 
cution Service. 

The CPS was in a mess before 
Dame Barbara, a high-flying crimi- 
ınl lawyer anl forıner' head of {he 
Serious Fraud Office, was appoin tecl 
to sort il oul six years ago. She 
reorganisecl the service, bud slalff 
ınorale plummeted and the CPS is, 
if anything, even nıore wirlely criti- 
cised now Ilan before Datne Bar- 
bara's appnintmennt. 

Police accuse it of slowness — 
and rehıclance — ir bhrirgmg cases 
to trial. Overburdenerl CPS lawyers 
coınplain that they cannot gel ûıı 
with their jobs because they are 
drowning in a sea of paperwaık. 
And perhaps nıost seriously, jıdges 
have criticised CPS decisions not to 
prosecute police officers over 
(leaths in cuslody. A (lrastic over- 
haul of the service is expeclerl. 

Although Dame Barbara was saicl 
to be more bureaucralic than her 
preclecessors, seemingly impervi- 
ous lo criticism aml unwilling tr 
aflnnit errurs, the likelilıood is that il 
will take more than her premature 
departure to improve a service tliat 
is recagnis&l io be ramshackle, 
underfunded and aver workel. 

Two inquiries — one into the 
organisation apd running of the 
CPS and another into the way it 
takes decisions on whether to pt'os- 
ecute police offlcers — have yet to 
report, but they are believecl tg have 
undermined Danıe Barbara's posi- 
tion. They are also likely to cause 
prohlems for {he Attorney-General 
when he 1aces the question — ulti 
mately a ministerial responsibility 
— of how the service should be 
made mare efficient. 


N CALLING tor an inquiry into 

ıe naming ofl paedophiles by 
local and nalional newspapers, the 
chairman ol the Press Coniplaints 
Conmnıission, Lord Wakeham, tlrew 
timely attention to nasty outbreaks 
of "vigilantism" wlıich have lerl to 
physical atracks un sometimes 
innocent penple. 

The contniüssion acted in re- 
sponse lo complaints from {he Asso- 
dation ûf Chief Probation Officers 
about fhe growlhl of newspaper 
"xıetdlophile registers" and canm- 
paigns to "out" chill sex uffenders. 
Us chairman, Huwartl tnckwoodl, 
sail {here were loc nNany cases in 
which newspaper involvement ancl 
heavy effitorial coverage hal servet] 
to “excite public disorder", 

The probation officers" compliuint 
îs that newspapers’ pursuit oÎ paedlo- 
phites las driven offenders uncle 
ground, making them harder to 
supervise and therefore making the 
public more, rather than Jess, vul- 
nerable. 


HE TROUBLED first year in 

office of Robin Cook, the For=- 
eign Secretary, has so damage] his 
sfanding as Lo make him as ırnpopu- 
lar among voters as Harriet Har- 
man, the Social Security niinister, 
who was given the thankless task of 
ıryiag fo cut benefits to single par 
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Files that hide a chaotic immigration system 


Seeking a new Ilfe 
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250,000 people have applied for 
political asylum in Britain over the 
past 10 years, and official figures 
show that 10,700 have been granted 
asylum and 13,000 deportecl,. “Where 
are the other 226,300?" they ask. 

This ignores the 76,000 people 
whose cases are still stuck in the 
backlog, and that some 5,000 a year 
are granted excepliopgal leave to 
renıain. The Home Office believes 
that a further 17,000 have ab- 
sconded and some 19,000 are await- 
ing their removal. 

Mr O'Brien has promised to 
speed up the proceSE of removals of 
tailed asylum seekers and illegal en- 
trants. He has argued that although 
ministers in the last Consşervative 
government doubled the nuımber of 
deportation orders they signed, the 
numbers removed Irom Britain 
actually fell. 

It is impossible to know how 
many people actually leave Britain 
each year because of Home Office 
action,. Sonne observers estimate 
that about 250,000 asylum seekers 
have settled in Londor since 199Û 
— that’s about half the number Ger- 
many has been taking in each year. 

Most are in Britain legally and 
many are banned fram claiming 
socinl securily benefits, Little 
nfficial effort has gone into the 
problems they face in settling into a 
new country. But it is a testimony to 
the multicultural nature of British 
society that such an influx has been 
absorbed without any major racist 

explosions. Except, that 1s, for an 
explosion in London's restaurant 
and music scenes. 


Samalla 


with accurate research, It is 
astonishing that after 17 years in 
government the Home Office 
lunder the Conservatives] has not 
sponsored any proper research into 
the scale of illegal immigration. 
Labour will commission the 
necessary research." 

Althouglı Mr O'Brien pronıised a 
detailed revtew of the immigration . 
system by July, ministers now seem 
to regard suclı an exercise with 
some suspicion: “By the nature of 
the problern, we do not know, and 
eatimabea mıay be rtisleading . . . 
Provisional figures for 1997 show 
that 14,150 people were traced and 
served with illegal entry papers, bul 
many of them many have entered ir 
previous years," Mr O'Brien re- 
cently told the Commons. 

This business of how many failed 
asylum seekers and illegal enirants 
actually left the country îs the really 
hat potato. Tory MPs paint out that 
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was stable until the early months of 
this year, when they suddenly in 
creased sharply. But the Home 
Office believes that this sudden 
surge had more to do with sniffer 
dogs and better detection tech- 
niques at British ports arnıd less to 
do with a new influx. They say that 
they now pick up 50 per cent of clan- 
destine entries at porls where before 
they were only catching 20Û per cent, 

In opposition Labour toyed with 
the idea of scrapping this policy of 
refusing to estimate the nunıber of 
illegals. In an unpubliahed policy 
document, Labour argued that 
headlines and theories were no 
substitute for welkconsidered action 


and practice. I said: “We need to . 


seriously address the failures of the 
system, rather than use it as a cheap 
political football, and have an inı- 
formed debate about priorities. 


"For example, it is time to put a. 


stop to inflammatory speculation 


Barred from Land of the Free: 
US rnmıgralan law lıghrened 

J Lilerary lei Intrclatê), 1401, 
"2Ë quota systenı brdughl ıı 
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for the first time. Appeal rights for 
visilors stopped from coming to 
Britain for family weddings and 
funerals are also to be restored. 

But underlying this “firm but falr” 
approach to immigration politics 
lies a flirtation by Jack Straw with 
the perennial question posed by 
rightwing backbenchers and tabloid 
newspapers: “Yes,” they ask, “but 
how many illegal inınigrants are 
there really in Britain today?" 

Ever since this particular nunr 
bers game became a populist occu- 
pation around the time of Enach 
Powell's Rivers of Blood speech in 
1968, the Home Office has refused 
to join in the sport, “It is not possi- 
ble to determine whether a person 
is in Britain .without permission 
until they have been interviewed,” 
is the official response. 

The Immigration Service says the 
number of illegal entrants found 
trying to enter Briiain clandestinely 


Alan Travis examines a 
process that condemns 

thousands of refugees in 
Britain to years of rnisery 


N AMBITIOUS and rising 
A Home Office minis- 

ter, Mike O'Brien, this 
month gave the first real hint of how 
Britain's Labour government in- 
tends to deal with an inmigration 
system it las already condemned as 
being in a complete shambles. The 
heart of that crisis lies in the back- 
log of about 76,000 asylum seekers 
wlio are waiting, soıne for years, for 
a fmal decision to be taken on their 
cases. The worst are to be found 
among the thick pile of paper files in 
ihe civil service filing cabinets 
marked "Tubby Files" in offices at 
lundon's Heathrow airport. 

Nearly 10,000 of these people 
lave been waiting since 1992 to 
learn their late. Mir O'Brien cons 
firmel this month that families 
wliose cases had nat been resolvecl 
within seven years of their applica- 
lions lo stay would be considerecl 
for "exceptional leave to renıain" in 

| a0 altempt to give the Immigration 
and Nationally Departmeıt sore 
| hope uf geting on top of tle backlog. 
1 Despite accepting tliat lhe syste 
| las been reduced to a shanıbles, 
| minislets dre keeqı lu resisl cullliy 
Mr O'Brien's statemenl an “an 
nel" because they believe itt 
wuukl be seen as rewarding liiw- 
| breakers and might encDurnyge 
ulhers to abuse andl undlerınine 
ı Britain's asylum procedure. 

They are alretaly extremely 
nervous about how his sialemeni 
will play. Ever since the eleciinn. 

, Planted news stories have appeared 
|۳" lhe rightwing press clesignecl to 
; demonstrate that Labour is tough 
ûn Immigration. In June last year 
he Daily Mail told its readers: 
raw [Hùıme Secretary Jack 
Sıraw] set to kick out thousands of 
legals." At the same tlme the Daily 
Telegraph proclaimed on its front 
Page: "Labour to send back 50,000 
Migrants.” Earlier this year the Mail 
1 Sunday even erroneously 
daimed that a blanket amnesty for A 
Presumably different 50,000 people 
was belng planned, 
Ministers have openly slarted to 
Prepare the ground by pointing out 
Publicly that the Conservatives 
hemselves gave “exceptional leave 
ا‎ (ELR) to 15,232 people in 
4 alone without trunıpeling the 
policy, 
Labour ministers now pointedly 
if that was "a Tory amnesty Or 
j apmtatic granting of ELR to 
en backlog?" In many cases the 
i On (û grant exceptional leave 
maln i8 taken for humanitarian 
ree The Home Office now 
als 0 iin that applicants will 
eres allowed to stay in Britain if 
i 18 nût a decision on their case 
e 0 ——~ a policy which 
decade ect for more than a 
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I is against this background that 
ا‎ hardline arin taken 
ns Czech Roma arıd Kosovan 
ا‎ Seekers arriving at Dover, 
i ings about the increasing 
iis etenlion should be seen. 
:ا ا‎ toughened approach las 
im. Th ات ااا‎ liberal- 
, o a utous “primary pur- 
ma e which split up ا‎ 
he has been abolished, and 

idenkal rule books and 

"qc ports which guide immi- 

CCisions are to be published 
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Waiting lists ` 
for hospitals | 
hit new high - 


nea 
David Brindle and John Carvel 
ا‎ ee 


OSPITALS were last red 
given 10 months to cul tei 
waiting lists dramatically, as b3 
total list for England hit a new high, 

fractionally below 1.3 million, 

Heallh leaders sail meeling he 
tough targets wutıld nıean openig 
operating theaires at night dan 
weekends. 

The targels are the ıneans ly 
wlıich ministers hope to hon 
their comntilnens lo get (hv lul 
list beluw the level 1lhey inherited b; 
next March — a cut of I070 -— 
and {hên to achieve a furtlıer dul ol 
100,000 before the nexl genenl 
election. 1 

The Department of Health vil : 
more {lan one in five vf all wr , 
waiting had bcen given a dalt hr 
treatıuent. Compared with a yl | 
previously, however, thr tolal lst 1 
Was UD IZ PET CEM. 

Stephen Thorniun, chief exe ' 
live o {he NHS Confesleratiu. 
which represents health aulhurill 
and 1rusts, sail the HOM milla 
provided by the (iovernmient lr 
cuilnkg waiting isis "mens ım: 
lheatlres on evenings and weekend: 
persuading tloclors, nurs iol 
1chnicians Lo work extra hours arl 
finding enough hoxpilal beds av 
vamMunily nurses f cire lur Pe" 
ple a1 home after an ojwralion”. 

He warned: “Tlie intunse focus . 
wiiing lisls risks skewing clink 
priorities and tlraining resouir 
from other areas uf the NHS, IF 
high-qualily cnmicer and men 
health services, that people al 
care deeply ahoul.” 

A rlay afler the Department ¢ ; 
Health angounced lengthening Mo | 


u‏ 2 ت 
pilal waiting llaty, the Deparinen‏ 


for Education aul Employment pF 
(duced figures showing worsenlf 
overcrowtling in the carly years ¢ 
primary school. 
“Ihe Government reaffirmed 
cure manifesto commilment to im 
nale overcrowding im the face of 
lurbing eviclence that the nuntber 
Jive- to seven-year-olds in classes 
31 or more has grown to record pr 
porlions sirice the election. : 
it blamed the ا‎ 0 1 
overnıment's final public spe 
Saleen which determined loc 
eclucation authority budgets 10 "" | 
spring of 1997 and influenced or |i 
many teachers were in thelr 1 
when the census was taken ! 
anuary. |: 
ا‎ The "ettect of Gordon ا‎ 
budgets — including £62 tS ! 
recruit 1,500 more infant teat; i 
and build 600 extra classrooms 8 1 
will not be felt until the start of : 
next school year İn September ا‎ 
Stephen Byers, the schoo larî 
dards minister, said Labour 
festo promise to fimlt all 
classes to 30 or fewer a 
achieved by September 200 
months ahead of schedule. ۳ 
“We can guarantee to Parents 
this is the final chapter İn 
of ever-increasing Infant cla 
The book ie now closed ا ا‎ 0 
classes being more & qU lush 
crowd control e e u 
learning experierıcê: e 
There were more than L.4 ii 
primary pupils in January ا اي‎ 
of 31 or.more. 4 
risen steadily, from under i ا‎ 
cent in 1990 to 35 per cen ye 
as public fundinig failed t0 


inig . 
| with the growth in pupll nune 
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Support grows for single currency 


Speaking last week in 
Foutainebleau, outsitle Paris, Mr 
Hague argued that {he post-war 
consensus in favour of economic, 
strategic and political integration iı 
Europe was outdated iıı a globalised 
lıitech world — along wih the 
interventionist “big-state" uıindsel 
wlıich accuınpaniecl it, 

His speech prumpted u scalding 
backlash from the Conservative (or 
mer deputy prime minister, Michael 
Heseltine. “He is in danger’ of losing 
a very important part of {hê Conser- 
vntive party — the cenlre ground — 
and you can't win unjess you come 
from the centre ground," he sall. 

In contrast to Tony Blair, who is 
courting EU leaclers antl Britisl 
public opinion in favour of eventuıa) 
membership of the euro, Mr Hague 
endecl a day af talks with President 
Jacques Chirac and other French 
leader's by declaring in favour of 
“civersily. pluralisn1” anl the nation 
state. 


tornte has led the Government to 
put the question of the single cur- 
rency referendum firmly on (he 
back-burner'. 

But as this latest poll shows, tlie 
further the rest of the El Iravels 
clown the roacl to lhe single cur- 
reucy, s0 opposition to tlre euro in 
Britain may well weaken. 

Meanwhile the Couservative 
leader, William Hague, revealed the 
depth of his hostlly to further 
European integration when he 
warned that the single currency 
represents “1950s solutions for the 
problems of the 1340s", and could 
wreck the stability of the entire con- 
tinent. 

"The single curreucy is irre- 
versible. One coull find oneself 
trapped in the econouic equivalent 
of a burning building with no exits," 
he predicted in terms which (le- 
lightecl his Curosceptic supporters 
ancl harrifiecl the beleaguered pro- 
single-currency wing of ltis party. 


expected to become No votes in the 
promised referendunı — are €x- 
cluded, giving figures of 58 per cent 
for the antis and 42 per cent for the 
pros. 

For the first tinıe there is now 
greater support anıong Labour Vot- 
ers for the euro than those prepared 
to vote against Britain joining 
(43 per cent to 33 per cenl. Qpposi- 
lion among Tory sıurpnporters stantls 
at 6O per cent, but is down fron the 
73 per cent registerecl last montlı. 

There is a strong gtnder differ- 
ence ûn tlhe issue. Men now split oni 
whether te jom the single vurreney, 
with 43 per cent opposed iıncl 41 per 
tenî in favour, Sceplitisnr is muclı 
slrumtger among women, who say 
that they will volte no1 lo join by 

ö3 per cenl ta 29 jer cent. 

Signs {hat opinion may be ott the 
ıuove will giye coınlorl to minislers 
who lıave adopted a “we ınight join, 
but not yet" position. Tht strong 
current Euroscepticisnı in (he elec 


Alan Travis 
and Michael White 


Os : ir Britain for the 
single European currency, 
the euro, has risen sharply in 
ihe fast month, according to the lat- 
est Guardian/ICM opinion poli. 

Aithough Eurosceplicism still 
camımands substantial backing in 
Britain, it has fallen belnw a nıajor- 
iy of 5O per cent for the firs time 
after dropping 13 points in Ihe past 
month. 

Support [or the euro has risen hy 
eighl points, 10 34 per cent — ils 
highesl level for three years. 

The change ûf henrl appears to 
have been iiluencecl by (he an- 
nnuıcepten by Ile 11 otter Euro- 
pean Union piırtnıer's Lhat they are 
defintely joining (he single cur 
reuCy NCXL yel 

The gip belween pre arl antic 
ellro cAnIps is narrowed if the “tloır't 
knows” — miny of whum wouılcl be 
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London by Angel of The North sculptor Antony Gormley. The figures, moulded from the artists body, 
give the impression of tiıe aftermath of an urhan disaster in a work called Critical Mass PHOTO. MARTIN GODWIN 


Spy claim gives twist to Aitken affair 


justice, Mir Aitken was additionally 
charged with perjury. 

The charges relate to the twa 
men's accounts of who paid for Mir 
Aitken's weekeuıd stay in the Paris 
Ritz Hotel in 1993, when Mr Aitken 
vas a defence minister. 

A draft statement by Mr Ayasş, 
leaked to the Telegraph, sets out in 
detail Mr Aitken's supposed MI6 
aclüviüies, which were apparently 
connived at by John Major, then 
prime minister, and Sir Colin Mic- 
Coll, the former head of M6, 

Lord Pearson claimed that Mr 
Aitken's evidence .about who paid 
his Ritz bill was.at the instigation of 
the Saudis. The rightwing Conserv- 
ative peer also. suggested that the 
former minîster met Mi6's Middle 
East intelligence director 11 times. 

Yet in a letter to the Times last 
October Mr Aitken dismissed the 
idea that he worked for British intel: 
ligence as a “dotty isuggestion”. 
Referring to the former cabinet 
secretary, heı wrote: ı. “Sir . Robert 
Armstrong gave me written confi 
mation of the fact that I had never 
been involved in work for MIG.” . 


nıitigating factor rather fhan a de- 
fence against the accusations. 

His evidence in his libel case was 
to prevent intelligence Hinks fron 
being exposed, the Telegraph ex- 
plained in an article by Mr Aitken's 
friend, Lord Peargan, 

But Mr Aitken later said: “Al- 
though Lord Pearson's article fairly 
interprets my original motives for 
deceiving the Guardian, 1] have 
never suggested, nor will I suggest, 
that this explanalion is anything 
other than a mitigating factor, I have 
no intention of using it as a defence 
to the allegation that I told a e on 
oath during my libel case.” 

In his letter to the Times, Mir 
Aitken repeats that he would not 
use the intelligence connection in 
his defence, but omits to say that it 
could be a mitigating factor. 

These developments come after 
the Crown Prosecution Service anc 
nounced that Mr Aitken faced crimi- 
nal charges after an Ll-month police 
investigatlon. The former minister 
and Said Ayas were charged with 
conspiracy to pervert the course of 

justice and perverting the course of 


Luka Harding 
and Davld Palllster 


HE jonathan Aitken affair took 
a bizarre turn last week when it 
was claimed that the former cabinet 
minister lied aver his Parts Ritz bill 
to conceal his role as a secret gOv- 
ernment intelligence intermediary. 
Ã lengthy report in the Daily 
Telegraph under the headline, “1 
lied for my country, says Aitken", 
appeared on ıe day that he was 
charged with perjury and pervert 
ing the course of justice. 
The decision to prosecute follows 
the collapse of his libel action 
against the Guardian last year and 
the arrest of the ex-MR, his 17-year- 
old daughter Victoria, and his close 
friend, the Lebanese-born business- 
man Said Ayas, who is algo charged 
with perverting the course of justice. 
However, despite the clear in- 
volvement of Mîr Aitken and his 
friends İn the 5,000-word Telegraph 
story, be then rebutted the claim in 
subsequent letters to the Times and 
Telegraph, and said reporta that he 
had Îled for his country were only a 


MPs stand Up 
to child labour 


Lucy Ward 


ULTINATIONAL companies 

last week admittedl they hacî 
ı10 specific rulcs to prevent child 
labour ancl in some counties 
could not guarantee equal 
opportunities for women. 

Four glohul giants — BP, 

Shell, Rlo Tinto and Unilever — 
came under presaure from MPs 
deapite inaiating that their starıd 
av human rights lad iı aome 
cases forced them to sacrifice 
business. 

The Commons foreign affalrs 
select camımnittee called for 
cvidence ag part of an inquiry: 
focusing on forelgn policy and 
human rights. 

Sir John Stanley, Conservative 
MP for Tonbridge and Malling, 
pressed the compnanitcea on 
whether they insisted on a global 
minimum age for employecs. 

Richard Newton, BP's director 
for Europe, adınitted that the 
firm, which has workers in more 
than 7O countries, hal no warld- 
wide minimum age applied 
across the board. But lye said: 
“We do through our support of 
the UN Declaration on Human 
Rights, ard the recognition that 
the use of child labour is an 
abuse of human rights, respect 
that, and we would want to imple- 
ment that in all our operations," 

Guy Walker, UK national marı- 

ager of Unilever, which employs 
250,000 people outaide Britairı, 
including tea plantation workers 
in Kenya and Sri Lanka, said the 
firm's lack of a minimum age 

policy was an “area of concern”. 

The corporatlans said they 

were obliged to respect religious 
laws and customs which in some 
countries outlawed women's 
employment. 

All four inaisted their sub- 
sidlarles did not offer bribes to 
aecure business and aald thelr 
etlıical stance had, in some 
cases, loat them business. 

Robin Aram, head of external 
affalra at Shell, which does busi- 
nessa İn Nigteria, pointed out: 
“Speaking up on human rights 
does not come without cost.” 
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Dictatorship 
not yet dead 
in Indonesia 


EDITORIAL 


HE dictator has gone, but 

can his dictatorahip sur- 
vive? This ia the big question the 
Indonesian people will have to 
aetille if they are to wrench theut- 
selves free of Suharto’s polsoncd 
legacy. After 32 years of absolute 
rule, thc general/ president has 
stepped down in a manner that 
ig, at least, less dramatîc tharı 
the bloody circumstances in 
which he came to power. 

The violent incidents of recent 
days, evoking memories of the 
anti-Chinese massacres in the 
19603, lıave hastened the emer- 
gence, both in Indonesia and 
abroad, of a peaceful scenario 
designed to stave off the worst — 
at least for the dme bcing, But 
will ft remain peaceful? Indlo- 
nesin has the misforiunté vf | 


TOMGÉS DE LA NUIT! 


presence of regular Uganclan arnıy 
solcliers in Rw:uncla. 
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being a country that can concval 1 
cextrcme violence beneath i lw. : 
witching exterior. 


The solution that has been 


adopted — no0minalng Su htt" 
closest political crony to succvul 
him — is probably just ns short- 
terım AS it is tınsatisfacltory. The 
man is finished, but lia system 
lives on. The job of making the 


country democratic, if only tn 
bring it in line with minimal iıı- 
ternational standards of plurality 
and freedom, has yet to be 
started. 

It is up to the Indonesians to 
establish the basis of a state 
where the law prevails and which 
is likely to satisfy the expcec- 
talons of the world’s most popu 
lous Muslim ration. In such an 
undertaking, religion can play a 
more pasitive part than at first 
glance seems passible. 

The fallure of the political 
community, kept under tight 
control in Suharto’s me, to 
come up with proposals for A 
society matching the people's ex- 
pectations has led te the respan- 
sibility for such an onerous task 
being laid at the door of the lead- 
ers of the Muslim community — 
in much the aame way as İt was 
for Poland's Roman Catholic 
Church in the Îast days of commu- 
nism, But much may also depend 
on the support such a transfor 
mation recelves from abroad. 

The role played by the United 
Statea in helping to enge tension 
in Indöbneasia and: the lack of 
determination that It and the 
rest of the İinternallopal comntu- 
nity. are showing in other un- 
atable situations: makes for a 
atriking ‘contrast, Indonesia 15 
proof. positiye that an’ internal 
crials likely. to have potendally 
worrying intersatonal repercus- 
alons can be influenced hy 
external powers. 8 

It wouldn’t be a bad thing for 
the US, and the Weat in general, 


with the Middle Eaat or China. 
Do suffering communities have 
to wait for af «economic crisis 
that tbreatens the stability of n 
region, and ‘perhaps the glohal 


apy concern? 
(May 22) 


- to remember that when dealing 


` markct, before the West shows 


ln documents produce in Marelı 
therét are 


The Military Assislmce and 


Training Delachuceus servexl as 
laboratory for seiling up, frum 193, 
a chain of command specific tu 
military intelligence arl actin, 
with the crealion of a special opera: 
uns comand uudler lhe army 
cliefrokstaffs direct authority. 


(May Z1) 


1993, for exanıple. 
refvreucex lo Mentity paper's "Touncl 
by chance", it is claimexl of five 
Ugitxlan olfivcers and five soldiers 
kile in fighting in Rwonda, in i 
velicle with Lganclan muurkings. 
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ET ON ATTEND LA 


‘Go to the river bank and wait ûli it gets dark 
‘Sir, your right arm hasn"t been blacked up" 


Detachments taking part in the 
Panela nıission were suspectecl of 
excvedling thctir brief ant crossing 
into Uganfli, as soıhe commantla 
(ruups İaler buasledl, in search of 
cvileqce ul Kupalkts wuililiiry it- 


volvement wih ihe RPI Eye 
wilnesses hayP reputed thai they 
saw French solliers, rather thin 


Iresiclent Juvénal Haly'arimana's 
sulrliers, uperating Rwandan army 
artillery. 

Panta alsu provided the French 
with ıı opporrunity tO co-operate 
with the Rwandan secret service, 
which useıl photographs and docu 


ments purporling to show RPT 
atrociies agains\ the people and the 


The unit was gradually expanded, 
and the new mission was named 
Operation Panda. At the end of 
1992, the number of officers as- 
signed to Panda was doubled, and 
40 more were added ln the following 
year, The detachments came mainly 
from three regiments forming the 
Rapid Action Force, 

The task of these new arrivals 
was, bluntly, to support tlie Rwan- 
dan army in two (raining camps 
located close to the Ugandan border 
in the north, near the front linet. 
These officers were to train soldiers 
in the use of armouırecl vehicles anıcl 
105mm guns. 

Equipped for night fighting and 
possessing powerful long#listance 
transmission facilities, these men 
were to remain in constant toucll 
with the highest political and mili 
tary authorities in Paris, who were 
ıranaging the crisês in Africa. They 
could, if necessary, bypass ille usual 
chain of conınand. 

This is precisely what happenecl 
in Rwanda: a direct, cûtlecdl line ot 
communication was rstablished he- 
tween the regiment un lhe grouncl 
ard the Elysèe via the army com- 
mand and the presidenlial aflive, 
wliere the whole operatiun was 
managedl by a crisis group that in- 
clutlecl General {}uesnol ind 
Colonel Jean-Pierre Huchun. 

The commantlo struclurt Was 
rlismantied just befure April 19%4, 
when France had to rush a 400- 
strong force of paratroopers tO 
evacuate about 1,50 French and 
ather foreign nationals Irom the 
country as the RPI advanced on 


Kigali. 


Jacques lsnard 


SENIOR French general 
A has adnıitted that France 

ran a covert operation in 
Rwanda between 1990 and 19493 to 
help the Kigali army cope with 
altacks by the Rwandan Patriotic 
Front (RPP. 

General Christian Quesnot, who 
was President François Mitter- 
rans chiefkofstaff at the Elysêe 
palace, was part of the special unit 
hat managed crises in Africa. 
Testifying on May I9 before the 
parliamentary commission looking 
into French involvement in the 
Rwandan wat, he said that before 
Ûperalion Turquoise France had 
rained the regular Rwandan army 
(consisting of 5,200 nıeıı tn the early 
l0) in the use of armaured 
vehicles, cannon and helicopters. 

At the height of what was kıuown 
as Operation Noroît, whiclı involvec] 
sending two French companies to 
Ruwanda betweeu 1990 aud 1903 to 
ensure the safety of foreign nalion- 
als, France 
inteligence and action units for 
duty with the Rwandan arıny in 
iriler 10 help them fig Ihe 
Ugandan-hackecl RPF, 

Before Operalion Nuruil was 


assignel military 


. reinlorcerl with the addition ul 4U) 


Maratroopêrs, the French Military 


; Croperation Missian (MMC) hal 


ddnul 30 specialists, These officers 
ni NCOs, generally stationed Îor 


; lo years with their families, had a 


twofold task: to train army person- 
nêl and to provide maintenance and 


, Pairs for the arnıy's Frencli-made 
| Military equipment, 
ا‎ 


origin, haş succeeded in keeping 
his personal history and business 
affairs ahrouded in secrecy, He is 
said to have been worth $500 ımtl- 
lion. But what were his relations 
with the government? That is a 
question which is likely to remaln 
unanswered. 

During the Argentine dictator 
ship between 1976 and 1983, the 
former computer salesman is said to 
have fronted for a nunıber of com- 
panies connected vith the military 
regime. With the restoration of 
democracy,. he maintained good 
relations with Ral Alfonsin's gov 
ernment and later with his succes- 
sor, Menem IK vas. during the 
latter's presidency that rumour 
credited him with being at the head 
of a vast holding controlling, in par- 
ticular, the privatised postal service 
and the manufacture ûf passports, - 

Yabrûn had always dented . that 
there was any such empire and 
claimed that he was an ordinary 
businessman victimised by political 
“manipulation. . 

Despite the suspicions hanging 
over hiın in connection. with the 
murder of Cabezas, he was received 
at the Casa Rosada —.the presiden- 
tial palace — last June. The public 
was scandalîsed by tlie visit, which 
waş interpreted as an expression of 
government ` support, At the. time, 
Yabrûn was a smiling, selftanfident 
man who declared that in.his view 
“power 1s synonymous with Ime 
puny. .. i. : 

Commenting on .¥abrén's' death, 
Cavallo said: “If President Mienem 
had initjated an .investigatian as I 
did,. the. loss of many lives coulcl 
have been avojded." . . 0 

(May 22)‏ ت 
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Businesaman Yabrûn, left, who 1a 


:ا 
0 ° 


was suspected of ordering the death of photographer Cabezas, right 


to stay out of reach of the photo- 
grapher's lens. The picture showing 
Yabran and his wife strolling along 
Pinamar beach was the first time 
the businessman's picture had ap- 
peared in the press, and was ored- 
ited to Joşê Luis Cabezas, Ten 
months later, the photographer was 


dead. 
Argentine society was deep 


moved by the killing which, in view 
of a presidential election scheduled 
for 1999, triggered an out-and-out 
war between Menem and Eduardo 
Duhalde, governor of Buenos Aires 
province, After several members of 
the province's police force were 
implicated, Duhalde had to order a 
drastic purge of. the security, 


services. 


The investigations also revealed 
the possible involvement of a group 
in #which police officers worked 
alongside bodyguards employed. by 
Yabréan. At the time, the governor 
advised Yabran to. “get .himself a 


good lawyer”, 


Yabrûn, like Menem of Syrian 


but both government and oppost- 
tion are reactlng cautiously pending 
confirmation by a postmortem 
examination of the police inquiry's 


preliminary findings. 


Domingo Cavallo, an opposition 
member and a former economy 
minister wha was Yabrûn's sworn 
enemy, nevertheless declared that 
the businessman had İiong “benê: 
fited from the protection of judges, 
Carlos 


police and [President] 


Menem's governmenl”, 


Jt was Cavallo who, in 1995, 
focused public attention on Yabrûn 
by accusing him at an open Con- 
gresş sitting of.being the head of a 
criminal organisation rooted inside 
the government’. Cavallo, who had 
been .şerving. as a minister ‘sincê 
1991 and was perceived as the archi 
tect of the couniry’s economic re- 
coyery, was djamissed in, July 1996 


by Menem, 


Meanwhile an issue of Noticias 
magazine carried a cover photo of 
Yabrûn, nicknanıed “The Invisible 
Man” because he went to such pains 


Vabrûn had not been heard of 
Ce May 16 when he fled an arrest 
ji ant Issued by Judge José Luis 
٤ an who is investigating the 
ا‎ 3S murder. Hiding out in his 
eft. Province of Entre Rios, in one 
hl ل‎ estancias (large estates) 
° owned in Argentina, the 
goman is reported to have put 
" la his mouth and pulled the 

st as the police were 


0 wife of a police offi- 
YINE a prison term for 
Involvement in the photographer's 
declared on May 15 .that 
al ordered my husband to 
Zs because he [Yabréûn] 
sland being photo- 


3 of Yabrûn's d 
eh sS death has. 
Dcked the Political establişhment, 


Death adds 
to murder 
mystery plot 


Christine Legrand 
İn Buenos Alres 


RGENTINES are bewildered 

by the death on May 20 of 

o Yabrûn, aged 53, a shadowy 
Bure and one of the country’s most 
| businessmen, He waş sus- 

Pected of being the brains behind 
! murder on January 25, 1997, of 
و‎ luis Cabezas, a photo-journ- 
e Noticias magazine, whose 
charred body, handcuffed and with 
a bullet in his head, was found on 
Fasleland near the Atlantic beach 


the 


resort of Pinamar. 


SÎR 


closing in to arrest him, 


Cer wy 


“Yabrin h 
I Cabe 
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#raphed?, 
Ney 


Intellectuals" Association 
1 


.— 


E کک‎ 


س 


lace ith | 
scheme of tıings as in توي‎ 1 


he chaos bl 


GUARDIAN WEBI; 
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politically by eucouraging an lar: ' 
movemeıl that co-operated cle! . 
wilh the regime. 

Member's of that niovenel 
embodied in tlıe Indonesian Husin 


founded in 1990, sought to yr 


Suharto even as he used hn. 


Their hopt was, by penetrating r 
governınenl, bureaucracy il 
educaliotal systeui, 10o create u 
Islamic society. Other Muslim, 
including the prominent ınodergl 
Muslim leader Abdurrahmin 
Wahid, criticised this programme 
thinly disguising the real objecikr 
of an Islamic state, 


Some ICMT stalwarts also tookup | 


the idea of proportionalism in 
government, meaning that Muslin 
should get the 40 per cenl ûf gir 
ernment and civil ser'vice pists I 
which their proportion of tiie pupr 
lation “entitled” {ltem, anid of alif 
ımalive aclon İl ille ECOnonî 
meaning that Muslims should getı 
helping hand fren SintrInfonetiin 


businessmen, on the Malays: 


ımadel. Men wilh JIslouisl ide. 
were even piromuled wilhin U 


military, aMbhough Lhey remain 2 
minority. Uusuirprisingly, Ue 


peopl’ were in favour of ahah 
carrying on in pwr iu N, aJ 


ı NuMber eof rotirecl ser vie vllket’ + 


uy seCUlu politica, aud le 


ers of Ihe much lirger anl r 
ıuoflerite Wlusliin ivf clallOli. ff? 


Nalulllut linn, were nul. 


HIF MONT serie. lens 
created by Sulirlo™s nal’ , 
yrs iı the nivelien is Û 
between lhe mililary and the ne 
Muslim activists, so it is inıteresl; 
(hal the men ol the moment If 
Inclonesia are the new preside 
B J Habibie, a noi entirely sef 
figure who is nevertheless a leader 
Amien Rais, also a member of ICM | 
bul one who turned very recenl | 
and Ûenêfz ! 


against Suharto, 
Wiranlo, the commander 
armed forces. 


Rais has fulminated agirî 


"Chrislianigsalion" and aff 


Suharto's economic policies # 
cause good Muslims were nol gt 
ting their share of economic acl 


The enthusiasm of some 


activists far “democracy” MAY U 


be linkecl to the idea that they ™' 


be the overwhelming victors 0 


free election and the natu 
permanent masters thereafter. 


Suharto’s political legacy 1% thu: 
as problematic as his econonne onê 
A reassertion of the political و‎ 
of the: military, the pursuit o 


Islamic state, or some kind 


off between Islamists and the 


are not happy prospects. 


nately, there is a substantial ol 
ate Muslin movement, أ ا‎ 
are significant secular 40 pat | 


cratic political groups {1 


survived within the arial 
{ democrêl | 
cally inclined noırgovernn#® 


sek-up that Suhartê tt 
as a whole new seclor û 


organisations. ' 


There inay also be offices 1 


while unwilling to give ub î o 


a special and legitima 
for the forces, understand 
cannot occupy as large 4P 


Together, they should 


chance of Irying (© POV ta! Þ 


Indonesia ' can: have fre 


the Crocodile Hole gy obollse3- 


. yithout talling into 


Chaos at the shrine 
of Urocodile Hole 


Martin Woollacott 


ROCODILE HOLE is thé 
evitsounding naımne of (he 

place near Jakarta where six 
Indonesian generals were nıuı- 
dered in 1he failed coup attempt that 
lel to the replacement of Sukarno 
by Sulıarto, 

After the troubles, it became ù 
shrine. Visitors remove their shoes 
before passing in front of reliefs 
showing the war against the Dutcl, 
Sukarno studying a book while 
plotters lurk in the background, tle 
generals being tortured by commu- 
nist women, and the arrival, in the 
nick of time, of General Suharto and 
his armoured cars, The reliefs Jo 
not slow the later massacres of 
several hundred thousand followers 
of the conımunists, many of them 
killed by young Muslim activists. 
But they are a powerful stateınent of 
the basic principle of his regime, 
which is that Indonesian society, 
because of its ethnic, religious, antl 
class divisions, will, if left to itsell, 
collapse into anarchy antl even civil 
war. 

The (lifficulies of speak 
frankly in an unfree society, anl Pur 
haps suımr lavanese preference fiir 
indlireclion, have meat thal (lise 
matters have for years been tli 
cussed in a slrange jargon rıacle ul 
ùf acronyms antl generntilies. 

Concepts such as "Sara", fur 
example, which is shorlhimd for 
"Suku, Ras. Agama, Anlar Goalnn- 
gan”, the ban on provaking cthuic, 
racial, religious, or' class troubles, 
abound. The journalist Goenawin 
Molhamınafll years ago wrote an 
essay called A Thousand Slogans 
And One Poem, in which he 
deplored the way in wiıiclh Ihe 
regime's propaganda hal ımadle 
everything into a dull code. Yet it is 
a code (hal has some meaning. 
Pancasila, the founding Indonesian 
ideology, contbines belief in Goll, 
hunmanitarianism, national unity, 
conseuslls tlemocracy, and social 
justice, It is a shaun bolic intelleciural 
structure within which factions in- 
slide the regime, Its defenders ancl 
critics have for years nıanoeuvred. 
This, with the counterpoint of 
violence on the streets and the 
regime’s own violence against its 
opponents, has been Indonesian 
politics under Suharto. 

Whether those politics have pre- 
pared the country for a transition to 
a pluralist and democratic system or 
whether they have damaged tlıat 
possibility is a question the next few 
months will answer. Suharto has left 
a legacy of diviglon on twa levels, 
Hiş kind of dêvelopment widened 
the gaps befween the classes, and, 
in its collapse, has damaged all but 
the very rich. His kind of politics 
also widened gaps between differ 
ent groups and institutions, notably 
the military and one wing of polili- 
cally active Muslims. The divisions 
could dangerously interact. 

As Suharto's comrades of lhe 
1945 generation passed into’ retire- 
ment, the armed ‘forces Jost the 
lion's share of inıportant civil posts 
and of tlıe state sector econonıy. 

The generals remained privileged 
and important, but had clearly lost 


ground, Suharto had already but- 
tressed his: position ` on ithe’ eco-, 
nomic front by an’ alliance with. 
Chinese-Indonesian entrepreneurs, ' 


Later he relntorcecl hîs position 


nationalist unifer, a mar seeking to end the old 
lufighting. For relative newcomers to democratic 
potiics, Siun Fein are extremely good at it. 

Mir Adams’ second move was, once again, to 
ask David Trimble to talk to him face to face, 
something the Ulster Unioniat leader has stead- 
fastly refused to do. Those who want an outbreak 
of peace, love and harmony in Belfast may wish Mîr 
Trimble would reach out a symbolic hand, but they 
can hardly hiame him for refusing. He wants to 
give no quarter to his hardline critics within union- 
ism, the erstwhile leaders of the No campaign. 

Mr Trimble is right to worry. Many unionist wa- 
verers may be glad that the agreement went 
through and that the assembly is on ita way — but 
noşy think they should pack the body with tough 
guys, just to keep it on the pro-union rails. They 
may believe that the presence of Mr Paisley and 
his nlt-picking confrère, the UK Unionist MP 
Robert McCartney, will block the Sinn Fein crowd 
from wlelding too much influence, An assembly 
with a strong Paisleyite hue may strike some 
unionists as the best of both worlda. 

But that would be a big mistake. The No cam- 
paigners have made it clear that their role in such 
a body will be as wreckers. They now have a 
political, even personal interest in proving that 
they were right all along — and that shared rule 
cannot work, Unionists took a great step forward 
last week. They should not take a step back by 

voting for the agreement's would-be saboteurs on 
June 25. 

All sides need to adopt the same attitude to the 
other rejectonists who remain bent on uudoing 
the good work. The men of terror on both sides 
have not gone away. Last Sunday a bomb was 
found under a railway bridge in a nationalist dis- 
trict of southwest Belfast, amid fears that the 
Loyaliat Volunteer Force could saon call off the 
ceasefire it annouııced in the fast stages of the ref- 
erendum campaign. In this atmosphere, there are 
useful gestures the pro-agrecment forces could 
make. Gerry Adaıns could tall more of his desire 
to hriug the war to an end. David Trimhle could 
lean on the Orange Order not to send its annual 
march at Drumcrce on July 13 down the nationai- 
iat Carvaghy Road. Both moves would help focus 
Ulster eyes on ıe prize of co-operation. 

For now, all the people who brought Northern 
Irelanıd to this moment of possibility deserve some 
congrabilation — from the province's politicians to 
the former paramilitaries, the [riah government to 
the Clinton administration, from John Major to Ms 
Moawlam. Mr Blair deserves gpecial credit: his 
presence last week regssured unionists just as 
they furched dangerously clone to a No vote. After 
referendum asucceasea in Scotland, Wales and 
London Mir Blair can now boast a four-out-of-four 
victory run — but this is the one that mattered 
niost, 
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Eyes on the 
Irish prize 


HE FUTURE took on the past in Northern 

Ireland — and won. Ranged on one side were 
the bitternegsses of a 30 years’ war, the memories 
and hurt that refused to go away. Ranged on the 
other were fadyue with a futile conflict, the 
realisation that no one could ever win the battle of 
Uister and that it was best for the two communites 
who share that lartd to live in it together. On one 
aide were lan Pataley and his prophets of doom, 
bellawing a laud, long No. On the other was 
perhaps the unlikelleat coalition ever assembled: 
Sinn Feln and the Ulster Unionists, U2 alinger 
Bono and a former chief constable of the Royal 
Ulster Constabulary, Bll] Clinton and William 
Hague, Richard Bransan and the Balcombe Street 
gang, Tony Binir and the loyalist prisoners of the 
Miaze. They all said Yes to the Good Friday agree- 
ment, and last weekend's referendunı result saw 
them recruit the moat crucial ally of all to their 
conllion: the people of Northern Ireland fthem- 
selves, More than 7O0 per cent said the word loud 
And clear: Yes. 

There are disputea as to the exact proportion of 
unionists who voted tltat way. The Palsleyltes bend 
the figures to argue that the 71-to-29 per cent 
victory margin means a majority of unîoniats voted 
No. David Trimble reckons the number of unionist 
recalcitrants iş closer to 35 per cent. Since people 
did not caaf their votes with colour-coded ballot 
papers of orange and green, we shall never know 
for sure. But maybe we don’t need to. For one 
thing, as Mo Mowlam, the Northern Ireland 
Secretary, pointed out after hearing the result, a 
3-1 victory hardly needs a replay. More decply, if 
the people's verdict means anything, it surely re- 
vegls a desire to escape from the old scctarianisnt. 

So wh lıappens next? Next month Northern 
Irelauıd votcı's go to the polls again, to clecl the 
new assembly approved hy the referendum. The 
poliicians of the province must be the most ex- 
haustcd in the democratic world: no sooner had 
they finished their all-ıight marathon talks that 
culminated in agrcemcnt, than they were plunged 
into a long referendum campaign. Now they have 
to find new energies — to win a role in Northern 
Ireland's first attempt at self-rule in a generation. 

Sinn Fein showed its usual poliüical guile by 
atriking firat. Gerry Adams's offer of an electoral 
pact with the SDLP was briskly snubbed by John 
Hume — who believes he needs no help from 
anybody after seeing polls that tp his party to be 
the largest aingle entity in the new body. Still, he 
risked looking narrow and partisan while Mr 
Adams scored PR points by casting himself as a 


ally regarded as a disincentive to vote. It was taken 
almast for granted that the poll would barely match 
the 35 per cent of registered voters in the last, 
Britah-run election of 1995, Yet Hong Kongera 
defied both predictious and torrential raln to turn 
outin nunıbers far greater than were ever achieved 
under British rule, Some of those votea may have 
been cast to punish Mr Tung for rewriting the 
rules, but many seem to have expressed a patriotic 
view that, in the firat election under Chinese rule, 
Hong Kongera had a duty to make it a success. 

Will China and the Hong Koug establishment 
draw the right conclusion? There are etill those 
agelug conservatives in Beijing who throw a fit at 
the mention of Mr Lee, and who cannat forget that 
the students in Tiananmen Square were calling for 


democracy too. Tsang Yok-aing, the Independent: 


minded leader of the pra-Chinese Democratic 
Alliance for the Betterment of Hong Kong {DAB), 
offerecl some good advice to such people. He hoped 
China would learn tlrat “democratic elections don’t 
necessarily lead to chaos [or] to confrontation 
between the elected people and the government". 
The issue now is the timetable for the transition 
to a Legislative Council which is fully chosen — in 
the words of the Chinese Basic Law governing 
Hong Kong — by “universal suffrage". At preaent 
the Law provides for a revlew after 2007 (by which 


time half the aeats will be directly elected) to 
dlecide how to achieve the aim. Hong Kong officials 
are describing this result as a solid foundadon for 
that review: indeed few dispute that there will he 
full democrucy, tf not in 2007, then soon after, The 
question railaed by this election |ls whether it 
should be introduced earlier. At any rate Hong 
Kong politics, after a troubling transition, seems in 
unéxpectedly good shape, That is a result of which 
everyone can be İn favour, 


Quiet triumph 
for democracy 


EE can take satisfaction from the Hong 
Kong elections, and the supporters of demo- 
cracy most of all. The result abows beyond a 
shadow of doubt that where the voters can caat 
their votes directly, the great majority will choose 
candidates who are committed to a fully democra. 
tic syateın. This ballot for the one-third of seats in 
the Legislative Council chosen by direct elections 
i» the only sure test of Hong Kong public opinion. 
lt has produced a resounding victory for Martin 
Lee, his Deniocratic party, and the outspoken 
independents associated with the same cause. And 
itis a result that the Chinese government, now İn û 
more forward-looking nmıood, would be well 
advised to consider positively. 
in doing s40, Beijing may legidmately regard the 
reault as a success for its policies too, YVhat better 
proof that it is honouring the “one county WO 
systema” arrangement than an election won — lı) 
the area directly contested — by some of fhe 
Chinese government's most outspoken critles? Of 
course there has been some tilting towards Beijing 
by the Hong Kong éllte — just as it used to lt to- 
wards Lonclon. There is also more self-censorship 
in the Hong Kong press, although a good deal of 
eriticism continues to be expressed. But Chinese 
officials have refrained visibly from interfering in 
Hong Jong, and the notlon abroad that “things 
have changed” irreveralbly is simply not true. 
Hong Kong's chief executive, Tung Chee-hwa, is 
also cıtitled to claim the election aa a sncceas. The 
complex clcctoral aystent he introduced wes gencr- 
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Right Wins 
Elections 
In Hungary 


Chrlstline Spolar In Budapest 


HE Socialist-lerl governmcnt 
of Prine Minister (ryula 

Horn fell fron power this week 
ns votcrs ralliecl bchindl counsery- 
ative opposition parltics in (he 
second rouncl of nutional cc 
dons in Hungary last Sunday. 

Harn" party, wliicls hul daonsi- 
nated parliamczıt tind] elke uuit i1 
first-place showing in ballotinit 
iwo weeks previously, wis 
placed second behind the 
Tlungarian Civic Purity, A main- 
siran rigilt-wingt organizrliiun 
spiuvnuel by the pre- 1489 slut 
dlent disaiclent movement, 

\Vilth virtually’ all ıc vVutes 1 
vaunlad, the Civic Parly appt 
| have won 1-18 of FRO sSuuls in 
1 puarlitunenl, while he Soviilints 
took nn vstimedecl [3-1 souls. 
populisl, more hewed-linc rigluU- 
wing pitrfy, lhe Smallhuldern, 
won an csliniuocl HE sGittn, | 


a EE 
PH eFC | while tn extreme rightwing, 
prly, the Huunyarian Piarly' for 
Justice angel Life, will cnier pnr- 
liam for the Arst mu wilh 1-1 
scuats. The Hungnriin 

Democrnlic Forum, 4 CONSCErFVilt 
tive party thal won the frst glu- 
mocratic elections herc in 1990, 
captured about I 7 seats. 

The Sucialistes' junior coalitlm 
purlncr, the Alliance of Prec 
Democrats, was the biggfeat loser 
in the vote, winning just 24 
seats, compared with 69 in 
1994 elections, 

Civic Party leader Viktor 
Orban, a onetme atudent dissi- 
dent now slated to become the 
the next prinıe minister of this 
eight-year-old democracy, spent 
much of the past decade verbally 
jabbing at Hungary’s old 
Communist rulers and then 
their Socialist heirs. Hia chal- 
lenge will be to And a consenaua 
among a strong-willed and feisty 
pack of conservative groups. 
Horn offered] no hints to his 
future after the election result 
became clear; instead, the 


Whal reais u nnnsweretl is wiy 
mao udonms, sme barely evo 
teniagers, are resurting lO0 such 
deaclly violence. 

Ninny sehouls have sirugguletl fat 
more han decade to stup sullen 
guunfighis between gangs, or be- 
lween sludlents feuding over girls. 
jackets and lrendy basketball sne rl: 
ers, What's tlistinct iboul {le recett 
rasl of shootings js that the stu- 
dents at {he center of (hem carefully 
planned thıe attacks, then [ired oıı 
their classmates randomly. 

Some eclucators are also bracing 
themselves for copycat aftacks. Last 
week, police in St, Charles, Mis- 
souıî, arrestel three sixth-gracle 
buys who had written a “hit list" and 
were plotting to pul! a fîre alarm and 
shaot at classmates on the last day 
of school, 

"The great risk here is that tle 
more kids see other kils doing 
these things, fhe more theyll think 
it gives them permission to act out 
the same fantasies," said Dwyer, 
“Unless schools deal with thal, 1 


Violence 
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Weatern military alliance — and 


polls ahowed the Socialists to be 


boosted turıuout. The firat round 


election since the 1989 collapse 
of Communist rule. Last Sunday, 


doubt we've seen the last of this.” 66-year-old career politician 
said his party had made a “re- 
apectabhle”" showing, “consider- 
Barak. But the court consented to Î ing that all our enemies joined 
take the case and promised to reach j forces agninst us." 
a decision as quickly as possible. He said the new government 
Lee Hocksladler in Jerusalem adds: | ahould “make the stability’ of 
A higlı-powered U,S. congressional | the country” its priority and 
delegation visiting Israel this week Î “preserve the achievements of 
is giving the lie to the maxim that | the past four years.” He cited 
when it comes to Aınerican foreign | NATO expansion — Hungary, 
policy, political debates end at the | the Czech Repttblic and Poland 
shoreline. have been invited to join the 


Hungary’s economic reform 
program aS part of this govern- 
ments legacy. 

In the final days of the race, 


losing ground to voter anxiety 
about crine and corruption, 
and this lasue seems to have 


af voting on May 10 drew the 
laveat percentage of voters — 
56 percont— in any national 


The bipartisan eight-member' del- 
egatlon, led by House Speaker Newt 


Gingrich, RGeorgia, andl Denno’ 


èratic Minority Leader Richard A. 
Gephardt, D-Missouri, spenl its Arst 
full day in Jerusalem assuring 
everyone concerned that when ii 
comes to making peace lı the Mid- 
dle East, Congress is on Jsrael's 
side, come what may, 1 
That message is at odds with (he 
Clinton administralion's strategy in 
recent weeks to intensify the pres- 
‘sure on Israeli Prime Minister Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu, whom it regards 


as both intransigent and unwillng Î 57 percent of all votera partlcl- 
to compromise with Palestinians Î pated, the highest percentage for 
regarding the stalled U.S-bhrokered A a second-round parliamentary 
peace process. èضlecflon‎ here. 
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“Ifall sliools do is add guards, or 
metal dalectors, or pul studems iH 
unifurms, ur expel them, il won'l 
wurk," sail Ken Dwyer, the assis- 
tanî tirecior of ihe National Assot:i- 
ation uf Shoal Psycholagists, "You 
dûn't change a kid's behavior by ex- 
pelling hini. The real solulion is iû 
teach these stuclcnts how to think, 
how lo acl, how to (lêeal with Lheir' 
anger. Maybe that wasıu't the job of 
a school in 19430, but ii is now.” 

Another problem is that many 
educators think their schools are 
safe, even as the tally of shootings 
nationwide mounts. 

Nearly three dozen students or 
teachers have been killed in violent 
incidents in the past year at schools, 
and the number of multiple killings 
at school sites is rising. But there 
are more {han 50 million students 
and nıore than 80,000 schools 
across the country. The vast major- 
ity of tihem never face the kind of 
profound shock and grief unfolding 
now at the high school in Oregon, 
or two months ago at Westside Midl- 
dle School in Jonesboro. 
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The motlker uf a stuclent iujurcd in (he Circegon sh 


from schouls last year fur Lhal 
ffense, Kiplansl Kinkel, (he 1year- 
oll wlıo has been arresleil over {lr 
high school shooting In Oregon, 
had been expelled jusi a ay carlier 
for bringing a gun to class. 

To calm angry students, schools 
are also hiring staff trained In con- 
flict resolution or organizing teams 
of students to help counsel class- 
ınates. Some stales are removing 
chronic troublemakers from class 
and forcing them to attend new 
alternative schools createcl just for 
children or teenagers who have 
şsêvere behavioral problenıs. 

But there is growing (lebate 
anlong educators about whether the 
campaigns are working. Some Say 
that teachers are still not taking 
student threats of violence as seri- 
ously as they should. In nearly all 
the recent shootings the students 
responsible had dropped obvious 
hints of their actions. Other critics 
say most schools are still not taking 
the kind of steps that could matter 
most when dealing with troubled 
students, 


U.S. Schools Str 


Rene Sanchez 


ا 
HEY are all sclıools in cuiet‏ 
towns where violence is rire,‏ } 
the last places where inyDne‏ 
expevls sludlents to explode fo a‏ 
rage, show up with guns andl fire‏ 
ruthlessly al every clissmate anel‏ 
ıracher in siglıl,‏ 

Rut what wis once uulhinkilsle in 
‘Ile classrooms uf Picllcalı, Ken- 
ıurky, or Jonesbora, Arkinsis, incl 
uy Springlielrl, Oregon, is fitsl Wu 
: runing a baffling, agi NeW crisis 
; invducalioll. 

lr ulrencly hal been tı clearlly year 

i th uafion's schools when 1 this 
gı unllerl studlent brouglud 4 rifle inte 
; he cafeleria it Thurslun High 
hol in Oregun lasl wek ancl 
frel indiscfimiruıtely inl a crow, 
killing hyo tnd wuunclinyg 3 oles. 
uly two mollis ago, four slu- 
ruts and û tencher were killeel liy 
1 gwufire when wu buys ambumlhwel i 
wlnolyard in Jonesburo, Threr =UU- 
ruts were killed and fHiye were in- 
red in Paducah lısl yer whet iı 
sleut shot them as (hey lef i 
Piyer meeling. Just lasl numMh in 
, Llinbura, Pennsylvania, A Sule 
| ımnel clown ia teqcher ind 
; WounMled wu classmiales, all cir 
ler (his year in Fnirfax Uoumy i sir 
ın! was shul cleacl iı a schual 
, Mrking lot. 
۱ The growing list of rampages Nils 
many ctlucators grasping for new 
; lutions tû end the bloodshed — ur 
. wndering if {here are any. "lt is 
sry tlifficult to prevent things like 
his." said Anne Bryant, the execı- 
, vê director of the Naliûnal Schuul 
Boards Association. “It's not enough 
MSI to say we should surround 
i hools with guards and fences. 
Qur entire society has to do more.” 
In high-crime urban areas, ınany 
schools are resorting to metal (le- 
lêctors or armed guards. But the 
crackdown is also spreading to sub- 
urban and rural areas — even at 
ome elementary schoolx, Many are 
expelling students, or suspending 
hem for if they are caught even 
Once with a gun, knife, or anytlıing 
else that coukl be considered a 
Wfapon., 
A new report by the Edııcation 
ent shows that nearly 6,100 
Students nationwide were expelled 


Israeli Interrogators Under Spotlight 


country's security forces, whose 
once-vaunted reputation has been 
tarnished by torture charges at 
home and botched espionage nis 
sions by Israeli agents abroad. 
These include a failed assassination 
atlempt in .[ordan against an Islamic 
resistance leader and the arrest in 
Switzerlancl of a Mossad spy caught 
in the act of installing eavesclrop- 
ping equipment. 

While sone temporary injunc- 
tions have been issued in the past, 
the high court has never been 
asked to issue a blanket ruling on 
the legality of using force against 
persons detained. 

‘The nine justices on the panel 
made it clear that they ‘were diş- 
mayed about being asked to rule on 
a key legal precedent in the absence 
of any legislative guldelines for po- 
lice interrogations, “Why should the 
Supreme Court pull the chestnuts 
out of the fire for the parliament?" 


complained Chief Justice Aharon 


rorist plots and preventing the loss 
of civilian lives. 

A deposition filed by Ami Ayalon, 
head of the nation's General Setu- 
rity Service, contenderl that dozens 
of planned hombings and kidnap- 
pings by Palestiiian terror cells 
were thwarted within the pasi YEnr 
because of names, cletaills or con- 
fessions gleaned [rom prisoners 
through “special and unusual meth- 
ods" employed by Israeli inter 
rogators. : 

According to testtmony by sev- 
eral Palestinian prisoners, those 
metlıods include violent shaking of 
detained suspects, binding ancl gag- 
ging them in painful positions, forc- 
lng thenı té wear hoods soaked in 
vomit or urine, depriving them of 
gleep and subjecting them to blasts 
of cold air and loud music. 

The landmark case is belng 
closely watched to see what kind of 
legal limits the Israeli judicial sys- 
tem may decide té impose on the 


ا ا ت م و 
Willlam Drozdlak In Jerusalem‏ 


8 AN ınprecedented challenge 

lû Israel's security forces, the 

mprene Court opened hearings 

Week in a major legal case 

"lesting the ıse of viulent interro- 
itin methods that hıman Tights 
| RUNS and Palestinian prisoners 

٤ n are lantamount to torture. 

1 by Appeal, which was brought 
ا‎ ur former „Prisoners and Iwo 
۴ 1 human Tights organizations, 
0 srael's highest judicial 
a 0 io tnpose a strict ban on 

0 ms of physical abuse thant may 
a Internatlonal conventions on 

which were signed by Israel‏ ا 

other denacratic govern-‏ ا 


: Israeli government insists 
د‎ employing “modest physical 
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everything with the mye, 
power of her legs and her sping | 
The most successful more 
are the few seconds between ty 
arrival of the ballerina on stage aj 
the moment when she gets into shy 
with lhe lwo male dancers, 5) 
fascinating to observe how, wha: 
she executes the same steps as 
partners, both of whonı also havea 
classical ballet background, she pv 
cluces something startlingly dir 
ent; lıer body is “aerodynamic”, 
Ten Blisters could be deserled | 
as suk-Iforsythe. It is nat spell 
ing all {ıe time, and the use of Bxch; : 
Concerto for organ in A minar anl : 
Haydn's Concerto for cello and ir < 
chestra ir C major — they Ironia | 
underline the clancer's suffering = ` 
iS a inifle too systematic, 
Bui Kern is skilful when workin 
in a motile af construclion/decir . 
struction, such 1s when Gulen 
freezes a slcp in full fight and sirule 
ncnchalantiy into the wings wil ' 
her gymnasl's gail (she was a JI 
nast helore becoming 1 dancer). 
Alter Lhis triunıplyant opevint 
woar'k, tlc feslival showerl the yuri 
ol same autstantling young chore 
graphers, such as lhe upauk 
vaming star Barak Marshall, a yow: 
israelî witlı a Har'varcl degree. Hei: 
ou the bi of the American Uanr 
Vestival (his sumnuer, lhe ly 
Biennale in Septenber and lr 
Pris Peslival d'Autumne. The wn 
he presenled was Enna Goldnan’ 
Werldink. 
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own balletic family aroııad herself it 
she were nat to end up like Garba, 
venerated, but lost to her art. 

Guillem would never have been 
preparecl to relıearse to the point of 
overkill the great roles of classical 
dance, which for her are too cut off 
Irom the real world. To be able to 
keep dancing, she has had lo scout 
around and find a way of integrating 
into her era, of leaving a stamp oıı 
her conteımporaries. It is no easy 
task to smash one's own icon. 

Ten Blisters is about 10 toes, 
iheir blisters and 10 pieces of stick- 
ing Plaster. Iı other’ wards, 10 causes 
of auffering. Although only a debu- 
tant chareographer, Kern has un- 
derstood one essential fact: Guillen 
has an enormous sense of comedy, 
She stands somewhere between 
Petrushka, the broken puppet, ancl 
Charlie Chaplin. 

No onê knows better than sıre 
tloes what is involved in being a bal- 
lerina — a long succession nol only 
of blisters, but of tours and hotel 
rooms. This sorclidl nomaclisnı is 
représen{led on stage by cardboard 
baxes of the kind usecl by tlie homı*- 
less, while its obverse, fhme, is sym- 
bolisecl by a red carpet, 

Kern did not tailor the ballel 
specifically for Guillem. Hacl hê 
donc sa, if would have become a 
purely commercial venture, Inslearl, 
hé composed a genuine picce ol 
thoreography in which he ballurinn 
lıas her proper place. She ix a wlıirl- 
wind of genius who turns tıp when 
she is least expected, clisrutpting 


Dominique Frétard 


HIS year, for the first time. 

the president of the jury at 

Lorrina Niklas's Rencont’es 
Chorégraphiques de Seine-Saint- 
Denis, a major internationgl compe- 
tition for young choreographers, 
was a dancer — and some dancer at 
that: Sylvie Guillem. 

Usually the jury is headed by a 
famous choreographer, who pre- 
sents a work by his or her company 
on the festival's opening night, Eaı- 
lier presidents of the jury since the 
festival started in 1988 have in- 
cluded Lucinda Childs, Merce 
Cunningham, Jan Fabre, Ushio 
Amagatsu and Mathilde Monnier. 

On¢ wondered what was ex- 
pected ûf Guillem, who, of course, is 
not a choreographer, but one of the 
top ballerinas of the late 20th cen- 
tury. Should she dance? Although 
not obliged to tlo so, she decided to 
don her ballet shoes and was visibly 
delighted lo perfornı — a sign, onc 
suspects, of a great dancer, 

She chose to dance Ten Blisters, 
a ballet choreographed by David 
Kern. Kern was also Guillem's part- 
ner ol stage, along with Marc 
Spradling, Kerı'n and Spradling are 
two Anıericans who used to (lance 
with William Forsythe's company, 
probably the only company in the 
world where Guillem might have 
carved out a career for herself, 

But Forsythe does not use 
soloisls. Guillen, now aged 33, re- 
alised she needed to build up her’ 


E The jury's in on Guillem’s dance 
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Sylvie Guillem waa visibly delighted to perform at the festival 


Bergman back from the sea | 


dwell on what lıe described as i 
“fıntastic conperation" with Endr , 
uıt a pkuy by Botho Strauss. 
“T sail to ınyself that if Lena 0 : 
the story, while at the same iF 
avting in several scenes, the resul. 
could be fascinaling. Then it sê 
(lenly seemed as if Lena were 
ing me in my workroom. 1 cw 
visualise (he way she prepares MF 
self, expresses herself, ber lace, Ht: 
loııe of voice, her punctualon 
ler moud. Everything immediate! 
became cryslal clear,” | 
Bergman concluded his tribule 
by saying: “Fm fascinated by he: 
way her face lives, If Lena hedî 
been interested in the project, 
wouldn't have gone ahead with It 
What story Bergman wants lo ;. 
through the intermediary ûl |. 
muse reınains a nıystery. A *', 
would say was that ا‎ 
(Endre's character) would descr 2| 
in close-up, an "emotional dF اا‎ 
—. a drama he witnessed “ll 1 
close to" in real life and wex 
nature he is at liberty to reveal 10" 
the principal characters are 
“It's almost a thriller, 14 
said, “It is about loneliness 4 
disturbing silence between her | 


as witnessed by a nine-y' 
These are typical Bergmah Trolls 
The working title is holt 
(Faithlessl, Shooting in Stock 
will not start until the ali! hk 
1999, The film will be release 
folowing year. a : 

(May 13) 
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Bruno Peltler In Stockholm 


N MAY 9, during the first 

press conference he has givin 
in his own country for six years, (ıe 
Swedish film and theatre director 
Ingmar Bergman, seemed joky, anci 
relaxed. “I would ]ike to say to those 
who worry about the subject of my 
productions that my lather, mother, 
uncles arıd aunts will not be appcar- 
ing in the filın," he gaid. 

He had ınomentarily quit lisa 
island retreat in the Baltic 10 an- 
nounce that he iş working on 4 
screenplay. It is clearly a project 
close to his heart, 

Bergman, who will be 80 on July 
14, has not eınbarked on the project 
alone. He has called on the help of 
two women. They walked arm in 
arm with lim into the sunny cour't- 
yard of the Swedish state television 
channel, which will produce the film, 

He was flanked on his right by 
the Norwegian Liv Ullmann, one of 
his favourite actresses, to whonmı he 
was married in the sixties, She will 
direct the two-hour film, On his left 
was the actress who will star in the 
movie, Lena Endre. Although little 
known outside Sweden, she has ap- 
peared in several Bergman films. 

A balding and rather pale 
Bergnıan, wearing a brown suit and 
an open-necked nıauve and wine- 
coloured shirt, started the ball 
rolling: “Dear friends, for a long 
period in my career I toyed with the 
idea of making a film ‘consisting of a 
single close-up, that of an actor or 
actress speaking straight to the au- 
dience for two hours. - 

“We should never forget that the 
really remarkable thing about film- 
maling is its ability to captüre tie 
living image, in close-up, of the 
Fumanı face aş it moves,” 

The fllm nevèr' happened. Then, 
two years ago, Bergman began to 


Lyrical score gives new life to silent classic 


a dog's gaping mouth is reminia- 
cent of certain ahota of Murnau’s 
Sunrise) and indeed Fritz Lang 
(who may have been thinking of 
Leni’s images of the gallows 
when he shat Maanfleet), 

When Tod Browning made 
Freaks, he must have had in 
mind the scene in The Man Who 
Laughs where the debauched 
Josiane triea to bewitch the mon- 
ster with the fake mouth — he 
used the same actress, Olga 
Baklanova, who gives a daring 
performance opposite the extra- 
ordinary Conrad Veidt, the very 
embodiment of suffering as he 
slashes the bottom half of bia 
face and reveals the horrors be- 
neath in a acene that is visually 
reminiscent of Edvard Munch's 
painting, The Scream. 

A mere elght caples of The 
Man Who Laughs have survived, 
Only two of them (one in Milan, 
the other in London) contain all 
the original footage of the film, 
complete with Intertitlea. Shot in 
1927, the film was released the 
following year in two versionis, 
one silent, the other with sound 
including, believe it or not, 
songs), 

The printing of the restored 
copy was done by a Bologna 
laboratory, currently the best in 
Europe. The whole enterprise, 
which will enable audiences to 
rediscover Lenl’a work, 1a ah 
example of a new farm of 
partnership that runa against 
the usual tendency of national 
cultural structures to keep 
themselves to themselves: three 
European filim archives joined 

forces to reacue The Man Who 
Laughs, n work of art that forms 
part of our uuiversal world 


heritage. 
(May 16) 


CANNES FESTIVAL 0 from the enıbrace of 
3 ingenuoua sweetheart, who 
Jean-Luc Doulin e nothing of the sniggers 
and feelings of repulsion his face 
O CELEBRATE the 30th triggers in other people, he 1a 
anniversary of the Quin- taken by force to the court. He 
zaine dea Réallsateursa section acon trles to escape. 
ofthe Cannes.Film Festival Well served by a lyrical score 
(which ended last weekend}, ita with dark expressionist over- 
organiser, Pierre-Henri Deleau, | tonea — the work of Cabrle] 
decided to give the Cinéma- Thibaudeau, who himself con- 
thèque Françalse a slot during ducted the Octuor dle France 
the festival in which it would be in front of the screen — Lenj's 
able to project one ofits recently | film received an enthusiastic 
restored silent flme with a spe- reception from the Cannes audl- 
cially composed musical score, ence. 

Part of the deal was that Deleau This unexpected presentation 
would finance the score. of a little-known masterpiece will 
He and the Cinémathéèque surely rehabilitate ita director. 

decided that the work in Leni, who belonged to the art 

quesûÉon ahould be The Vian movement Der Sturm In the 

Who Laughs (1928), a rarely 1910s, worked as a set designer 

shown American film by the for aome of the great names of 

German-born director, Paul the German expressionist 

Leni. cinema before turning to film 
The film, adapted from a novel! | direction himaelf. Hia atyle ig 

by Victor Hugo, is get in 17th marked by wildly daring sets and 


febrile camera movements. 
Carl Laemmle was fascinated 

by Leni's Waxworks (1924) and 
invited him to Hollywoocl to 
work for Universal. He made 
four filma in the United 

States, including The Man Who 
Laughs, which i8 diaiinctly more 
styliab than the studio's run-of 
the-mill] films in the horror/sus- 
pense genre, 

Leni diaplaysa an impressive 
visual talent, recalling Bruegel 
in tlıe village scenes and Goya in 
his tableaux of the royal faniily. 
From tme to time he inserts 
some wonderfully ciroll images. 

It may reasonably be sup- 
posed that had he not died in 
1929, at the aye of 44, Leni 
would have rivalled F W Murnau 
(the intensity of the parallel he 
draws between ı man at bay and 


century England, It tella the 

stary of the son of an aristocrat 

who bas fallen on bad times, The 

boya face has been disfigured by" 
white slave traders specialising 
in tbe trafficking of children. In 
order to turn the boy into a fair- 
ground attraction, they have en- 
Jarged hia mouth so it reaches 
his ears and leaves him with a 
permanent rica, 

Once he has grown up, 
Gwynplaine is exhibited as “the 
mar who laughs” with an 
angelic partner, the divinely 
beautifd, blind, Dea, who loves 
hin? with all her heart. He pas- 

sionately wants to marry her. 
As a result of the intrigues of a 
satanic jeater, Gwynplaine’a true 
identity ia revealed to the queen, 
whu clecidleas to marry him off to 
n scheming seductress, 
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Fossett got brancled in a hotel 
during the annual summer Greek 
picnic in Philadelphiu. This was 4a 
Kappa brather who was hitting 
other brothers.Tlhcre were about 1 
te 15 of us, He hit me on my arm — 
straight from the fire to my arm — 
then he heated the brand back up 
and hit the next guy behind me. 
Then he went Irom his arn to my 
chest. The iron couldn't be as hal, 
it's not like you have all that meal 
there so you don't want if to be tor 
deep.” 

“hen the akin is branded, thr 
skin is aclually burned. The degrec 
of the burn depends on how hot tht 
brand is," snys Rebat Halder, a pı'o- 
fessor and chairman of Howard" 
Department of Dernıatology. “If the 
burn is deep enough, then the nor 
ınal skin comes off, and it is r 
placed by scar tissue. Hf it’s a first- or 
second-«legree burn, skin doesıı" 
come off but you can have a blister 
develop iıı the area of 2 brand," 

Of conse there can be nasty 
conplications. They include, Halder’ 
says, infection, pain, hyper- or hy 
pigmentation, where ıe skin aclu 
ally changes color, and itchy or 
hypersensitive kelyirls, raisecl scar 
tissue thal spreads beyond {he av 
tual boundaries of Ihe original ir 
jury. 

Halder, who has been al Howarl 
sSîlce 1982, says he Lrcealed upwaril 
of 300 people wilh brands, mosh 
men who go ralvrnily brant in 
cnlleyge, but al beast 0 kı 7 women 
mme forms Kati mcmber's aul 
ullers. He says n mınıber uf his [xı 
tents inquire about brand ren vil 
which canı he done »urgically. 

Kirk Bluinıan, 3U, a senior man 
ager will the KPNI, accountink ' 
and consulting firm in Waslinglon, 
says fhat even ough he works in ù 
highly prufessional selting, he's 
never regrelléd geting the Qur 
brandecl an his left arnı. 

When folks who are unlamiliar 
with branding sec İM, he says, they 
are offen overwhcimed by a certain 
tactile urge. They golta touch it. 
They want to know “Why 
would şomeone subject themselves 
to what they perceive to be very 
painful?" he's asked, “You explain il 
to them and they say, 'Ob, okay.’ Il's 
kind of like a ‘Maıı, that's really 
deep" kind of response. I don't know’ 
if they ever really grasp it fully, or if 
theyre afraid to ask morte que» 
tions.™ 

Probably a good thing, since 
Blackman isn't sure he has all the 
answers anyway. . 


rand along 
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“As Î gol older, 1 started thinking 
about slavery and tat sort of thing, I 
can" even find the words l0 (leseribe 
how ill it was to get a bral tu iclenr- 
tify you as a slave. This clcarly isn't 
lor thal purpose, but now I think 
peaplc hive jusl golen out olf can- 
trol, I's iı big fad riglıl nuw.” 

When Suitlancl Higl School matit 
teacher’ al basketball coach iit 
Juler, 31, first came home wit his 
Pli Bela Sigma bruıds — ho las 
threv — he says, “my parenls were 
like, ‘Do you think you're a piece of 
meal or somelhing? They’ said, ‘We 
fought so hard to get away fron 
slavery and branding and yeu go 
ahead and brand yourself."" 


ETER says he understood thei’ 
concern, but disagrecd, He 
calls it a personal choice, “If's 

not slavery, It's basically something 
you want doııe, It's more of a pride 
thing. You want people to know 
which fraternity you belong to witb- ' 
out asking. When they see Ilıe' 
brand, they know." 

Just down the hall, Suitland's vice 
principal, Mark Fossett, 3Û, who has 
Kappa brands on his chest and arm, 
says, "The first question everybody 
always asks is, ‘Did it hurt? When I 
first got branded, it didn't really 
hurt. But when it was healing, then 
it hurt. The açtual brand was a4 
quiçk ‘psssssesst," It was like an irr 
stant of pain.” 


Myyucca Sherman, right, shows off hia Omega Pai Pal b 
with a Howard University fraternity brother 


1960s," says Lyles, an Omega since 
he was 17 who has brands on his 
right biceps and over his heart, “Ii 
took on a kincl of widespread usage 
— mainly among the Omegas first, 
then the Kappas [Kappa Alpha Psi 
IrnternilyÎ and Alphas |Alpha Plıi 
Alpha frateruity| began to dn il also. 
One of llıe things that I guess solidi- 
fiecl branding as sumelhing to do is 
the things thal our fratcrully is 
bascl nn — ımanlınod, scholarship, 
ett, lt seemerl la signify the "Ull the 
day I clie-ness? of il all, because sup- 
posedly you can1 retnove it.” 

lu one scone fron the 1988 Spike 
lee movie School Daze, a girl is 
shown licking a brand on the chest 
of a brolher from the fictitious 
Gamma Phi Gamma fraternity. 
Duane Filey, 27. a fourth-grade 
teacher at James McHenry Elemen- 
tary School in Lanhanı and a menı- 
ber of Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity, 
acknowledges wryly tlıat, for some 
reason, woınen geen to find his 
scar compelling. Sti, Filey, who has 
a diamond with a K inside branded 
on the left side of hia chest, now 
says he regrets having it donê. 

“I was young and thought it was a 
cool thing to do," Filey says, “I was 
llke J"m in Florida, I can have my 
shirt off and the babes will look at 
it” Women are into that, The brand, 
the frat . . . it was a conversation 
piece, they wanted to touch it." 

,„ He now calls the practice barbaric. 


Some call burning flesh a 'rite of passage.’ Others 
say it's an ugly throwback to slavery. But it's a hot 
fashion statement, writes Lonnae O’Neal Parker 


Brand Loyalty 


MAGINE a carefully fashioned 

coat hanger, slow-roasted over 

the blue-green flame of a Magic 
Clef range, heading for the fleshy 
expanse of your upper arm, your 
thest or the side of your behind. 

For a fraction of a second, you 
tan feel the heat before it touches 
your skin, Your heart races and in- 
sincively you want to draw back, 
Bul you don't. Because you want 
yur brand to be sweet. Or if you 
hink youll move, you brace your- 
silî, holding onto a sink or table; or 
perhaps you get somebocly else to 
hold yoü down. 

Then comes the “hit," a quick 
"Pssgssssl." Or maybe ifs a 
“rackle" or “pop". They say it 
doesnt really hurt. But the smell of 
burning flesh can be weird. Espe- 
dally when i's yours, 

Many people watching this year's 
NCAA Final Four tournament 
aught sight of the big horseshoe- 
shaped scar on the arm of Univer 
sity of North Carolina's Shammond 
Wilians, Michael Jordan's brand, 
hidden on his chest, is more dis- 
ctrl. Dallas Cowboy's Emmitt 
milh sported a brand on his arm 
iir a 1993 cover of Sporls Illus- 
Iraled. Other folks havc Greek lel- 
ts melted into their calves or 
xared into their forearms. 

Although doctors warn there can 

` complications — infection, ex- 


nity, since spring of last year, and 
he's got three brands — double, 
interlocking Omegas on lıis chest, 
and a large Omega with a small 
Greek A inside, for Alpha chapter, 
in the middle of his left arm, Of his 
inilation class of nine men, all 
chese to get branded. 

It was the second time an organi 
zation had made a permanent inl 
pression or him. 

Sherman is reluctant to show the 
three-inch, five-point star that rides 
high on his left hip. He got that one 
at 13 to mark his membership İn the 
Black Gangster Disciple Nation, a 
gang in his Akron, Ohio, home 
town. “The way our sect ran, yOu 
could get prayed in or beat in. I got 
beat in. Then there's celebrating 
with drink and İi was branded the 
day after with thick paper clips,” 

Sherman credits the pre-college 
program Upward Bound and rites of 
passage activities in higlı scltool 
with turning hir from his gangster 
ways. He entered the University of 
Akron at 16 and translerred to 
Howard a year later. 

Alter joining the Iriternily al 
Howarcl. he says, "initially, I wasıı" 
going lo get a brand, but J thought 
about i1 and equated the: whale Ira- 
ternity life as anuther rite of pas 
sage. This was more ritualistic autcl 
traditional than thê juvenile self 
mutilation. This brand wouldn'1 be 
like it was in a gang. It liad deeper 
meaning, nıore history.” 

in the last 1Û year's, branding has 
become a typical form of gang "tag- 
ging," says Michael Borreroû, 1 pro- 
fessor and director of the Institule 
for' Violence Reduction at the Uni- 
versity of Connecticul who has 
workecl iı gang outreach for more 
{han 30 years. “It's a ritual {o say we 
are brothers, we are sislers, yol are 
officially part of us," Borrero says. 

Michael Lyles, 35, a Washington 
child weltare attorney who also 
leads his own Maryland law 
practice, has sludied the listorical 
origins of fraternity branding and ils 
relation to African scarification prac- 

tices and says burning carries a SY 
bolism that crosses many cultures. 

„ “Historically, branding probably 
came in vogue in the 1950s and 


| ople get branded. For some black 


‘tek fraternity members (ancl 
' ser while ones) it's a long-stand- 


en are an extension of green 
Mohawks and multiple nose rings. 
Branding can forge a cotinection. 

As Myyucca Sherman strolls 
dross the Howarel University can?- 
Ps, his baby dreadlocks slancling al 
Atention, he stops occasionally to 

P hands with 4 buddy or trade 
IS with another "Que dog" wlio 
Pts his bright purple sweat alıiı't 
smblazoned with gold (reek letters. 

erman, 19, has been a “Que,” a 


mast. egregious abuses İn foreign ' 
factories is not .enough, Reforms 
will ıendure,.he sald, only if workers 
have the right to. speak up on their 
own behalf without .fear of reprisal, 
physical violence or jail terms. He 
notes lhat Nike has factorles in Vlet- 
nam, Clıina and Indonesia, "three of 
the most difficult countries in the 
world for ensuring workers’ rights," 
Echoing the Polish undon leaders 
who helped. bring down commure , 
nism, Blackwell said “totalitarian 
governments” that block “freedom 
of association .and freedom of ex- 
pression” for workers can render 
even the nicest sounding çorporate 
cades of conduct unenforceable. 
` ..Perhaps the corporate execs 
could have a word or twa with the 
leaders of the police states where 
they lacate thelr factarieş and gen- 
tly suggest that human rights viola- 
tons are becoming bed for. 
business. And perhaps hose who ' 
are rightly battling for religious 1b: 
erty jin such natione can lnk arms 
with those who wast freedom's writ 
to run ta, those who make our Air . 
Jordans.. 8 


global agreements to protect their 
financial assets ought to see the 
logic of similar rules to protect 
human assets — the people who 
work in the plants. 

But enforceable global labor atan- 
dards will not.come easily. [n the 


meantime, there İis something 
called the marketplace ard it gives 


consumers the right to make judg- 
ments: Yes, about the quality of the 
products they buy, but also about 
the behavior of the campanles .that 
make thent. It mîght surprise Karl 
Marx that consumer decisions 
hased on a company's human rights 
record can affect sales and, in turn, - 
Wall Streets judgments. . 
“A staln on one of the sterling 
brands of ihe century, is reflecting ' 
itself in its stock price,” says Ronald 
Blackwell, director of çorporate af 
fairs for .the AFL-CIO, referring .to ' 
Nike, The company hada 27 per-' 


cent drap in earnings in the first 
three quarters of the current fiscal 
year, though Knight attributed this 


to.the Asian financial crisis. 


. . Blackwell .argues that the next, 
atep İs to recognize that ending {he 


tal and safety standards set in Amer . 


human rights groups have argued 


,gponomies are. Inyestors who favor 


Consumers Make Them Just Do It 


“Nike is addressing the miserable 
.conditions, but a sweatshop is a 
sweatshop is a sweatshop unlegs 
you address miserable wages.” 

But Benjamin, whose San Frav- 
cisco-based group has helped put 
labar tights on the human rights 
agenda, said the Nike moves were 
nonethelegs significant, Is impot- 
tant, she said, that the company is 
accepting the principle that outalde 
monitors should oversee its labor 
practices, and that it is agreeing to 
abide overseas by tie environmerr 


ican law, “If yoû canı get Nike with 
enough pressure, you can get the 
. whale industry," she sald. : 
The Nike moves tre 4 smell step 
on a very long journey whose alm is 
to. clwilize the. global economy. 
Around the world, unions and 


that,a global trading system should 
be subject .to labor .and environr 
„mental .rules,, much. as. domestic 


e ng a speech at the Na- ; Î, Medea Benjamin, director of Global; 
Çu Èxchange,, said. in. an interviçw.' 


COMMENT haw much damage.the critics had 
Ed. Di done to his company’s image. 
iOnne dr . .. “I has 8 been eald that Nike has. 
single-handedly lo e human 
{NSUMERS and workers of | rights standarde for the sole pur-: 
i world unite — Just do itl If Î pose of maximizing profits," he said. 
of x O Can affect the behavior | “The Nike product has become syn- 
Mike o ACturing giants such as | onymous with slave wages, forced 
hin Or whom image is every- | overtime and arbitrary abuse, .1: 
Nike Ino: truly believe that the American con 
month 1 announcement this | sumer does not want to buy prod- 
um It would ralse the mini- | ucts, made in abusive conditions." 
osê for ita workers and im- Î Go forit, Phil ,: 0 
On its Can air quality standards The new commitments, Knight 
Plants overseas marks a j sald — apesking at a moment when 
lema OE for American and in- Î his company is flooding the air- 


"al human rights campalgn- 


fs who waves with advertising .around . he 
bertî have argued that basic 


National Basketball. Association 
playoffs + reflect Twho we arê 28 A 
turns out that public 


3 1 company," 0 و‎ . | 
oan ha ا‎ Consumer pressure j . There.remains the:smaall problem 
mighty Impact on mighty ' of, living wages,, “Sweatshops are 
û Philip H Kniet „| nowo.to. the US, public as.placeB 
[and chia; , A &ht, Nike's chairman . Î where people. work. in . miserable 
jrandid dao CUVe, waa remarkably | conditions for ıniserable wages,” 


38 lub ا‎ acknowledging , 


’ ıessive scarring, designs gone 
` Wong — around the country lols of 


| 


4 iradition, but experts say il's 
| So become something of a lad. 

, rang members brand themselves 
ınuıuıths, but the company will (atti 1 l claim their set, while for others, 


: member of Omega Psi Phi frater- 
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uy doy O lda't Stop, at the fac-‏ 
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Since the Food and Drug A 1‏ 
istration approved Viagra": lf man‏ 
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ional 


In Brief 


Fr THIS first time, û eni: 
Saucli securily official last x 
publicly absolved Iran of im, 
ment in the June 1996 bombing; 
U.S. military lousing comple tk: 
killer 19 American service per, 
nel, blaming the attack on hoe 
gTuwu Saudi dissidents. 

Prince Nayef binı AbduAziz te 
Saul ierior minister, toll : 
Kuwaiti newspaper that the bomb; 
"Louk place at Saudi hands,” adilig 
"No foreign parly lad any roleini" 

Nayef"'s statement contrat 
long-stancling suspicions in Was 
imgton that the attack was carrie 
oul by Shiite Muslim extremists 
with support from Iran's rada f 
lamic government. 


FEDERAL judge ordered 
cret Service officers lasl wei 
to reveal what they know dlc 
President Clinton's relationshi? 
with Monica S. Lewinsky, diamis 
ing dire warnings that such tei 
ımony would jeopardize the safety 
presidents by destroying thet In | 
in the agents wlıo guard hem. | 
Clef U.S, District Judge Norm 
Holloway Juhnsun, who has side: 
with independent counsel Kennet 
W. Starr in severgyl recent decisi0. 
ruled thal Secrel Service perso 
are ubligatecl as luw enfortemenl® 
Hicers tu lur over evidence IN c 
criminal probe ancl refused 10 ered 
iı special “protective funclion PF 
lege" that would exempL (hem. 
Clon said the clecision wo 
have serious ramifications dl. 
chided Starr for being "so insen? 
tive" to salely considerations bi 
seeking Ile leslinony. 


ICROSOFT Corp. will be  ' 

lowecl Lo sell an unaltered së ' 
sion of İls cunltruversial Windom® | 
suftware for at least the next Mr 


. . 1 
trial much sooner than it Û 


wantedl on government charges 


il is violating antitrust laws, a f 
eral judge ruled last week. 
Microsafl hul asked U.S, Dis 
Judge Thomas Penfield Jackson i 
give it seven months to prepare 0! 
preliminary hearing into Wo 
anliuust laweuils filed by lhe ّ 
lice Deparlment and a coalition 
20 state atlorneys general. The (OF 
pany the wanted many mt 
months to prepare for a full trial. 
Handing a key procedural viclûd 
to the government, Jackson deci 
instead to consolidate both e 
timinary hearing 
scheduling the proceedings ". 
begin in early September. 
و س ر ر‎ 


IX MEN have died after us‘: 
Si since the popular کا‎ ٤ 
tence drug hit the market. | 
regulators ا‎ drug's man 
turer said last week. 

‘The causes of the deaths ae 
under investigation, and the 0 
maker, Pfizer Inc., declined 
orate. While the deaths could 
to be unrelated to ihe druğ: 1 وا‎ 
reports raised concerns tha ا‎ 
could be interacting with other ۳ 
ications, or 1s allowing men ن‎ 
pre-existing heart condi 
overexert themselves through 4 
ual activity and bring on # 


سے 
- 


‌ 


more than 900,000 .userB, e 


h.firın IMS Ame 
و‎ Vlagraı the bige 
drug launch ig recenlyeî 


ten prescriptions, according yj f 


lime Indonesia-witcher, sperkiny 
anonymuusly. 

In Irtlonesia, retrieving Ihe 
wealth of the Suharto children niy 
prove difficult. One problem here is 
that much of the Sulıarto children's 
money is invested in coınpanies tliat 
are publicly listed on the Jakarta 
Stock Exchange. “Do you (lestroy 
these companies just to get at the 
kids?" a diplomat asked, “And wla 
about the rest of the shareholders?” 

Some financial analysts said thal 
even if a future Indonesian govern- 
ment decided to seize the children's 
assets in publicly listed companies, 
minority shareholders likely would 
be unaffected. One view is that if left 
alone, the Suharto children will fall 
viclüim to market forces, And even 
after the crisis eases, they will have 
lost their connection to the presiden- 
tial palace, and thus their ability to 
make new money. 
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16 ahe Washington post /INTERNATIONAL, U.S. 
‘Suharto, Inc.’ Comes Under Scrutiny 


strapped treagury is now the unfini- 
ished part of their revolution. 

"Î dont agree with this [resigna- 
tion]," said Benny, 19, a technical 
school student from Trisakti Univer- 
sity. “His children are still the heads 
of businesseg. They ınust be 
charged, brought to court." 

Arief Nurbani, 25, an economies 
student, noted that "first and fore- 
most, (lle wealth must be national- 
ized. That wealth belongs to the 
people.” 

In the minutes after Suharto an- 
nounced his resignation, the com: 
mander of the powerful armed forces 
delivered his own terse message: 
“The military will protect Suharto 
and his family." But with Suharto 
now out of power, many here say 
that whatever impunity his children 
enjoyed may have evaporated, 

“lf 1 were the kids, Td be gone,” 
said a Western diplomat and long- 


President Suharto salutes after his resignation announcement on 


live natlonal television laat week 


wikatınono is into banking, nıono- 
polizes movies here througl his 
control of tlie imıort of films and all 
the theater chains, and has a variety 
of restaurants, supermarkets and 
hotels, Even a Suharto grandson, 
Ari Sigif, is getting inio the act, with 
retail outlets, a share n a water digs- 
tribution company in Jakarta, a 
share of tax collection on alcohol 
salea, and the lucrative monopoly 
for the export of birds’ nests, which 
are used in Chinese food dishes 
around the region. 

The blatant use of the family con- 
nection to win a commanding slice 
of the national economy has made 
the Suharto relatives the object of 
widespread hatred — mare so, it 
seems, than Suharto himself. Dur- 
ing the violent outbreak in the capi 
tal on May 14, rioters targeted the 
most recognizable symbols of the 
first family’s wealth, including of 
tices of Bambang's Bimantara com- 
pany and Tommy Suharto's Timor 
showrooms. 

Suharto himself has always lived 
modestly, largely shunning Indo- 
nesia's official presidential palace, 
Merdeka, and remaining at his com- 
fortable house in the Cendana (lis- 
trict. He has never heen known iD 
dress in fancy clothes or wear ex- 
pensive jewelry. Sul], he is reported 
to be one of the world's wealthiest 
individuals, with Forbes ınagaziıe 
calculating that he iş the sixth- 
wealthiest persorı in the world, witlı 
a net worth of S16 billion. The 
Suharto faniiy was listed as wortlı a 
total of $30 billion. 

Much of Suharto’s own wealth is 
generated through an extensive ncl- 
work of charitable fou rııdations he 
heads. Money raised by the chart 
ties bas been used to support the 
political operations of the ruling 
Golkar party. Critics have called for 
investigafions into whether Sulıarto 
has transferred his wealth to secret 
bank accounts İn Eurqpe. 

For the young protesters whose 
bold "people power" movement top- 
pled Suharto's carefully constructed 
New Order regime. seizing at least 
some of the first family’s wealth and 
returning İt to the nation's caşh- 


Keith B. Richburg In Jakarta 


Š EX-PRESIDENT Suharto 
last week began tlhe life of, as 
he put it, “a simple citizen,” 
Indonesians faced a new ancl poten- 
tially wrenching question: what to 
do about the billions of dollars in 
wealth aınassed over three decades 
by Suharto, his children and his 
cronies? 

Ã large part of Suharto's mixed 
legacy to his country is a massive, 
fa-flung business empire, sone- 
times referred ta as “Suharto, Inc.," 
controlled by his six children, a half 
brotler, and a host of ather relg- 
tives, friends, associates and 
assorted hangergon., 

The Suharto children are all re 

puted to have become multimilfian- 
aires by trading on their direct line to 
the presidential palace, involved in 
everything fron clove cigarelites to 
toll roads, from petrochemical plants 
to automobile manufacturing. So per- 
vasive is the first family’s reach into 
the Indonesian ecornonıy that a long- 
runng joke here is that the corrup- 
tion begins as soon as you arrive in 
Jakarta’s international airpori: You 
can buy a pack of cigarettes, hop in a 
taxi, take the tol] road to the city antl 
check into a hotel, putting money 
nic a Suharto family mèmber's 
pocket with each step. 

Several family members head 
their own business conglomerates, 
Son Banıbang is at the top of the 
Bimantara group, which produces 
the Cakrn automobile, owns news- 
papers and broadcast outlets and is 
involved in petrochemicals, a gas 
pipeline, and the major stake in the 
Grand Hyatt Hotel. 

A younger son, Hutomo Mandala 
Putra, or “Tommy,” runs the Huns 

| puss group, wilh involvenıent in 
communications, the clove mono- 
poly, and a campetitor local car, the 
Timor. Daughter Siti Harjantî Ruk- 
mana has the Citra Lantoro Gung 
group, which has built toll roads 
and other facilities, and is involved 
in power’ stations and transportation 
projecis. 

And the chıildren aren't the only 
ones. Suharto's half-brother Sud- 


Colombia say it plays an essential 
role in maintaining good relations 
with a longslanding U.S. ally. They 
also say U.S. troops learn to operate 
in jungle and nıountain terrain not 
found in the United States and train 
for emergency evacuations of U.S. 
personnel and fer fighting terrorisin. 

But the uneasy, broader U,S, rela- 
tionship with Colombian authorities 
was highlighted this month when 
the United States revoked the visa 
of Gen. Ivan Ramirez, the inspector 
general of the armed forces, over 
his alleged ties to several army mas- 
sacres of civilians, Two years ago 
the United States barred contacts 
with Gen. Hernando Camilo Zuniga, 
then commander of the armed 
forces, because of suspected ties to 
drug traffickers, 

Under heavy U.S, pressure, Pres} 
dent Ernesto Samper disbanded the 
20th Intelligence Brigade last week 
because of evidence it was responsi- 
ble for a series ûf murders of politi- 
cians and human rights activis{s. 


The Special Forces training pro- ' 


gram has surviyed the vicisgitudles of 
U.S.-Colornbian relations, Including 
President Clinton's “decertification" 
of the country for its: poor anti-nar- 
cqtics efforts in 1996 and 1997, which 
triggered a ban on. ,miljtary equip- 
ment transfers .and all U.S. military 


training except by the Special Forces, 


U.S. Forces Train Colombian Troops 


there has intensified and Washing- 
ton debates how to oppose drug traf- 
flicking from the world's top cocaine 
producer, where all centers of power 
—- the military, the government and 
the guerrillas — have been .tainted 
by the drug bade. While the United 
States is reluctant to get involved in 
counterinsurgency operations, the 
line between the narco-traffickers 
and the guerrillas has blurred. 

Senior administration officlals 
said an across-the-board asseasment 
of Colombian policy is underway, inı- 
volving ihe State Department, De- 
fenge Department and intelligence 
agencies, because of a conSsengUuB 
that 0 the hemisphere's 
secondoldest democracy, is facing 
an escalating threat to its stability, 

In recent months, the tyo Marxist 
guerrilla movements have inflicted 
heavy losses on government troops 
and now control about 50 percent of 


the country. A recent Defense Intel 
ligence Agency report estimated the , 


Revolutionary Armed Forces . of 
Colombia (FARC) has 15,000 troops 
aıtd the National Liberation Army 
(ELN) has 5,000 troops, a substan- 
tial increase from a year earlier. 


U.S, Special Forces officers in- 
valved in tle training program in < 


that few in Congress are aware of it 
and the exercises have been sus 
pended this month as Calambia 
holds presidential elections. 

The law authorizing the Special 
Forces exercises does not require 
U.S. troops to abide by a4 State De- 
partment policy in which military aid 
is restricted to Colombian units that 
have been cleared of any involve 
ment in human rights abuses, 
Colombian troops trained by the Spe- 
cial Forces are not similarly vetted. 

It was under the same program, 
known as JCET for Jomt Combined 
Exchange Training, that U.S, troops 
conducted 41 training exerCises 
with Indonesia İn the past seven 
years €ven though many members 
of Corgress believed they had cur 
talled military ties with that country 

because of human ıights abuses. 
Defense Secretary William S5. 
Cohen suspended the Indonesia 
program this month, 

“We consider JCET an iniportant 
program because it allows us to 
train in different areas of the world 
and to learn how other niilifaries Op- 
erate," Pentagon spokesınan Ken- 
neth H,. Bacon said. : 

The training program has quietly 


proceeded in Colombia as a civil war . 


Dana Prlest and Douglas Farah 


,S. SPECIAL Forces troops 
have been conducting exten- 
sive training exercises with Colorm- 
bian soldiers fighting drug 
traffickers and guerrillas under a 
program that avoids restrictions im- 
posed on military aid by the Clintan 
administration in response to 
Colombia's abysmal human rights 
record and drug-related corruption. 
The fraining, involving hundreds 
of U.S. troops eaclı year, has al- 
lowed the U.S, military to play a 
much more direct and autonomouıs 
role in Colombia than officials have 
publicly acknowledged. Small teams 
of elite American hoops haye 
inatructed Colombians in light in- 
fantry tactics and intelligence gath- 
ering for antFdrug operations, ancl 
have conducted counterterrorisn? 
courses, usually in remote jungle 
bases where guerrillas and drug 
traffickers are most active. 
The program is authorized under 
a 1991 law that permits U.S. Special 
Forces, America’s premier irregular’ 
fighters, to train on foreign soil if the 
training is designed primarily to 
benefit the U.S. troops, While not se- 
rret, the (raining is sensitive enough 
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Biotech firms 
built on ‘wing 
and a prayer’ 


Julla Finch 


NE OF Britain's most senior’ 

and respected biochemistry 
academics last week launched a 
broadside against the hype sur- 
rounding the biotechnolagy busi- 
ness. 

Professor Harold Baum, aged 67, 
emeritus» prolessor of biochemistıy 
A King's College, London, and a 
visiling professor İn infection ancl 
immunity ifktere, warned snmll in- 
vestors lo steer clear of shares in 
bioteclı companies, 

Professional fund managers, he 
suid, should take more inclependent 
suientifir arclvicr before pouring pelı- 
gsliun funotl moucy auf oûller invest- 
ment funds inldû businesses whicl 
are built on "a wing ancl û prayer”. 

He said that only one in 20 af the 
vumpanies was iikely to succeerl in | 


only happen if growth weakens 
sharply”. : 

In the absence of a fotmal pay 
policy — which is not on the agenda 
— wage restraint will be far easier 
with the help of union leaders, suclı 
as John Monks, general secretary of 
the Tlades Union Congress, operat 
ing in a system of collective bargain- 
ing. In a tight labour market, an 
atonised system of individual deal- 
making is not that helpful, because 
the rational response of workers is 
to maximise the advantage of their 
own position without taking into ac- 
colunt any of the wirler iınplicatiorns. 

If tbe neecl for wage restratnl is 
onê reason why the Government 
woul be wiser to kee» tlie unions oıı 
side, İt is not ihe only one, Income 
uequalily has been lar less ınarkecl 
in {bose counties which have co- 
ordinnled bargaining, so miligaling 
the worst effvts of the flexible 
labour nmzırkel woulcl clovetail witlı 
the work af the Downing Sreet 
sovial excluSsiorı unit. 

A second punt Îs lbhat Llhere is 
clanger that wı indusirial relalions 
systenı bastel an indiviclual righls 
YAN becune cxwussively legalistic, 
because workers have û veslecl ir 
leresl In SANK KPevAlnCr prove 
lures, Vuder a cullective baCHaiNIDE 
syste, the Uımionıs aC as ia Mer, 

Finilly, there is Jule evifentr 
hil he weakening of unions has 
cline much tu raisc growlh anıl 
pruduclivly rates, or ta prevent 
Britain Ilalling flown the league 
table of per-capila incomes, On the 
other hand, de-unionisation has 
caused plenty of exclusion, ex- 
pluitation and inequality. 

Will Fairness al Wûrk be the 
remedy to the insecurity brecl by 
20 year's of slash-ancl-burn laissez- 
faire? Of course not; but it is a step 
in the right direction. 


business, ul urged directurs of 
biotech firms lo demoustrale their 
faith in {bie science Lhey' are working 
on by pledging nul to cash in share 
options befor they HMIANAGE lo pull 
their products nu tlie market. 

His cumm-nls wire madle in le 
wake of tbe scandal hn him en 
gulledl Briish Bimorch, ihe URS 
bigo cru discovery cumgrany, 
fûr {he past Myo Imuntlıs. Las wewk 
Biiish Bio announced iu is chiul 
cxecutîve, Keith McCullagh, was 
stepping down, andl il was forced 10 
publish a 34-page circular tn share- 
halder's to rebut a cataloguc of 
danuging allegations abou ihe 
company and ils drlg discovery 
work, made by Dr Andrew Millar, 
its former heal ol clinical research. 

Prof Baum sairl that the level of 
‘înorance among some fun man- 
agers was stunning. “Some don't 
even urnıderstand the basic concepts 
behind the companies they are in- 
vesting İn,” he said. 

He said fund managers should 
consider whether they would back a 
small oll company Just because one 
geologist insisted (lere was oil in 
one particular spot, “Personally, I 
don'tthink they would.” 

Prof Baum believes that further 
`Milla-NMîcCullagh-style clashés be- 
tween scientisisa and husinessmen 
within biotech companies are ir- 
evîtable, ` 

“The entrepreneurs nıake sure 
the scientists don't have ‘too much, 
cantral. In‘same ways that is good, 
because scientists get ‘too close to. 
projects and are never willing to pull’ 
the plug," he said, At the same time, 
scientists were “under tremendous, 
pressure to delivér” and “have to' 
work with knowledge that is: 
tremendously price-sensitive”. 

He singled out. City analysts for 
‘much of: the; blarme regarding the: 
hype that overinflated the share 
prices of biotech companies. : 

“They make outrageous claims 
about miracle cures. Scientists don't 
f | make those sorts of claims, Analysts 

Î hear about trials -progreasing and. 
Immediately şay that is good newa, 
and everyong believes it. But quite: 
often, lÊ you actually read the tial! 
. reports, théy are hot sq good.” 

Proî Boum said. the Brifish, 
Biotech scandal was “not surpris-' 
ing" apd that such an upset ip the: 
sector was “inevitable, because of: 
. the :whole nature of the business. 
They’ ‘are working on products 
which do not exist and may never 

exist. There may be .gome real re- 
wards, .but British Bio has put a 
damper on things," : 
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Under the planned’ legislation, workers sacked by Magnet Kitchena 
1966 could have claimed for ünfair dismissal 


deserted the Conservatives at the 
last election was because they 
wanted a mate interventionist 
approach to unemployment and job 
insecurity, Labour's coalition is 
broad but shallow, and as the poll 
ratings for the Scottish Nalional 
Party in Scotland prove, support 
could flake away given a viable, pop- 
ulist alternative. 

Furtlıermore the idea that minis- 
ters would actively welcome a strike 
with a high-profile public-sector 
union is loo barmy for words. 

How woulcl a fight witl) teaclıers 
or nurses help Labour convince 
voters that il was ınaking good ifs 
election pledues oun class sizes antl 
waiting lists? Tle answer is that il 
would live precisely {he opposite 
effect, ancl almost certainly haslen 
ıhe Nighi of tlie miclclle classes out 
uf thê slate seciir. 


OR IS there any guarantee of 
a pollical pay-alf,. Public- 
sector workers are already 
uusing a leifimale grievance — 
iwunely that eirnings growll of 2, 
per’ cenl û yeûr in the publi sertor 
is running nf nly half the 5.2 r 
rent recartlerl in (he private seclnr. 

This is where politics slarts lu 
merge with economics. The (ruv- 
ernment bûs in inflalion tirkel of 
2.5 per cenî, but earnings itv Fisilk 
by 5 per cenl i Year, dtssuminy lhal 
lrenel pruluctivily is rising by 2f 
qer cenl u year ~— a lergic assump 
tion that is just about lenable, But 
should earnings growth rise any 
further, the inflalion target woulcl 
be in serious jeopardy, 

David Walton, chief UK econo- 
mist at Goldnıan Saclıs, fears (lal 
earnings growth could rise to 
arountl O per cent ¢luring 1999 ~— 
"unless there is a significant easing 
in fhe labour market. But this will 


recognition in a workplace ballot, 
the Government sided with the 
Confederation of British Industry, 
not the Tıades Union Congress. 

To the extent that it leaves people 
guessing about the Governments 
intenfions, Fairness at Work is a 
cute document For those who 
would like to think this will be the 
last pre-union legislation a Bia’ ad- 
ministration enacts, the Prime Min- 
ister has been enthusing about the 
mast “lightly regulated labaur mar- 
ket of any leading economy in tlie 
world". 

For those who believe that the 
Goverment favours a salami-slice 
approach, there was the warning fo 
employers about the abuse of “zero 
hour contracts” — in wlıiclı staff are 
not pail unless there is work lo do 
— and the promise to rêview tlıe 
40 per' cent threslrold for recognition. 

Clearly, the Government neexls 
couvincing Lhat fhere is a case in ã 
modern economy far slronger 
unions and more colleclive bar gaiın- 
ing. However, H shoul nol bt 
swayed by the siren calls of Mr 
Melville-Ross and his direclur 
chums: being friendly l6 orgnnisul 
labour would help tackle job inseCu- 
rity, carry nv real political risks and 
be goocl for tlle econony. 

Politically, the vasr fur beiug 
beastly to the unions goes Ke is: 
Labour has a new, brual coan- 
stituency, a large chunk of whitch 
would scuttle back into {he aruıs ol 
Conservative leader, Williaın 
Hague, if it looked as if ihe Govêrn- 
ment were showering favours ort its 
old trade union mates. Moreover 
Labour can be as hostile to tlhe 
unions as it likes, becaus# they have 
nowhere else tO g0. 

Held up to the light, most of these 
arguments look pretty threadbare. 
Tor a start, one reason Voters 


Outlaws discrimination againat 
trade unlonists 
Tha blacklisting of (rade unlon 


activists is to be mada unlawful and 
discrininatlon against union mem- 


bers — for example, by denying 
thern pay Increases if they refuse tO 


pergonal contracts — will also 


slgn 
be outlawed. 


Abollshes Commlssloner for 


Rights of Trade Unîon Meni-= 
re ا‎ 


be 
"Crotum”, the.offlte set up by the 


Conservatives to finance legal 


actlon against trade unions, ls to bê 


scrapped, while the powers of the 
Trade Union Certification Officer are 


to be strengthened. 


Pronmtlse to review contraat 
abuses 

These inçlude “zero hours cOn- 
tracts", where workers have to be 
avallablë without any guarantee of 
work. 


Implements European Parental 
Leave Directlvê .. 

Î All parehts will be ellglble far up to 
12 waekë' unpaid leave whils their . 
child is under alght; as agreed: 
under the ŞSçclal Chapter, aş well as 
lime aff for urgent family reasons, , 

. such a8 looking, after a child whO 


Increases materihjty leave '' 
The curtéênt entittéinênt of 14 weeks’ 
maternity leave will be increased to 
18 weeka, to bring It Into Ins wiih 
maternity pay. 


Brotherly love in a cold climate 


Larry Elllott reflects 
on Labour's Fairness 
At Work white paper 


IM Melville-Ross is right. 


entirely on the Gospels of اي‎ The Blair governments Fair- 


ness at Work white paper 
represents a significant shift in the 
balance ûj power between capital 
and labour. According to Mr 

Melville-Ross, who heads the Insti- 

tute of Directors, it is bad for busi- 

ness, bad for the economy, bacl for 

Britain. 

Bul he would say that, woutcln"l 
he? The significance of tle pro- 
psed reforms lies not in the scale 
of tlıe cuncessions (o the unions — 
wlich will still be constrained ly 
th: lightest legal strictures of any 
Western econony — but in the 
slirection of fhe change. 

Rrilish enıployers have gol su 

| ! ıbêd lû having their own way’ thal il 
| | ihviously caıne as a shock to find 
„, | lhe Government doing something 
4' 0 make industrial reluliûns more 
Î egalitarian. The fact that tley were 
belly-aclhing like mad suggests tial 
' lkere were aspects of the wlyile 
myer to be welcomel — as, ùf 
«uurse, there are. 

The automatic right lo uniûn 
recognition if more {han 5O per cent 
of Ihe workforce are unin Meni 
bers, ihe right to represenlalion in 
dbcîplinary procedures, lhe oul 
fon two years to one in (he qualify- 
Ing period for unfair dismissal, and 
the scrapping of the ceiling on com- 
rensation for unfair dismissal were 
di progressive moves. 

„dut the idea that Fairness at 
“ork will unleash a tide of resur- 
i union militancy is fatuous. Tlie 
‘phasis of the white paper is on 
dividual, not collective rights, and 


As a journalist, Allen writes cle „, 11 the maln point, the threshold for 
and simply, though her chaptr 7: : 


meantler a bit and sometineš lea ٣ 1 
one hungry for more detail. SF 


|. White paper's key points 


: Sreates legal right to unlon 
fteognition 


al fms employing 20 or more 


{ : olsctlvg bargaining. 
1 than 50 per cent of a 


EP) oyo, Sa @alning unit” or group 


Wûrkars are unlon rnembers, 
EMonition will be automatic. Other- 


i there must be a majortty for 


nitlon In a workplace ballot 


| 3A minimum yes vote of 40 per 
5 —aflgure subject to review. 
. he employer objects to the 


On, it can appeal to a beefed-u 
antral Arbitration Committee, 
Ich Can turn down clalms If there 


ing and arcane matters — th bt4 
gospel, form criticism, the twon 
hypothesis, the third quest ~ 4; 


also possesses the irritating ha 


of Protestantism." She appears  ; 
rely mainly on English lang | . "Orhers, there wil! be two alternative 
sources and occasionally gets * | ‘233l routes to unlon recognition for 


(not Alfred) B. Lord. Not least, Î 


But this is to ask for morê ا‎ | targaining unlt proposed by a 


by “the yom 
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lone, Lew Wallace's BenHu, ni 
not least, Henryk Sienkiewicz ûy 
Vadlis. Of tlıis lasf, she tells us «if 
nicely timed wit, "To this day 
best-selling novel of all time, is 
Vadis is a masterpiece of intricairj 
plotted and thoroughly researched 
secondl-rate fiction.” 

To investigate the histor 
Jesus, scllolars must rely almos 


Matthew, Luke and John. Despile 
appearances, these are nol bret 
lives sa much as warks of proclams 
tion (Rerygma) and subtle polen, 
cantNign hingraphies if you like. A 
leas! since the lale Renaissane. 
riltionalisl crilics of this “gow 
ows” have periodically around 
the same tliscovery: The real Jeu: 
has becn lersl tu history, and a i 
tion established in luis place, sual) 
the (supposedly) Tanatical St. [ul 
nr {he legalislirt and Dureaucrik 
Chrislian church ur the Pluirisre 
have dislurtetl or obscured 1h 
Nazarenr's single life aul In 
tenchinkgs. Most of {he tine, thi 
suppressed Jesus sPems 1o lin 
aRVGCatctl a natural reliygion vf kil 
ness uel qniversal ınorality. ony 
derey mirat te lhe bierurclicl 
pristidilen anl Sibhsrssu 
rch ol Chri, When He Iu 
Jesus Wasit regaled as i ahr: 
be wes likely ta bw prrcrived . 
dehulled malman ws Cunt 
hiucelf hu was the Messiah: N’ 
disciples were susrepnible lu hyp 
tUism ar mass hysteria, Mirth’ 
were perlurmed through hu 
pueus mit he sirk ur blind heals 
by ihe iid of sume puwerful rural 


ILLUSTRATICH ARITHONY RIJS. s.i_ 


Man of Nazareth 


: e ا‎ E 
Michael Dirda from the sûocial conditions uf Pales- Û salve utherwist unknown 

tine under Herod to the controver | ence. The Resurrection eilher qe: 
THE HUMAN CHRIST sies generated by Robert Funk | happened or was u carik 
The Search for the Historical Jesus Î Jesus Semiıtar, that semi-notorious | execulerl trick, 


By Charlotte Allen 
Free Press. 383 pp. $26 


N SHAKESPEARE'S Lives the‏ آ 


group of contemporary rescarcher's Al) these and many olher fax 
and theologians who aim to sepa- 
rate the Gospel wheat (Jesus's origi- 
nal koan-like sayings) from the New 
Testament chaff of evangelistic andl 
churchly propaganda. 

In these fast-paced and entertain- 
ing pages, Allen summarizes the 
romanticized biographies of Jesus 
promulgated by scores of 19th-cen- 
tury liberal Protestants. She ex- 
plains the epochal Life Of Jesus 
Critically Examined (1835) of David 
Friedrich Strauss, looks at Albert 
Schweitzer's long-standard Quest 
Of The Historical Jesus (1906), and 
interprets Rudolf Bultnıann's exis 
tential views and lhe eventual revolt 


late Samuel Schoenbaum zestily 

chranicled the biographical 
ınyths, obsessions and fantasies 
surrounding the upstart crow, and 
eventual swan, of Avon. At the end 
of his preface to this learned razing 
of folly, Schoenbaum noted that the 
theater critic Desmond MacCarthy 
once observed that “trying to work 
out Shakespeare's personality was 
like looking at a very dark glazed 
picture mn the National Portrait 
Gallery: at first you see nothing, 
then you begin to recognize fea- 


touched on in The Human Ci 


derived front magazine work, f 
identiiying everything and ¢¥ên 
bodly, e.g. “Martin Luther, ã 


ance wrong: For example, it's 


tures, and then you realize that they | of his postwar disciples, She dis. | would like to have seen e 8 
are your own.” cusses too the ancient Nag Ham- | tention paid to the Wo : 
Something similar might be said | madi Library and the Gospel Of | Sanders, the leading contempt! ١ 


of the attempts by New Testament 
scholars, learned amateurs and di 
verse crackpots to paint a portrait of 
the historical Jesus, Each has found 
the Galilean he was looking for, 
whether a reform rabbi, Gnostic 
sage, political revolutionary, Cynic 
philosopher, gentle hippie, hyatert- 
cal madman or gay magician. Sonne 


authority on Paul, and to til ° 
John B Meier, author of A Marg 
jew, the most comprehen 
modern investigation into tê 
torical Jesus. 


Thomas (a listing of Jesus sayings, 
some familiar fronı the established 
gaspels but most new and rather 
Gnostic in character). She relates 
the discovery and vicissitudes of the 
Dead Sea Scrolls (at one time their 
owner tried to sell them through an 
ad in the Wall Street Journal). And 
she traces the changing responses 


midst of plenty. Did you know 
Schelling's 1841 lectures oN 
were attended 


re 
fenıinist theologians have even re- | of jewish thinkers to Jesus. Friedrich Engels, the young Sr . ga erunlon disputes, The pro- 
imagined the “historical Jesus on | But Allen doesn't restrict her | Kierkegaard, and the Ru ai „o Wil be timetabled, and recalait- 
thıe cross as a woman suffering from | studies to Biblical scholarship. | anarchist Mikhall Bakunin dahi Ber Û: 0 Smployers ultimately Ilable to 
menstrual cramps,” James Tissot gorgeous Victorian | the original novel, it İS J {MÛ û sanctian of contempt of court. 


«di | ` tes right to Individual 


| 'presantatlo 


: N workers 

bi will have the right to be 
in later life for . *prasa 

ter kıown If jot ean 1 


German and spent twÖ r tife 0 


ا uta quali‏ ق 
In‏ : 
g perlod for un-‏ الا م 


In The Hunan Clıuîist Clarlolte 
Allen, a contributing editor of the 
magazine Liıgua Franca, ns had 
the splendid idea of writing a skepti- 
cal, Sthoenbaum-like poplar his- 
tory of the quest for “the fıistorical 
Jesus." By this last phrase Biblical 
scholars indicate their refusal to ad- 
dress directly the issue of belief in 
Clırist as God's son and mankind's 
savior. Suclı transcendent ııatters, 


Hur who cuts tle spokes 


illustrations for the New Testanent 
sala's chariot wheel. and not ۰ 


and F. Holland Day’s soft-core turn- 
oêtlecertury plıotographs of boy 
martyrs earn a few provocative 
pages, as do Cecil B. De Mifle’s fil 
epics King Of Kings (with its sloe- 
eyecl, passionate Mary Magdalene) 
and The Sign Of The Cross (with . 
Claudette Colbert as the Empress 
Poppea bathing İn ass's milk). Allen 
polnts out the literary’ influence of 


she wrote as George Eliot 


`. bit Pd better SF 
Jesus? That inor  shorteon 


: ا‎ $ offe 

many say, belong ultimately to the | Chateaubriand's sado-romantic The Î The Historical Jesus nel ft 

realm of faith, not history. Allen her- Î Martyrs (delicate virgins ripped | intellectual entertaiiment” spit ıt @88 wll now be able to claln 
self confesses to being a Catholic, | apart by lions) and Ernest Renan’s | 400 pages replete ' rivalries. nal qj sel at an industrial trl- 
though her survey of these often j lyrical Vie De Jesus — the Messiah | theories, ا‎ ents and A f s10 ا‎ year, instead of two 
freaky Jesuses would tempt evet a | as sensitive aesthete. She then'ex- | ranged wish-fulf 0 1Qe a The TUC.and the far- 
Mather Teresa to agnosticism. amines fictional treatments of the | mental works of 8 in “fP2, 0" leader, John Smith, ar- 


Holy Land and the new falth in | started, I couldn't stop 
Flaubert's Herodias, Wilde's Sa 


The Human Christ embraces a, 
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William Faulkner, with whom she 
was friendly in a guarded way. 

Although she wrote in many 

forms, İt is fair to say that the novel 
of ınanners lies at the root of almost 
all her books. “When novels of 
manners are ‘great, Goodman 
writes, “they do not record super- 
ficial behavior, but examine the 
cades that govern people's lives.” 
This has always been so, yet it 1š a 
truth that too many critics fail to 
grasp, confusing a§ they do the 
writer's eye for dctail with nıere 
superficiality. Glasgow lived in the 
great age of lhe American novel of 
manners; slıe and Wlıarton brought 
the genre lo new heights in the first 
decacles of the century, then 
handel it over to the likes of John PF. 
Marcfuand and Lotıis Auuchincloss as 
their own powers began to wane, 

Glasgow's great novel Barren 
Ground appeared in 1925. By then 
she had done much apprenticê 
work as well as mlıch of consider 
ably higher accomplishment, anıl 
she had reuchced wliat Goodman 
calls “a liberating creel of fiction, 
one 1bal honûred the warld within 
avêr the ane without," which is to 
say a creel that parallelecl the life 
she lhersclf lived. In {hat novel and 
ler olher nıasterpiece, The Slıel- 
lere] Lile, (Glasgow conbined social 
coemmentary with psychological in- 
sight, and further enriched the mix 
with a irenchanl examination of the 
lives of wonıen. She adınirecl inde- 
pendeııt, sirong women at a tine 
when what we now know as femi 
nism was barely in its infancy, and 
her books — utterly free of the 
doctrinaire or the ideological — can 
be read today with pleasure and 
edificalion. 

Glasgow was a feminist ahead of 
her time, but she liked men and was 
liked by them in return. Her first 
important influence was a brother 
inlaw, George McCormack, whose 
early death was devastating to her. 
At least two men loved her: One, 
known ftom her 
memoir only as 
Geralli B, also 
died too early, 
while her ro 
mance with and 
brief engagement 
to a prominent 
Richmonder, 
Henry Anderson, 
had same #lements of drama and 
some of farce. She was deeply fond 
of James Branch Cabell, another 
Richmond novelist popular in their 
day but now even more forgotten 
than she, and she had a charming 
— not to mıcntion unlikely — friend- 
ship with H.L. Nlencken. 

Susan Geodman tells Glasgow's 
story in a siraightforwartl way, suc- 
cumbing from time to time to the 
temptations of current acadlemic 
language (“ empowering,” “valida- 
tion" as weli as to those of amateur 
psychialry. Like nıgst people who 
choose to write the life stories of 
writers, she is stuck with the in- 
esvapable Iinutallon of not having 
muth of a story to tell. Apart from 
her travels aud her romances and 
her literary socializing, Glasgow 
sapem her life at her writiug desk. 
One¢ can speculate about what andl 
why she did what she did there on 
the evidence of the work that 
eınerged from it, ancl this Goodman 
does with intelligence. But in the 
eal we are left, as we always are 
with Imaginalive and creative writ- 


ers, with the endlessly fascinating : 
and ultimately unanswerable ques’ , 
tion: Where did the work come 


irom, and how, and why? 


Glasgow was a 

2 interes’ feminist ahead of her 
Gla 

fron a welkplaceg tie but fiked men 

and was liked by them 


Jonathan Yardley 


ELLEN GLASGOW 
A Biography 
By Susan Goodman 


Johns Hopkins. 308 pp. $34.95 


ORN in Virginia in 1872, 

Ellen Glasgow lived almost 

her entire life in her nalive 
state and had become, by hcr death 
in 1945, ils most accomplislled antl 
respeclecl write" uf fietion. She 
seems to have been a slrtnge 
woman, though no stranger perhaps 
ıhan mos! whose fives are spent in 
uneasy passage belween the “real” 
aul fhe make-believe, She belicved, 
uccnrding lo Susan CGroculman, thal 
“arl — even Ihe transitory sîng uf a 
niglılingale — has more pernta- 
uence than fleath and provicles 
mare comfart {han love," and she 
livusl accordingly. 

The body of her fiction is large 
autl varîecl. It runs to about two 
dlozenı volumes publishecl tluring 
her Metime,. us well ns several 
posthumous ones, und ranges fon 
reulisın to fhe nuve] of manners Lu 
salire to romance. [n her day she 
was popular, albell rol hugely s0, 
int was able ip support herself on 
her wriling, a4 rare thing for a seri 
ûus writer in the United States; she 
wag, as well as a writer of 
distinction, a canuy stuclent of 
publishing pı'aclices who knew jıow 
ta make lber publishers pay 
handsomely. 

But she is not now wellknown. A 
number of her books are still in 
print and she has her admirers iıı 
the academic dissertation factory, 
but there is little reason to believe 
she has many readers beyond the 
Virginia state Jine and, in all likeli- 
hood, not many within it. This is 
bath a pity and a mystery: a pity be- 
cause, as Goodman correclly ar- 
gues, her work ranks alongside 
that of her “chief rivals," Edith 
Wharton and Willa Cather, and a 
mystery because 
it is accessible, 
iniellîigent anıd im- 


but rather un- 
happy Virginia 
family. Her mother 
was a “chronic invalid" by the time 
Ellen was 10, and her relationship 
with her father was uneasy. Death 
aud illhesa haunted her family, and 
there were other causes of unhappi- 
ness as well, including a deafness 
that descended upon her when she 
was in her early twenties, producing 
"episodic panic attacks . . . that cir- 
cumsecribed her movement and in- 
creased her dependency.” She 
learned {o0 cope with the world ~— 
she traveled, gave speeches, hacl 
many fricnds — but this condiion 
may have hal sometlıing to (o with 
her [allure to marry, though she 
latl ample opportunily to do s0. 

Her work drew direclly from her 
life, yet ft was hardly "nutobiograph- 
ical" as the {erm is now ıınderstoocl. 
One can readl İt as a way of discover- 
ing what she called, in her splenclicl 
meınoir, fhe “woman witliin," but it 
is nut selFregarding or seffob- 
sessed. lu lıer own family, “whose 
story during and after the Civil War 
seemê€d as conpeling as any fic- 
tion,” she had the raw material for a 
large, durable and interconnected 
body of work that is comparable, i 
"that sense of wholeness as wel] as in 


ia preoctupafion with the South, 


with the work of her contemporary 
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PHOTO JONATHAN APL 


As with Shel] in Nigerian andl BP in 
ing. oll vr logging companion ir 


magnet or sopAariilsls inl reberen, 

ln Colombit vil cnimies iu , 
seh at regular Large lor uorrillin 
it Weslern operitors cau bardly ; 
functiou. They are forced lu ecmpiluy ' 
he nilitory and cven pıruvîclr dirine, , 
ıd {he isl of Muna riglus abs 
las escalated. lu ıhe Philippines ald , 
leflisl parainilitary groups are 1t 
crulting new peopl: and taking ujı | 
lhe cause oi lhe tribal groulj»s, 

The tribal people are increasingly 
Uesperate, having litle access to 
legal help and few people to turn to 
except the clurches and uncler- 
resourvecl non-government groups. 

Many Are contemplating physical 
tesistance. The Bontok people of 
Mainit in the Philippines recently 
sent a petition to tle international 
conımunity. "These [mining] opera 
tions will destroy our source of 
livelihood; like farming and small- 
scale mining, due to forest destruc- 
tion’ and denudation. They will 
destroy our rice fields and rivers, 
desecrate burial grounds and sub- 
vert out customs and traditions, Let 
this be a warning to those wiıo are 
trying to intrude ir our ancestral 
tands. Blood will be the answer,” 

The B'laan people ln South Cota- 
bato in the Philippines have seen 


off by a mılnlng ‘company. Survival 
pino army ahd secüurity guards now 


Tribal leaders have sworn an oath to 
defend their lands: “If we get killed | , 
on ouf' land we're also ready' to '| . 
kill," says Datu Tong Cafion.' '''" |i 
Political’ahd gocigl'tengiang are 'l : 
‘mounting, In Irdonesia and the East 
Asia, wherê the economic miracle of 
‘the 1980s was‘largely based on land ] 


businessmen in league with politi | : 
iciaig, the poorest will be hit again, 


justice group Down to Earth; : 

Thie:' economic crisis' and’ the’, 
‘migsaive i Internatlonal'' Monetary ' 
Furid: bailout ùf the' Edsteri' 


‘she ‘saya.’ "Indanesla will 'dépênil’ Î ' 
‘even more “on pelling' off ' ifs" | 
resources to all 'comera: The tribal | | 
‘groups, | who, . depend ‘on Hatliral 

niore than nhyonë just to | '‏ ر 
liye, will Suffer more. They will just Î '‏ 
further dispossessed.” 7 il,‏ becomieٻ,‏ 
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and South Anerica," sıys Survival 
iniernafional. 1 
1 


Colombia, lhe presenve of be’ uit 


destabilising Ihe slice, acing As 4 ° 


‘tracts of their ancestral lands fenced’ 
‘Internatioral reports that the Fili- 
bar atcess to farmers’ and hunters. 


.| grabs and resource 'exploitation by 


| says Frances Carr, of the ecological 


'Î eçonomies will make things 'woraë;' | 


"Tle communities clo not know 
how to negoliale. Théy fla noi know 
their rights or {le monetary value of 
heir resources and often sell (heı 
for 4 pitlanceê," say's 2 Filipino (level. 
opMeNt wir'kor, 

Anl wher commnunitics rêesišl 
heir calry, he cunipuiies andl povw- 
ernments subvert thre tlonincriatic 
prucuss, slnNE u dllernialive- 
leaders ane splitting villiier. 

hM Many rountries, HOVerLNEGINL 
troups evicl vommuUnHiHies (hal hive 
ıw land titles before companies 
arrive. The companies employ 
paramilitaries f6 hiırass pieople, 
block rnads, and isolale activists. 
"There have been seriûlıs Casts uf 
human rights violalions acl people 
killed in the Philipines, Indonesia 


and hırman rights organisalona 
that have campalgned against 
the activities of Shel! in Nigeria 
and BP in Colombia. Reeling 
from accusations of complicity in 
human rights violations iıı 
Nigeria and Colanmbia, Shell and 
BP have taken a frat step and 
acknowledged the concept of’ 
human rights, They stand in 
stark contrast to US aid French’ 
counterparts such aa ExxoJii and 
Total, which ignore the iaave. 

But it'a not eqough far the 
companies to issue broad '' '' 
statements. Human rights infor- 
mation shouldbe iıcluded in ' ' 
their risk analyses, and internal  ' 
pracedurea should he lrmaple- ' : ` 
mented to ensure humari rights 
.paliciea are known and enforced 
at every level of management. 

Hunan Rights Watch ia now 


Î where huge oll and natural gaa ' 


reserves are helng developed. "' 


'Î Familiar probleme are ailing? ` 


abusive security force, inade- ' 
qiüake judiciarles aid syatems of ؛‎ ' 
dispute resolution, andl discrimi’ 
ethiic Hinorides.  ' ': 2 

Many projects are not in place' 


to prevent thelr own complicity - ` 
in humiai' fights ibuaea, They’ - 
should gştart by incorporating . 
human rights informétlon into 

` thelr çountry-Hisk analyses. 1. 


«Arvind Ganesen works on ogrporate ' 
issues for Human Rights Watch in 
ihe US. Webalte; http:/Ayww.hrw.org i 


Î natlori ‘against politcal and ' '' 


: ‘| yet, Bo corporatong can alll act 


ال ها .لس س 


j آنا‎ 


Struggling against the tide .. 
preparing comınunilies to cleal witlı 
mining vcompanies that are begin- 
ning to explore {heir areas. 

“Where the coinpanies say thu 
ley bring jobs ancl sücial benefils, 
the reality is thal lhe wurk they 
vffer is unskilled, the benefits they 
bring nnly exlend tn a few people 
who work lur them, People's liveli- 
lıoocl ilways suffers,” he says. 

A worllwitle paltern of guverı- 
ments antl companies werking in 
tatdêm andl using divisive laclies 
against moumMing opposition is 
emerging. Where companies neerl 
the permission of local comımunilies 
tio stari work, they offer bribes, 
sweeteners and promises of lelp 
that can leave conınunilies witlı 
litle beyond shar1-lernı gali. 


vultinationals are moving into countries that were 


no-go areas before reform of mining and forestry laws. 
The result, says John Vidal, wlll be catastrophic 


Baptism of fire 


authority. “The link between govern- 
ments and governed is being weak 
ened ... The governed, increasingly, 
have no role," argues Dr Tony 
Evans of Southampton university in 
the UK, who is researching the links 
between human rights abuses and 
the globalised world economy. “It is 
precisely those corporations and 
hanks tlıat are iucreasingly global in 
scale that lave gainer! influence 
over state policy,” he says. 

The second hunıan casualties art 
the tribal people who occupy tlie 
lands thal the companies are being 
given exclusive rights botll to ex 
plore ancl lo exploit. Most of tle 
new mining arıd forestry is, or will 
be, on a massivê scale in the lracli- 
tional homelands of some ol the 
world's poorest people. 

“The scale of the crisis for trthal 
groups shoull not be under 
estimatecl," says Richarcl Garside of 
Survival International. Large-scale 
mining or logging of the kid now 
moving in to many developing cotui- 
iries inevitably involves pollution, 
often the clisruption of walter courses 
antl fhe undermining of subsistence 
faruting. The poorest couuries art 
usually the ones with the wetikesl 
vnvirunmental sladards, antl leiınt 
able lû control companies’ activities. 

“This sort of hit-and-run develo)” 
ment leaves conmunities with litle 
üplion in how they clevelop,” says 2 
spokesınan for the Anierinclian 
Peaples Association İn Georgetown, 
Guyana, which with pitiful re- 
sources is trying to resisl Malaysia 
and Korean logging coımpanies 
while fighting for lanl rights andl 


Fatal attraction of partners in crime 


N THE gtowing debate about aupport thelr corporate citizens 
corporations and their reaponı- | and ensure that thelr exche- 
sibility for human rights, an quera flourish. Rarely will a 
entire industry ia under siege, government shy away from oll. 
writes Arvind Ganesan. So it lg easy to see why 
In their acarch for finite governments sideline human 
resources, oll companies must righta. Abdala Bucaram, former 
partner governments wha ınay president of Ecuador, conm- 
have diamal human righta mented on a possible strike in 
records — witness Total’a i 1996 by the oil workers union: 
iırvolvement with the Burmese “If the oll workera seek to halt ' 
junta in constructing the Yadana | the production of a basic and 
natural-gas pipeline, strategic service such as oil, I 
„ In Colotmhia the drive to will pèraonally witness the police 
develop oil flelds haa landed and the armed forces giving 
companies in the middle of a : ` | them a thraabing to make thi 
war zone, where all partes to the 'Î return to work.” ا‎ 
conflict commit human rights’ Today such examples abound: 
violattons. To engure oll 1s when the Nigerian government 
extfacted, the companies have regorta to repression to deal’ 
‘made contractual security ' ' with commiınities protesting 
‘arrangements with state forcea ) against the impact of oll develop 
that Human Rights Watch called | ment, when counter insurgency: 
“the worst violators of human apetatlons are intertwined with ` 
righta'in the hemisphere”. natural-gas development in the 
i For their part, abusive : ' 'Î Tenaaserim regloh of Burma, or 
governmenta netd the oll "1 “' ‘| when the Interpaonal commau- 
‘companles badly. Few have -' ''' | nity fails to address the human’: 
robust economies — free - i | rlighte'cridls in Algerla for fear of 
markets need free people'— and’ | jeopardising olf aid gas con-' 7 ' 
théegse'regimes are generally ‘| acl, ll mre tt. 
starved'of cash. Oll revenue ‘The public iai'aware' of the 
helps'them stay İn power, cruclal role of transnational: 
` ‘Meanwhile partnering big ٠ £orporations in an era whet ' 
.oll companlés also gives them ' ' | Influeiice ûf natlonı atateş jig '' '- 
internatûnal preatige — another’ | ‘diminishing, In response, non-' 
‘resource that’s scarce for .Î governmental groupg have  . 
a 
ersely, oll-consuning .. ,. : '\..corğporallons le for: 
"Î countries such aa the United ۰ | human rights violations, along 
States, Françe or the UK want to ; \' with.government counterparta.;ı | 
mafntaln energy supplies, ii , The best-known example js 
. the.cpalitlon of environmental .. . 


Yosepha Alonıang, a mother 
of 10, should be in Britain. 
Bıt as she boarded the plane this 


A MUNGME tribal leader 


head for London and the Rio Tinto 
annual meeting, She was stopped by 
the military. 

Had she come, Ms Alomang 
sould have toll the mining firm's 
corporate shareholclers 4 harrowing 
tae of torture at (he hancls ûf the 
authorilies. Four years ago she was 
imprisoned without charges, sexu- 
dy abused and Lhreatenecl with 
king shot. Hekl for a month in a 
lilly ronmı, slıe was macle to eat her 
un laeces, 

Ms Alomang is one of many out- 
spoken crilics of the huge Freeport 
cûpper mine, high in the mountains 
of İrian Jaya, wlıich is part-owned by 
io Tinlo. For years the mine has 
been the centre of welllocumented 
human rights violations against 
indigenous gro ps. 


nereasingly comnwmn trend that 
srs governments working in the 
leresls of global corporations, 
ugainst their own people. Tlie mine 
whsidises Ihe army by more than 
BO rullion a year, ancl, like Shell in 
igera or BP in Colombia, its 
ıauers distance {heselves frum 
atrocities carriecl out lo "protect" its 
operation. 


lalin American, Indonesian and 
emer Soviet governments have all 
, ted people wholesale and prac- 
bed something akin to genocicle to 
ke way for nassive projects suck 
ã dams, and to encourage logging 
0d heavy industries. But the glob- 
disation of capital after comntunism 
ind the rise of international trade 
dies are unleashing new forces. 
, leextractive industries — espe- 
aly mining, oil, and timber —~ are 
coming the ‘new epicentre of 
uan rights violations, land grabs, 
political destabilisation, environmen- 
devastalion and, increasingly, 


e lowest levels of environ- 
Mental, labour and consumer 
Fgulation, abuses are rising, 
situation is set tn explode in 
Next decade as the companies 

Ove in ûn some of the world's most 
1 ble people and environments, 
a largely by “structural 
WUstment” policles, where interna 
a anks and leading ‘Industral 
i ns ball out indebted economies 
rn for ‘accega to their re- 
ia Ces, 70 countries in Latin Amer. 

, Africa, Asia and eastern Europe 
forego O Med their mining and 
he Y laws in the past lx years in 
۲ el rile campanies, 

: fn, have ruşshe 
iF Once denied them.. 8 
Canadian, Australlan, 
ed States and British concerns: 
„ obal miners ‘lıgve. invested 

. than $5 billlon in'explbring dev’ 
he Ng Countries since 1992. Like 
global ‘ollmen and foresters, 
abla E negotiated’ long, renew.:! 
break 13€8, ‘Vast concessions; tax ` 
and Tights to ‘evict.communlties: 
lor qe Plon from lawè in return.’ 
olwand capa he pronmlee 


tnty, 2 Casualty may bé demo- 


month in Irian Jaya, Indonesia, to 


, HH is also au example of an 


Normally. r! ' y 


` The trend is not pew. Chinese, 


' Î ufler th 
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the Saudi nurses to show : 
forward. e 

The Independent decided #; 
fhe women were convicted H1 
properly constituted Saudî Cu 
basing its judgment on an olf x 
hallowed body of law”, True, lk: 
ways are not Our ways — ‘Bul iı 
diverse world, we must tolerate &: 
ferent systenıs of trial and incarten 
tion.” In the same paper, Ak 
Ahnıed, the ubiquitous 
phobia-spotter, scolded those rt 
had shown ingratitude for Ke; 
Fahd's “"hunıan kindness”. In a pe 
fect coda, a letter to the Ties pm 
posed that “those who respect 
right of Saudi Arabia to determi 
its own criminal justice syste 
should extend their synıpathies l. 
the Saudi authorities for the dite 
spect shown". 

The nıost shameful aspect of lr 
British media exposed by tr 
nurses’ return İs not its abjecl se‘ 
fling, nor that if pays for stories, k 
the way the outcome of a bupy;] 
subsequently dictates the “truth 
Here, the murder viclinı, ontê i 
“ruthless loan shark", instanly # 
vame a kind lover of children, He 
previously avaricious brolher lr 1y 
cane bereavecl and mistreated, Tr ¥. 
angels turnecl into devils, Mosl | 
por'tanlly, anı unfair trial, illustrali 
of a grossly unfair system, Was j i 
picted as a fair one, in which) 
women benefiteel front a lawyer | | 
Mail «leseribed as the "George (- | 
min ûl Snudi Arabia". 

i's true, the womett did gl pri: 
vnlial trenlnteut. 
delence lawyer is allowed in cur 
Norınally, execution follows û m 
cler vouviction. Accortling lû a fê 
Amnesty report on Saudi trials: 
summary and secretive natlrt ' 
trial hearings have nıatle conut’ 
and seınleêencing a simple exer 
even when (he penalty is of 4 gr 
nalure such as flogging, limb aM! 
tation arid cleath . , .” But no¥ U’, 
our nurses, innocent or guiliy, i 
back, who cares about that? Tr: . 
ا‎ 


King Fahd is both merciful and ¥’ 


curmbing to a fil of sentimental 
xenophobia and rushing to put 
Sautli justice on trial". Could wre be 
so stuıre, asked an editorial, in A 
spirit of purest multiculturalism, 
that the British judlicial systenı is 
superior lu the Sauıcli one? Well, yes, 
up tu a point, we can. We rarely, for 
example, inıprison ıeople htlelîi- 
nitely wilhout trial. Dcfentlants live’ 
idccess t0 lawyers. Torlurc is nu 
longer consiclered fair. The facl that 
we clon't cut people's headis oll any 
more nıakes most miscarringes of 
justice survivable, Last year (he 
Saudis executed 125 people, most of 
them foreigners. 

"Their ways are not our ways, 
the Mail conceded, “But is our soci- 
ety more maral ûr less crime-ridclen 
than theirs?" Indeed it iš nal. 
Perhaps it has taken the return of 


of respect. And suddenly it was. 

In Blair's paper, the Sun — whicl\ 
haş, in the past, Uenounced Arab 
states as “modern barbarians" — 
the Saudi ambassador was awarded 
a full page in which to explain that 
“this was no kangaruo court, these 
nurses are guilly of a brutal nui 
der". lt was jolly decent of the 
courts not to lıave sentenced thé 
women to death, Dr Ghazi A Algo- 
saibi inşisted. Aa for tle lack of evi- 
dence — “It would be gruesome for 
mıe or anyone else to go around pre- 
senting evidence, presenting knives 
andl all sorts of things that purport 
to convict.” So that's why the Saudî 
courls are so squeanish about 
evidence. Too sensitive. 

The Daily Mail, which last year 
questioned the evidence against the 
nurses, now warned against “SuIC- 
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off Jight”, Have the legal processes 
of Saudî Arabia ever before been 
criticised for their excessive je- 
niency? 

The nurses pronuptly sold their 
stories to the Mirror and the Daily 
Express, Their intemion — after 
making as much money as possible 
— was to proclaim their innocence 
and niceness. Imevitahly, according 
to tabloid law, this meant that coın- 
petitors of the Mirror ancl the Ux- 
press would have to proclaim that 
the nurses were really nasty nurses, 
possibly guilty as charged. In lact, if 
the Press Complaints Commission 
code against payment for “convicted 
or confessed crinıinals” was to be 
invoked against the successful bid- 
ders, then the nursee’ convictans 
had to stand. Which nıeant that tlıe 
Sauli legal system had to be worthy 


22 FEATURES 
Buying 
the truth 


Catherine Bennett on 
British media perceptions 
of innocence and guilt 


TS UNLIKELY that the Saudi 

ambassador to Britain found 

much tao enfoy in BBC TVs 
Panorama programme last week 
about the freed British nurses. At 
leaşt The Death Of A Princess, 
which caused such offence ir 1980, 
had showr the natives of Saudi 
Arabia as well iurned out, if n trifle 
harsh on adulterers. On Panorama, 
ihe Saudis were (lepicled as 
swarthy molesters of innocent 
British womanhood, led by the 
wolfish, stlubble-stroking figure of 
the devil himself — Major Hamid. 

Put Panorama in its risible per- 
spective, however, and the week 
surely went better than the ambas- 
sador cian ever have expected — 
unless he possesses a peculiarly 
shrewd understarding of the 
workings of British tabloids. The 
nurses may have started the week 
as the innocent victims of greasy 
Arab injustice, but they endecl it ns 
greedy nıurder suspects, The 
Saudis, on the other hand, have 
been rewarded with some of the 
most generous British editorials of 
recent tines, 

It began when Tony Blair, the 
Sun's top cohunnist, said that the 
ireeîng of the nurses was "a gener- 
ous act by the King". How so? If the 
nurses were innocent, then an out- 
rage had been perpetrated against 
them. Their freeing nıight be just, 
but jt was hardly generous. İt lıad 
depended upon the whim of an ab- 
solute monarch. In Australia a rela- 
tion of murdered Yvonne Gilford 
protested that the nurses had “got 


live in the most superslitious 4 | 1 
ever.” He notes glunıly that a psîk} | 
will get 1,500 people into a let; 

theatre, while a philosopher is WW. 

to clraw 20. Why? 1 
would have guessed there wol 
such a wholesale swallowing ". | 
superstitious belief, There 1% | 


iy, 
Forty years ago, he says, 1 i! | ight confict, As countries bid to 


says, a new sense of the mits 
ence — plus highly commer 4 


selling of New Agery. He. 


there never was an age of "f 


ınent. Society was strictly go’ 
by codes, Including rules oP 


you could believe. Now that pe, | tional b 


are freer to live as they ‌ in afi 
ralist world, they are ã 
think what they like. Forty Yi 
ago, if someone told their 1 
bour they belleved in ir 0 
have been ا ا‎ 0D 
anything goes,” (LO 
Mall uncritical ll New AF 
th ave 1 
TT hipple nouısense kı 
des ago.) : 
e اسحا‎ Wolperkh with 
brutal determinism of 
psychology, suggests gb 
inıpulse was Pp 1 
mans from the day t€ 0 
the knowledge of e 
evitable ا‎ iie 
ing selfdeience, 
o have been Bangerously 


ened by depression and fe 
yl 


True or not, the ا‎ 
to overcome ani "Dogg lt 


ose reason on DART ogi f! ` governments; : 
e o belleve alot 05 ruth Ai ijk WIth those و‎ 
nonsense? Yes, . because E lect and undermine the stite's 


enpirical evidence malte 1, 


the methodology of the New Age. 
Their holistic approach does offer 1 
warımer’ seııse of belonging, of per 
sonal significance an(l respect [or 
the planet. We're not so goocl at 
those things. They are s0 well-pack- 
aged and welkmarketecl these Jays 
—it'a a big challenge for us," 

The doctrinal issues are ulterly 
puzzling to any outsider, Distin- 
guishing which miracles and super” 
natural phenomena are acceptable 
is beyond rational contemplation for 
those of us aş bemused by the eu- 
charist as by Incan Heavy Energy 
Digestion. 

Fr Fleetwood’s strongest case 
against New Agers is that they are 
individualistic and narcissistic, so 
busy exploring personal experience 
that they have no time for commur- 
nity or social concern. They have no 
community organisation or moral 
codes, because belief in the para 
normal requires nothing of you, no 
selfdenial, no love. IF is spiritual ma- 
terîalism — getting what you can, 
no strings, ao rules, a personal free- 
dom religion, I was too polite to 
point out to Fr Fleetwood that orie 
superstition looks as absurd as an- 
other from the outside — and as for 
its moral effecte, consider the dam- 
age the Catholic Church does with 
the Pope's barbaric teaching on con- 


traception and abortion. 
But the real question is why helief 
in any kind of supernatural has taken 


'guch firm root, just as we seemed at 
last to be approaching an age of 
reason. Peter Clark, professor of the 
history and: soclology of religion ‘at 
King's Cojlege, Lohdon, says: “We 


Ihe Pope versus the aliens 


and PR agencies. Here you can 
awaken the goddess within, heal 
your inner child, release you 
psychic energy, unblock your path- 
ways, or have an out-of-body experi- 
ence with Don the gong master, 
You can have your eyeballs mas- 
sagêèd and your aura photographed. 
The big commercial growth areas 
like Feng Shui have become as 
much a part of the interior decorat- 
ing scene as wallpaper. 

This stuff has entered seanılessly 
into everyday living. The supernat- 
ural permeates the national psyche 
as never before, A recent ICM poll 
showed 63 per cent of people in 
Britain believe in the paranormal. A 
Leedş university study shows the 
paranormal has taken over from 
conventional religlous belief: 55 per 
cent believe in second sight and 67 
per cent in astrology. A British 
Sacial Attitudes Survey shows only 
one in five believes unequivocally in 
a God, thouglı 65 per cent call them- 
selves Christians culturally. Another 
survey showed 22 per cent of all 
Europeans now believe in reincar- 
nation, In California, 25 per cent of 
people say they are alien “walk-ins” 
— taken over’ by an invasion of the 
soul from outer space, : 

Fr Peter Fleetwood, the Britis 
priest who acts as secretary to the 
Pontifical Comınisslon, says a line 
wilt be drawn. “Relncarnation, for 
instance; is out of the question. But 
there is much we'could learn from 


are they to draw the line, the bislı- 
ops ask. When does meditation and 
chanting became lieresy? How does 
the Church persuade people to be- 
lieve their own superstition, while 
damning others’? Eternal vigilance 
is the price of true dogma. 

If it's happening in the Roman 
Catholic Church, it's even niore of a 
problem for Protestants, especially 
evangelicals. "It's just so galling,” 
says Keith Ewing of the Evangelical 
Alliance. “The hard evidence for the 
resurrection is extraordinarily com- 
pelling conipared with all this." 

There is now a growing group 
celling thenıselves Christaquarians, 
merging Christ into the New Age. 
St James's Anglican church in 
London's Piccadilly organises a pro- 
gramme called Alternatives, which 
includes the "transformative and 
miraculous powers” of group chant, 
collective memory experiences con- 
necting people to their ancestors, 
pets and the environment, nıedita- 
tive drunıning and "10) per cent 
Happiness", The programme comes 
vith this “Friendly Disclaimer” on 
the cover: “Although St James's 
Church, İn its openness of heart and 
mind, Includes Alternatives, the 
ideas in the programme are not 
representative ofthe Church itself,” 

The annual, bizarre Milad Body 
Spirit Festival takes place in Lon- 
‘don this week. It has become a 
trade fair for a big industry, replete 
with sfalls for New Age marketing 


Polly Toynbee on a 
Vatican campaign against 
paganism in the pews 


HE Pope is preparing an en- 

cyclical against superstition. 

Oxymoron, or what? The Pon- 
tifical Commission for Culture is 
writing a report about the dangers 
of people believing in magic, levita- 
tions, visitations by spirits, aliens, 
angels and the llke. The mind bog- 
gles, Some might suggest he start 
with the Turin Shroud. Antî what of 
transubstantialion, virgin visions, 
appearances of the stigmata, to SAY 
nothing of ascensions and assump- 
tions? Since this past Sunday cele 
brated Whitsuntide, what of spirits 
descending in fire to worshippers 
rolling on the Noor and speaking in 
tongues? 

No, it is the New Age the Pope 
will cordemn. The Vatican was 
recently tald that New Age practices 
and beliels were rife inside its own 
convents and monasteries. Bishops 
acrass fle world are anxiously re- 
porting paganism breaking out in 
the pews, Crystals, pyramids, asiro- 
logy, psychics, aliens and Eastern 

. myslicisnı are invading the Church. 
New Age trealments are regularly 
avallable in Catholic retreats, offer- 
img aromatherapy, Sufi dancing and 
use of the enneagram — a nine- 
sided ' figure — with rebirthing and 
mindkexpanding techniques, Where 
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taste and nutrition: better, for 
example, than the Ugandana, 
who eat a plantain matoke, 
which has bulk with ıo nourish- 
ment, more palatable than 
Malian #û, which ts usually 
rendered disgustng by tiıe 
inclusion of potash (wood aah) 
to help set the paste. Ughi 

The farmers" co-operatives 
pravided multiple Chadian 
sauces to disguise thelr boules, 
There were fish aauces and meat 
sauces, 130me slimy and athera 
oily, and a lot of them delicious, 
HBozle is a atrong man's food, 
but I am a fecble foreigner. 

And by the end of a whole 
week I admit that sauce is, 
well .. . sauce. The firat meal I 
ordered on reaching a town was 
composcd cntirely of salads and 
vegetables. I aın happy to 
announce that all is now back to 
normal below the belt, 


Notes & Queries Joseph Harker 


Michael Faraday: sacicntist, 
dissenter and Sandemarniaıı 


worship one Sunday “without gaod 
„ reason" — he was attending dinner 
with Qüeen Vlctorial 1 

. It could’ be argued ilıat Faraday's 
belief’ In the unity of forces ' and 
iature — which uinflerpinned his 
forthulallohn of “field theory” i was 
"liked to’ ' his : Sanclê€nıanidn ' 
convictions, and that his caıtian 
regarding speculative interpretations. 
of .experimental facts paralleled the 
Sandemarian adherence to Biblical 
literallam. (The biography Michael. 
Faraday: Sandemanian Ant Scientist, 
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bowl of sauce, The sauce is 
made slimy with okra or with a 
local leaf. There ia an easy way to 
measure your mastery of the art 
of acaoping the paste-and-sauce 
mess into your mouth: count the 
number of splashes on Your 
shirt. Thin question took an 
added significance, once I dis- 
covered that I couldnt wash my 
white shirts. My available cloth- 
ing stock was diminished to two 
beige cotton safari suits. The 
Sahelian climate came to my 
rescue: for, of course, you can 
wash your shirts at 1Oam and 
they are dry before midclay. 
There are (in my limited expe- 
rience) black, grey and brown 
boules, depending on the 
sorghum (or guinea corn) used. 
The lighter ones sometimes 
include maize flour mixed with 
millet and manioc. As staples go, 
the Chadians clo quite wel! for 


HAT iB the origin of the 

phrase “Scot-frce"? Does it 
havc anything to do with the 
Srots' reputation for not paying 
for drinka? 


NE derivation of "stol" gors 

back froın motlerpr Frerch 
payer son êro! (ta coniribule lO Corn- 
mMOn cxpenses} tû the 13th century 
Oll French escaf, which meant the 
same thing. The orfgin is the Frapk- 
ish shot ur tax. 

"Sual" probably also has Scanli- 
navian vrigins, from which if passecl 
io Old and Mliddlle English; and 
the plirase is foul in the currenl 
and other forms such as “Scotch-" 
and “shotree", 

Voltaire tells us in Candide (1759) 
of how the hero nnd his cumpanion 
atlempl to pay their êcuf afler dining 
al an inn in Eldorado. Their offer’ is 
greeted with roars of laughter, be- 
cause İn this ideal land the goverıı- 
ınent pays for’ meals’ in state-rın 
hostelries, So they get off scot-frée. 
—  Charlotle Hotlton,' Morpelh, 
Norihunberiand  ' 


E VERY biography of Michael 
Faraday says that he was a : 
Sandemanian. What do or did : 
Sanlemanians believe? 


HE Sandemanians were a small 

Protestant fundamentalist sect 
founded in Scotland around 1730 by. 
Presbytêrian minister’ John Glaş and' 
continued by hiş 'son-inlaw, Robert, 
Sandeman. Dissenters fron’ the’ és-' 
tablished Presbyterîian'church, thelr. 
care belief was in the essêntial spit 
tuallty of Christiartity, ' which led 
them to oppose all poli cal'or' şŞecu- 


lar manifestations. ُ 

Their aüstere Biblical Hteralisin 
‘was focused on the Nety Testament, . 
which they beljaved' offered no 


` support for a ritlonal chıirch. Tri the, Î' 


spirit of primitive Christiaity,' tHe’ 
Sandemaniari' churchêe'’ appolntêd : 


course, io milnlsterg mi¬ a 
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playing lawn bowls. It seemed 
unlikely, since there ia no green 
grasa for §Û0O0km. Could they 
play on sand? Bozle ia also the 
French name for a wooden ball, 
but aurely Chadian farmers have 
better things to do than play 
bowls? What else could those 
round things be? 

I discovered that each bozule 
is a round ball of black guinea 
corn flour, about the size of a 
decapitated baby’s head. It is 
stodgy, but digestible, I was 
lucky to find it digestible, since I 
ate it twice a day, every day for 
the next week. I became reason- 
abiy expert at breaking open the 
baby’s head, digging my fingera 
deep into the flesh, and tearing 
off a lump. With the thumh, you 
mould this into a scoop and 
Plunge it into the communal 
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Letter from Chad Robert Lacville 


A whole load of balls 


HE woman in Mayo Kebbi Î la boule fchadienne. My 
refused to wash my white Chadian colleagues spoke with 
shirt. She said the local joy about splitting open la 
water would colour 1t orange. boule. The expression made me 
Her husband explained that wince, since boxtle iş alao the 
their water ia full of iron. “Tt is French word for teaticle (at least 
so strong that Chadian bables in the sort of French my adolea- 
walk at nine months.” cent children speak). Admittedly 
My Rwandan agronomiat sheep's testicle is a delicacy, but 
colleague thought that the water | it’s not the sort of thing you want 
looked evil, He refused to drink | to aplit open every day. So I 
anything except bottled water, remaired silent and waited to 
bottled fruit juice, or beer, But find out what I was going to ent 
ihe orange water did me no with these villagers of south- 
harm — at least not the harm western Chad. 
you arc thinking of. The first time [ saw a line of 
My intestines went the other women bringing lunch, I thought 


way, under the heavy influence 


they were carrying on their 
of he local staple food known as 


heada a set of black woods for 


Sumo star bows out with huge haircut 


deliberate technique, but | lost track 
of my weight after I got injured and 
[couldn't exercise so muclı.” 
Although Konishiki was visiting 
hospitals two or three times a 
month until he retired, to be treatecl 
for painful calf and knee injuries, he 
takes issue with a complaint by the 
chairman of sunıo's governing body 
that today’s wrestlers are more vul- 
nerable because they are too fat. 


“You cannot just say weight is 4, 


bad thing. Some sınaller guys get 
hurt because they Jack weight. There 
are more injuries these days because 
sumo wrestlers are busier than in 


the past and there iş not much tine 


for muscles lo recuperate.” 

He will have the opportunity to 
put his views into practice after 
retirement, when lıe will change his 
nanıe to Sanoyama and become & 
coach. 

He plans to tackle the waning 
interest in sumo, Last year, for the 
first time this decade, there were 
unsold tickets for some tour” 
naments, There has also been a 
decline in the number of young 
wrestlers willing to put up with the 
‘gruelling lifestyle of a trainee. ' 

“Young people don't have enough 


information about it because the | 


media image is very stereotypical,” 
Konishiki says. "We have to show 
the other side of sumo’ the human 
side.” ا‎ 


grand champion. But that's that. I' 


to’ lose almost half of his 35-stone 


His secret, he says, was 1o learn 
the ways of those around him. “You 
have to try to get Involved, to learn 
their jokes, to gef into the flow. 
Every time you fight it, you get 
drowned. It is like swimming 
against the current. When you are 
with them, -you try to be Hike them. 
When your fme comes, you can be 
yourself." 

Such lessons were hard learnt, At 
his peak, Konishîki stirred up a row 
between Tokyo and Washington 
after he reportedly suggested that 
the Japanese Sumo Assocation may 
have been racist in denying him pro- 
motion to jJokrtzuna, the sport's top 
rank. He distanced himself from the 
conıment, but the damage was done 
and his performances were never 
quite the same {although another 
Hawalîan-born wrestler, Akebono, 
‘became yokranna not long after). ' 

“T have .no regrets,” Konishiki 
says of his 16year' career, “One of 
my last’ goals was to make it as a 


Png 
Jonathan Watts In Tokyo 
e ا‎ 


7 THE traditional world of sumo, 
تا‎ IS only one way to celebrate 
f rellrement of a wrestler wlıo has 
an outstanding career: throw 
one helluva haircut in his hanour. 
xı ingly then, the retirement of 
Nushikî, the first foreign-born 
TCstler to reach sıınto's second- 
est rank and the heaviest 
poet in the sport's 1,300-year 
0 was expected to be markecl 
lavish danpatstr shiki (top- 
0 ceremony) this week. 
8 1 is very traditional, The whole 
kK „1S dedicated to me,” explains 
Nishiki, whose affability and de- 
"mination have made him one of 
A most popular celebrities, 
¢ lop wrestlers will: be there. 
Te will be regular sunıoû, and 
& ا‎ We 
or fon ı000 people and tlıree 
اا چ‎ will: come up and 
JUnging around. hi أ‎ 
T. is stable in a. 
rl ind garishly coloured shorts 
کر‎ other loincloth-clad wrestlers 
ج‎ Ise, Konishiki looks as out of 


print 3 Cowboy in an wkiyoe 


veca iS appearance (permisclble 
Year) beli quit Competition late last , 
Wrestlers les the! Hawallan-horn . 


can say I gave it 100 per'cent effort, 
rk just didn't fall into the right 
P DF . 


The Dump Truck, as he is also 
known, is noz'on a three-year diet 


bulk, which his stable master ad- 
vised him to put on to make up for 
„lıii& lack of sumo experience. “For 
' ' ‘Î me, it was good tobe big. It wag a 


her, A passion apparenlly fueled i. r EP 
Konishiki stares down an opponent during a bout at the Royal Albert Hall 
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1 
| 
ou have never seen that.used | | f, 
el fectively than in Norther (reland 
7 


GUARDIAN WERA; 
May 31 1% 


„, The former Labour leader Nej 
Kinnock first put Mowlam on ihe 
Oppusition front bench as spoke, 
woman for Northern Ireland j 
1988. He describes ler strength as 
being “inclusive”. She is Very 
strong, “lungsten tough”, he says, 

But lıer own vulnerability, 28 a 
result of the brain tumour frm 
whıiclı she was foutıd to be suffering 
sirortly before last years general 
election, is perhaps also a parl of ê 
this coınplicatecl equation, 

The tumour, the size of a small j 
orange, was in the left-lıand fronl of 
her' head. When it was diagnosed al | 
ihe beginning uf last year she tolj ! 
Tony Blair, her husband and his | 
daugluer Henrietta — aud then | 
went nul As planned to see a film | 
There was an anxious period before 
analysis revealecl lhat the growth : 
was benign. She unclerwent radir ' 
iherapy and sleroifl trealment. ' 
which lecl to her weight gain. J was 
only last July that slie was given ihe 
allclear. Her hair is now growing | 
back, mousy antl curly, lo her 
cunsiderable surprise. 

There gre not many who dissent | 
froin the view that it is (le personal , 
ily of Mowlam wlıiclı has been crir ' 
cil t2 the Course of the lanl Year 
Northern !reland, ancl there are | 
sıne who believe il is (le primary ' 
reasun thal the Good Friday agree 
nel was even [xssible. Ken 
Lindsay, her private secretary in lhe 
Northern Irelaml Office, who alse 
ser'vetl her Tury [rerlecessur, 
Palrick Mayhew, is sı convinced ol 
the poi fhat, unusually for a civi 
servant, he is preparecl 10 be quoled 
on the subject. “We woulcln'l have 
got where we are without her.” 
says. “She's pushy. She's done thing: 
uther people wouldn't lave done. 

She is uul withoul her critics, ol 
course, Most of these are lo Uf 
found among the Northern Ireland 
unionists, some of whom hart 
found her difficult to deal will': , 
claiming that she has conceded fr ' 
too muclı to Sinn Fein. Some ~ | 
notably Ken Maginnis of the Uster 1 | 
Unionist Party — are said lo hale 


an inability to cope with her aula | | 
When lan Paisley, the hellfire an 

brimstone leacler of the Democrat | 
Unionists, heard of her plans 0’: 
invite Elton John to give a concerts 4 


Hillsborough he commented: ٤ 
now sles bringing In 1 
Soclomiles,” | 


According to Clive Soley, char | | 
man of the Parliamentary ۾‎ 


Parly and himgelf a former Norlr'! | had 


ern Ireland spokesman in OPPO |. ! 
tion, if is inıportant’ that she | 
woman. "She has got this incredi™ | 
ability as a woman. politician ۹ 
dealing wilh men very effec 2 
without Josing her femininity f" ! 


The unlonists don't know Po¥ 0 
deal with a woman, particularly ا‎ 
who has the ability. © be ا‎ 
feminine and: strong’ at the e 
time — its 4 very .ophisi 1 
balance. At the end of the a 
though 1 don't tink they like f . 
inlc they respect her: 
e hre ig a cameron 2 
‘days of the Stormont talks 
run-up to Good Friday that poss reye | 
helps to .explain why i they ا‎ 
iher and why, in turh,. Norther 
‘land now stands the best € hi 
decades ar ha. pencê 5| 
eluded it. i % 
e E at. ye: 
‘critical point and things we ê Xf 
wrong, The Secretary of ng 
in a huddle, in. a. hallway 1 roy 


1 
i 
| 


۳ :. conversation; ] 
Adare, "You bloody wl zel to, : 
do it,” somebody overh 


ing. “Otherwise Tl headebutt ¥ 
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A hard driver on the road to peace 


After Mowlam's election (u West- 
minster slıe had a relationship willı 
the journalist Colin Hughes whin 
was married wilh two children, He 
left his family for her. Hughes is 
saitl to have adorecl Mowlam. Sonıe- 
one remembers him “gazing al her 
as if slıe was male of ice and would 
melt if he looked away". But the 
cause of the breakdown is said to 
have been her intense coınmitment 
to her wark and her "clild-blind- 
ness" — her inability to recognise 
quile the extent to which his 
children mattered to him. 

[f that was the case, il is nol an 
error she has repeated. She adores 
Jan's two children, relishes the time 
she spends with them but is typi- 
cally pragmatic about the circu1n- 
slances. “I"m not responsible for 
haircuts or dentist appointments,” 
slıe says. “I just get the pleasure of 
their conıpany.” 


HE (lifference between oppo- 
Î sition and governnteul, 

Mowlam says, is what she is 
able to offer people. She used to 
have constituents in her surgeries 
who couldn't pay their electricity 
bills and to whom she could only 
offer the political equivalent of an 
Elastoplast: could the church help? 
What about a forces’ charity? “Now 
we're going to Io do it properly, 
which is why Tım pleased with the 
welfare crap," she says, pausing 
only to murmur that it could have 
been better presented, 

Across the bloody history of the 
past 30 years in Northern Ireland 
there have been myriad suggeslions 
about possible. ways forward from 
the intractable political stalemate. 
But it is only since the appointment 
of the first woman secretary of 
state, someone who is clearly tough, 
but also vivacious and egalitarian. 
that the character of the incumbent 
can now be seen a8 having . been 
such a vital part of the, dramatic 
:progress that has been made. . '. 


Mo Mowlanı: ‘She deals with men very effectively without losing her femininity PHÛTOGRAPH' ZRISPIN RODWELL 


Despite her father's drink prnb- 
lem there were happy limes, loo. 
After Rivhmound Drive, Watlord, 
they livel besicle the canal in 
Shaftesbury Avenue, Southall. Tlıere 
were picnics in the park, outings {o 
Burnham Beeches. "I]t wasn't easy 
at times. My motlıer workedl hard. I 
ended up feeling more sorry and 
sad for him: a conıpetent man who 
ruined his life through drink." 

They moved ta Coventry at about 
the time Marjorie went to sec- 
ondary school, and by then her 
forceful personality was already 
eviclent. She became head girl of 
Coundon Court Comprehensive 
(an electecl position under a system 
devised by her history teacher Miss 
Morley, in which equal votes were 
granted to staff and pupils) and de- 
cidedl, agerl about 14, that fire prac- 
tices were a waste ûf lime because 
they were advertised in aclvance, so 
she initiated her own. She deliber- 
ately rang a handbell and, in alarnı, 
the school was evacuated with 
chaotic results. Thus proving her 
point. 

Wilile she is clearly good at 
personal relations, her personal 
relationships, however, were more 
problematic until she met and 
subsequently married her husband, 
Jon Norton, a banker five years her 
junior. Her own often-quoted phrase 
is about her "spectacularly untidy” 
earlier love life: it included Martin, 
with whom she went to the United 
States for five years in the seventies. 
They split up and ahe came back to 
Britain, but it was a long time before 
eilher of them formed a strong 
relationship again. Martin is now 


settled with a partner and child and. 


“my Mum sflill talks to his Mum", 
Mowlam says. There ıwas another 
‘boyfriend called Dan, who drowned 
while swimming in Tallahassee, 
Florida, which seems to have 
‘affected her.quite, profoundly as the 
first death of someone to whom she 
was close, . , : 


given nanıe. She becanıe “Mo" froin 
NMlowlarrı — nut as a short form of 
Marjorie — when she was il sec 
ontlary srhonl, (Her lalc father, 
Frank, went by the same nıonicker 
at work in the Post Office. 

There is it lat of her father in her. 
For one thing the phenomenal 
memory [or names. Sle usually 
attributes this to a bit of part-time 
wark as a telephonist alongside her 
mother in a Coventry (epartmenl 
store, but Tina says it is inherited, 
and adds: "Frank's gift was that he 
was very good with people. He 
never closed his office door. He was 
always available — now that sounds 
like Marjorie, doesn't it?" 

Frank never had the chance to 
develop his skills, however. Tina 
thinks he was a thwarted man. “He 
passed for the gramımar school, hul 
his father wouldn't let hinı go, He 
sail that what had been good 
enough for him was good ennugh 
far lis son. Frank left sclıoo! at 
14 anl became a telegraph boy at 
Watford, but he had a great stubbor- 
ness, It was: 'T'll do it, even if you 
don't help me do if," 

He succeeded in working his way 
upwards through the Post Office 
hierarchy, but he was an alcoholic; 
he didn't work for sonıe year's before 
his death in 1931. There were many 
problems when the three children 
— jean, Marjorie and Jiınıny were 
small. Money was always short, "It 
was tough,” says Tina. “There was 
always a disaster waiting around the 
corner. You'd think you were OK, 
and then you'd find that the 
mortgage hadn't been paid.” 

The influence of an alcoholic 
parent on the children can be 
considerable. The agony aunt Vir 
ginia Ironside wrote recently that it 
had turned her, like many others, 
into “a compuişive carer". Interest- 
ing, then, that if Mowlam eyer 
leaves politics she says she would 
like to provide respite care for 
families with disabled children. 


1 like things that are concreté, specific::When Igo home atthe: 


weekend and have a spare couple of hours; l do one of two things: 
1 put the clothes:in the washing machinê or Ifill the dishwasher’ : 


The Northern Ireland 
Secretary has taken 
great risks to bring 
peace to the province. 
Julia Langdon finds 
the keys to her courage 


HE can walk into a men-only 
S bar in a working men's club 
in her Redcar constituency, 

march up ic the counter, pick up 
sonteone's glass ancl drink his beer. 
That is the equivalent of sacrilege in 
these paris, but there isn't so ınuch 
a» a murmur. Ane! in the soulless 
heart uf Belfast glıeitû she can put 
her arm round the wife of a Miaze 
prisnmner, stroke her baby, Lhen 
casually take a bite out of tle child's 
sandwich. He actually stops crying, 
possibly front sheer surprise, 

While the infant doesn't realise 
he has lost part of his tunch to the 
Secrelary »f State for Northern 
Ireland, his iıuslinctive reaction is 
similar to that of anyone else, 

“She just has this way," says 
Briar Roberts, leacler of Reclcar and 
Cleveland Counc, who was Mo 
Movwlanı's first agent and the man 
inadvertently responsible for 
putting her into the House of 
Comnions. “It (loesn't matter 
whether you're Lortl So-and-So or 
whoever up here, she just has this 
way of conıing across," 

Mowlam is suitably disnıissive 
abaut the extent ta which her 
clıaracter, personality and style 
contribute to her evident success as 
a politician, although any observer 
can see that while she has a sure 
touch with people that îs undoubt- 
edly instinctive, she alsa Knows how 
well it works. The word she usually 
uses about herself is “pragmatic”. 

“At school [| wanted to be a 
nıedical doctor but I did the wrong 
O levels,” she says. "Looking back 
now, with a better understanding of 
myself, it was because being a 
doctor is practical, because it gets 
results, I like things that are 
concrete, spevific. When I go home 
at the weekend ancl have a spare 
couple of hours, I do one of two 
things: I put the clothes in the 
washing machine or Î fill the 
dishwasher.” it drives her husband, 
Jon Norton, mad, she says blithely, 
far she is clearly accustomed to 
driving people mad. 

“He looks at nıe and says: ‘You 
don't have to do that." But I just want 
to get results. And ar hour later 
there is tbe result of it” She gesticu- 
lates, tiumphantly. That, she adds 
somewhat tangentially, is why she is 
a member of the Labour party — 
results; clean washing; changing 
people's lives. Thats what il's all 
about, in Northern Ireland particu- 
larly. What she seeks for people's 
lives there is normality, 

Mowlam is an academic, but not 
icleological. She lectured in polifics 
at Newcastle university for four 
years until 1983, then moved to 
adult education at Northern 
College, Barnsley, because she had 
a sense that she would be able to 
achieve more there. Her mother, 

,Tina Mowlam, says she got fed up 
:teachirg polics fo kids who were 
:never going to uşe it instead she 
wanted. to . help people who had 
riever had a decent chance. . 

, Marjorie Mowlam may be inter- 
lested to learn — for she is very 
.vague about tis — that she was 


born in .Watford . in, 1949., Her ° 


mother says so: Tina is one of the 
few people to use lıer middle child's 
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Peter Mullan, ف‎ won beat actor at Cannes, does some a ERÊ in Ken Loach's My Namc Is Joc 


Such a {leme needs lolal siuceı=- 
ily and uiter' daring if it is {o he 
carried off. Benigni has boil, but 
the absence of lue horror mililatcs 
agaiust {he film, and ÎI found ile 
result marshmallowy in tonte. 

Another acquired tas is Tai 
Ming-Liang, (hr Tiawanese clireclor 
ol The Hole, But be can rl Hille 
wrong for me, oven f is new Fil ir 
even more hermetic {ban Tlie Rivur. 
{his ine he sels his une In it 
permanently ruining Taipei, wherv’, 
seven clays before lhc millenium. :1 
{alal epidemic is on 1ht rampage 
axl a young man sits lixonsolately 
in his flat wilh water pouring in 
through damaged pipes, aul a hole 
in the floor through which he canı 
see the woman in Lhe Nat bencatlı, 

The film, macle tnostly using long 
takes, is leavened by tlie occasion: 
appearance of a popular Taiwanese 
singer vamping to songs of what we 
can only suppose are the goodl old 
days. It sounds pretty hard going 
bul Ming-Liang is sitch a goodî 
director that the film is strangely 
memorable, 


Thal's a gond trick, because we 
want it to last while knowing that it 
cail. No one comes by happiness 
as simply and easily as this. Liam's 
failure to pay off his girlfrienc(l's 
debis lo (he local crime boss pre 
sents Joe with a dilemma thal in- 
perils every aspect uf lis new 
contentment. By lıelping oul, he 
would be stepping back imo the 
darkness. But by leaving Liam lu 
solve lis own problems, Joe woull 
be rejecting {he only expressiuu of 
comnıunity available 1o him. 

Derek Malcolm adds: Roberlo 
Benigni's Lite ls BeauGful, a sentir 
mental tragi-<conıedy, has carried all 
before itin Italy. 

Benigni plays one of life's oly 
fools, who, in Mussolini's pre-war 
Italy, fall in love with a Jewislı girl 
and is eventually taken off with her 
and her young son io a Nazi concen- 
tration camp. Separated from her 
but carrying the boy along, he 
makes elaborate plans to face the 
horror a3 if it were a game. This İs 
to prevent the child from realising 
what is really happening. 


stêp back to normality, and tlıe 
scene in which Joe and his mate 
hang her wallpaper is one of the 
funniest in recent Cinenıa, 

Loach handles the central rela 
tionship with great skill. These two 
very ortlinary «-ople seem to share 
nolhing much, beyonsl average-to- 
clecent loks, Joe simply has notll- 
INE, au no prospects either, “Joe 
Kavanagh, thal's all Ive gotl," he 
say's. Sarah las a flat, a car, a job 
ANd Conıian sense, 


ET WHEN they meet, it's like 
twû halves of a puzzle slotting 
togelher,. Mullan and Goodall 
make their ordinariness shine. 
There's a marvellous nioment, 
before they've even kissed, when 
Joe looks at Sarah. She's silhouetted 
inî Aa doorway, down on her 
haunches, talking on the phone, It 
lasts a couple of seconds. Nothing 
else happens. But Loach has found 
a way of showing you the moment 
when Joe falls in love. And being 
ordinary suddenly seems like the 
most desirable state in the world. 


Drunk in charge 


'glohard Williams 


Elodie Bouchez and Natacha 
Régnier, respectively French and 
Belgian, the joint stars of La Vie 
Rêvêe Jes Anges, the first feature 
film by Erick Zonca, 

The Jury ' Prize, a third-place 
award, was shared by The Class 
Trip, by the French director Claucle 
Miller, and Festen, a Danish fanıily 
drama by Thomas Vinterberg, both 
rooledl in the tlıêtme of the sexual 
abuse of children by parents. 

The best screenplay went {o the 
American writer-director producer 
Hal Hartley, for Henry Fool. 

Cannes has been a happy hunting 
ground for Loach, who iS rever'ccl 
mrore by audiences and critics in 
Europe than in Britain. My Name Is 
Jae is a story of acldiction, ronıance 
and responsibility set in lhe back- 
streets of (rlasgow. 

No doubt Loach will receive sone 
criticism for maintainiug an inlerest 
in the margins of society, bul this 
film sustains its dramatic value 
alongside its political dimension, 
which in this case (by contrast with 
Loach's recent work! is tightly 
focused on individuals and domestic 
situations, Comic invention alter- 
nates with the tersiou of a thriller, 
steêring a slırewd course betwcen 
hé feelgood and miserallist 
tendencies. 

Joe (Peter Mullan) is a recover 
ing alcoholic who does a bit of 
decorating to supplement his dole 
ınoney while sticking devoully tû 
lis 12-step programme. His soul, 
however, is in his football team, a 
colourfully nicknamed bunch of 
enthusiastic incompetentgs. Joe, wlıo 
is in his middle 30s, is too old to 
play, but coaches the tean1. 

One of lıis players, Liam, is a 
young ex junkie wih a girlfriend 
and a small son. The girl has an 
active habit, and goes on the game 
to pay for it. When Joe meets the 
family's health visitor, Sarah 
(Louise Goodall), a relationship 
develops after he offers to decorate 
her flat. Sarah represents another 
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nthe winners at the 
tannes film festival 


BRITISH actor and a British 
director won two of the 
main prizes at this year's 
wnnes film festival, 

Feter Mullan was named best 
ator for his powerful per formance 
x a recovering alcoholic in Ken 
luach's My Name Is Joe, while John 
orman received the best director 
mard for The General, his version 
» he story of Martin Cahill, the 
hıblin crime boss assassinated by 
ûe [RA in 1994. 

Mullan Was said to be the unani- 
zuus chaice of the 10-strong jury, 
abich included the actors Winona 
lyder and Sigourney Weaver, 
ader the chairmanship of Martin 
XOrESE, 

Aged 38 and a graduate of Glas- 
ww university, Mullan has no for- 
ml theatre training. His earlier film 


jiles include Trainspotting, Brave- 


‘arl and Loach's Riff-Raff. At last 
inday'a presentation he said he 
ended to share his award with 
ach. His chief opposition was 
ught to have come from two fnr 
elerknown names, the Swiss 
or Bruno Ganz and the [talian 
tirdirector Roberto Benigni. 

(anz stars in Blernity And A Day, 
3 he revered Greek director Theo 
Xgelopoulos, which waş awarded 
“¢ Palme d'Or, the festival's main 
fle. Set in fog and rain, an 
| atlopoulos trademark, and full of 
1 us philosophical inquiry and 
tarkable images, the film charts 
‘imlers quest on the eve of his 
#3 to find memories of happier 


hierati: ith his late wife, 
so that the effect of the amalest | 


i's film, Life Is Beautiful, 
ttred a much greater ovation 
the audience in the Palais des 


"tials when it was awarded the 


Prize, in effect the runner-up 


The best actress award went to 


Manon goes back to the source 


central personal tragedies into 
sharp relief. John Hudson’s Des 
Gfeux and Rosa Mannian's 
Manon more than stand up to 
this scrutiny, Hudson 1s a terior 
who seems to grow in stature 
and understanding with every 
new role; here he wonderfully 
suggents a taixture of youthful 
iınpulsivenéss, moral indecjsiohn 
and absoluta devotlon, while 
phrasing his arias' In lo 

ıelegant lines and producing an 
‘ample supply of unforced, fresh 
‘tonê, 


.wêèaknesaes — the coquetlah- 
ness aıd the love of the high 
life. She began nervlly, but 
ateadlly found her confidence 
and more vocal security'as the 
performance went on, until 
everything fell into place to cre» 
ate as memorable a portrayal as 
.ber Violetta at the Coljseqm last. 
'#EABON, 

Every rolê riatlera i in thls show. 
— Ashley piland’'e feckless. 
Lescaut, john Connell’g binff 
Count dès Grieıtk, Anthony .', 
Mee's apitefil Gulllot and a 
'‘aparkling trio of good-timie girls 
from Gail Pearsoti, Sally 
Harrjson'ahd Neryş Jones ~~ ~ and 


though the evening depended 
upon them. 


are handlëd soe 1 
E sing apd act as . 


passionate melodies (hat wel] 
up from the cleptha with perfect 
aplomb. 

If the costımes by Tanya 
McCallin fix the action firmly in 
the ancien régime, her perma- 
nent get, a curving, tiered 
gallery, has no period reso- 
nance, Ia there to inject an ele-' 
ment of voyeurlam into almost 
every scene. Only the love duet 


„| between Manon and Des Grieux 


at the end of thc third act, which 
is the linchpin of the opera,id 
spared spectators; otherwise 
they peep and leêér from every 


‘vantage point, emphasising that " 


‘everything In this seedy world is’ 
for ahow— and for sale, too, at 
the right price. 

If the elegant surfaces are 


Î roughed up in this treatment, 


‘there’s the occagional feeling 
that McVicar çolî he have pushed . 
.even harder, made the aatire 
even more savage. Tha sexual, 
avarice that motivates almost . 


everyohê except ihe haplesd) .. 
'''Î honest Dêés Grieqix i suggested 
mucçki mote oftet than ifs dadê . 


explicit, Yet the public set pieces 


| = the opening chorus of the frat 


and third Acta, é and especlally 
the ballet — 
pertly th "thls e exta hite 8ُ 


sed, : 
This productlon still sets the 


Î. rarély 
tween the froth and the aching, 


OPERA 
Andrew Clements 


HE heart of Manon is bleak 
and stonily unforgiving — 

the rise and fall of a naye but 
vainly ambitious woman who l8 
destroyed by the predatory aoci- 
ety of Paris in the 1730a. But in 
Massenet’s treatment, pire- 

miered in 1884, the pathetic 
tale is swathed in layer upon 
layer of fluffy; rococo decora- 
toi. The acon ia punctuated 
by frivolous set pieces, comic 
episodes that sit uneasily along- 
side the intense, desperate per- 
sonal confrontaions; and the 
acore, too, flipa between pas- 
tichê and music that ia deeply 
felt and intensely truthful to its 
‘characters, 

Getting that balance right 1a 


‘more than half tbe battle in any 1 


production of Manon, and 


English Natlonal Qpèta’'s hew : ` 
version at the London Coliseum 


manages the balancing act, In 

David McVicar's staging — hia 
first at the Collseum — the gllt 
ter andl busy exuberance ate : 
thére; but thète’s never any 
doubt about the dark drirelty 


‘they are disguising, ‘while in the ' 


pit Paul Daniel tehéa bes 


Fear, guilt and despair 


Lepage: Quebecois magician 2 


‘matic layet’ by reminding us of Alma’ 
Mahler's ihjuriction to her husband 
not to “tempt the devil" by dealing 
with childhood death. Almost sear 
lessly, the singer and ,the' pianidt 
turrî into Alıia ahd Gustav perform 


ing the five songs that, „Anticipate 


their own’ .experiénce, What is 
fascinating’ is ‘how deftly Lepage 
switeles' between the fiitotic past 
and the living present: 

: Tt also means that bı the time 
Rebecca Blankenship, i tially over 


lald with’ ù 'black' fiourning veil, ` 


corne’ to: déllVêr hè songs we are 


` prepared for their emotional content. 


version at ‘London's: 


image: a toom fillél ' 


ا ی 
THEATRE‏ 
yi: | ehael Billington‏ 


d RooERT. LEPAGE, the Quebec- 
“IS magiclan, is very much At 
e with music. Kindertotenleider, 
tisatlon of Mahler's set- 
ا‎ Y€ poems on the death of 
Ten, giveş the songs an emo- 
rhe without destroying 
ا‎ musical power. 
ercompleted this song-cycle, 
ni 5 Poems by Friedrich Ruck’ 
ah م‎ . three years before the 
1 1 JS ‘and Alma's elder daugh- 


trie 
: Hammersınith suggests it is 


i 0 prophetic of the com 


3 I1 experience and a uriiver-' 
Bor 2 adult guilt, parental 


dhoqd transience, 
en Presents us' from thie start 
* 
roule furniture, Silently; the 
ust Covers disappear’ lo dis- 
nai Th and her flaxen-haired 
i are patking up tHelr 
1 barke lo go to di meritn, But, as we 


Ûme to see the mother’ 
S song-cycle with 
the booktase is: 


i and ds th 
اا‎ the deck of a ship, 

or ar ° i oihing ‘ominous: Wê 

2 mothers difficülty’ 

| enn TEB presage death... 

adds yet another dra- ` 


cle f: 
Siig pe. 


Classical CDs 
Andrew Clements 


Adams: Gnarly Buttons; 
John’s Book Of Alleged Dances 
Collins’ Landon Sinfanlatta/ 
Adarms/Kronos Quartet 
(Nonesuch 7559 79485-2) £14.99 
ا‎ 


NARLY'" Buttons 

Adams's cdlarinet concer” 
John's Bnok Ûl Alleged Dances 3 
sling qlıartet. What they lave i 
common, itpart from the ieisty lel 
nical challenges that the clarinet 
Michael Collins anl the Kronos 
Quarlet meet spectacularly in ther 
turn, is a İond celebrallon of lhe 
many strands of American cullır. 
Whetlıer in the spacious, evocalite 
melodies and propulsive rlythnir 
Juggernauts in the quartet, or (he 
meditations on a New England 
hymn, slyly appropriated hocdo 
and sweet, unconplicated halal 
that make up the three movement 
of the concerto, Adams is consinr 
ing the world in wlich he grew up 
(he was a clarinettist in his youth) 
through his characteristic mixiuré 
of old and new, pop and art musi. 
These are not major landmarks, but 
they are bursting with invention. 


Pãrt: Kanon Pokajanen 
Estonian Phllharrnonic Chamber 
Choir/Kaljuste 

(ECM 1654/55) {2CDs} £17.99 


ANON Pokajanen is the Canon 
Of Repentance in the Russia Û: 
Orthodox Church, a lengthy vers 
text in Church Slavonic ra 
of nine odes. It's a source thal Pirt 
has approached before in ti | 
earlier works, but here in thi | 
80-minute unaccompanied chor 
setting he gets to grips with all i 
resonances. The writing is mont 
mental, slow-moving and 


shift of texture or harmony takes 01 ( 
an exira significance. 


س 
Stravinsky: Mavra; Symphonlet |‏ 
Of Wind; Octet; Concertino‏ 
Kravtsova/Korzhenskaya/‏ 
Makrova-Mikailerko/Martynoy/‏ 
Netherlands Wird Ensamb!e/‏ 
Flacher (Chandos CHAN 9488)‏ 
£14.99 


HE one-act Mavra, based on 
short story by n 
ادا ا ا‎ 8 a 
Ru eritage. Lk 
works on this benen to e 
early 1920s, when B music 
ready crossed the divide b | 
the lush abrasiveness of his 
masterpieces and the clearcut 
malim of his neoclassical PE 


Bach: Engllah Suites NoS 1984 |* 
Murray Perahla 


ERAHIA'S Bach piva | 
PBP sometimes expansive: urge 
times much more 1ncisi r 
but always projected ا‎ 
late colour and P 


purist — Perahia uses, # 
piano and plenty of sust 
and is never afraid io gild 


ld a diol! 


. with thoroughly, romaolc e e fea 
„In every. Suite there 


vel * f: 
admire, and. often .to 1 AF 
While there . is ! nothing: e f 
movement seems 10 
with gtk mee 1 8 


To order any of these Dê 1 a. lk 
CutturaShop (gee pa0 

in the UK; 10% per GOIN 

and 15% In the rest: 0f 


not . performances ¢ 
appeal . to the „periodinstru ار‎ 


. muscular ا‎ piayî 


Meret SpE a 1 Swiss surrealist, E by Man Ray in 


Something happens here that isn't 
so obviously to do with black and 
white or colour, or politics, but with 
interpretation, which the Eggleston 
pictures leaves open. 

‘The final pictures move uneasily 
into the late eighties and nineties, 
with colour photographs by Nan 
Goldin and Richard Billingham, 
documenting their own lives. They 
call themselves photographic 
artists, but if there is any problem 
about the V&A starting a gallery for 
photographs when photographers 
are heading back for the art world, 
Mark Haworth-Booth seems uncon- 
cerned, It İs, after all, an argument 
that has gone on for as long as the 
museum hgs been collecting. 


19903, on show at the V&A 


slightly out-offocus, romantic- 
dream quality that makes them 
more like spiritual apparitions than 
people. 

There are two breaks in the show. 
One is physical, as the gallery shifts 
scale and dimension to accommo- 
date Helen Chadwick's instalation. 
The Oval Court, a deep blue pool! 
made from photocopied drawings 
that reaches up the slide of the 
gallery in collaged panels. The other 
is a conceptual break, between a 
black-and-white picture by the South 
African photojournalist David Gold- 
blatt, of a small white boy and his 
black nursemaid, and Williarn 
Eggleston's image of a kitchen sink 
flooded in yellow morning Hight. 


|26 ARTS 


Photo finish 


balanced lhe heavy holdings of 
1th century work with a nunıber uf 
important photographers fron the 
more modern end, 

Along with the gifts of prinis from 
photographers, the department has 
acquired books and prints from the 
V&A's own exhibitions — which is 
how it came to own john Deakin's 
1952 portrait of Francis Bacon anl 
David Bailey's 1964 portrait of Mick 
Jagger in a îırtrimmetl hood. 

The first paper negatives, which 
Fox Talbot niade by laying an object 
ou salt-washed sensitised papèr' in 
the summer of 1835, will be familiar 
to most people interested in the lıis- 
tory of photography, but it's wort 
stopping to think that 150 years of 
scientifically generated images 
grew from these simple exposures. 

The firat halfcentury was largely 
a race to the patents office, and the 
battle between France and Britain is 
represented by two daguerrotypes. 
One is the view down Parliament 
Street taken by a mysterious 
Miansieur de Ste Croix, who arrived 
in England İn 1839, demonstrated 
his slkilis, then disappeared, leaving 
the suspicion that Daguerre himself 
had been doing a little research. 

Two of the most prized collec- 
tions are represented by a beautiful 
print that catches the ald softened 
stone of Roslyn Chapel, irom Roger 
Fenton’s series on cathedrals, and 
Crustave Le Gray's The Great Waye 
At Sette, probably the first image to 
immobilise the sea on film. News 
from the colonies was brought by 
Algernon Hall's pictures of the 
newly minted township of Beech- 
worth, Australia, in 1866. Five years 
earlier, a photograph of the simple 
wooden Guard House on the 
Columbia River, talçen by the Royal 
Engineers, suggests the uneasy 
conquest of uncharted territory. 

In 1865, Julia Margaret Cameron 
was selling her first batch of prints 
to the museum. Cole would be her 
patron, offering her the use of a 
studio within the museum and tour 
ing her work around the country, 
Her three pictures here — The 
Dream, Floss And Iolanthe, and her 
portrait of Tennyson — all have that 


Liz Jobey tours the 
greatest hits of the 
V&A's new Canon gallery 


HIS MONTH the Victoria & 
Albert Museum in Londurı 
fnally openecl a permanent 

gallery to show some of the 300,000 
prints in rhe nalienal colectioıt of 
photographic art. The opening was 
the culmination of 10 years of 
planning Ior Mark Hawortlı-Baoth, 
ihe V&A's curator’ of photographs. 
Andi after years at the mercy of what 
he calls a “stop-go" economy, he lıas 
found liınself with nıore than he 
expected: 400 square metres of 
exhibition space on the ground floor 
of the main museum building and a 
five-yeaı' sponsorship from Canon to 
go with it. 

As far as the physical space goes, 
he has settled for a rather scholarly 
and restrained beige cube. The 
pictures are well spaced and hung 
rather low, so it's possible to see 
right in to the detall of the older, 
smaller pictures without craning 
upwards. 

This inaugural exhibition corr 
tains some of the colleclion's great- 
est hits. It covers the history of the 
medium in just under 100 prints, 
which alsa illustrate Haworth- 
Booth’s written history of the collec- 
tion, Photography: An Independent 
Art, published last year. 

There is a nice counterpoint 
between the flow of the photo- 
graphs, which seem to represent 
regular links in an unbroken chain 
of systematic purchasing, and the 
tex, which reveals just how chaotic 
and confused the buying process 

was, 

Looking closely at the purchase 
dates on certain pictures 
Steichen, Man Ray, Lee Miller, 
Hoyningen Heune — you see that 
they were bought 50 or 70 years 
after they were taken. They were 
acquired under the directorship of 
Roy Strong, who, like Henry Cole 
100 years before, made the 
acquisition and exhibiionrt of photo- 
graphy a priority. When Strong left 
the museum in 1987, he had 


used to be Carol jackson in East- 
Enders (trauma enough for any 
woman). This, too, was a roll-up, 
rollup opening episode. A murder, 
acar crash .. . a bit much maybe. 

Everything is a major new series. 
10 x 10 {(BBC2), bless it, is a minor 
series. You can’t imagine how the 
heart rejoices over . something 
short. These are 10-minute films 
from new directors. The Pawn- 
broker by Jo Roe was shot on 
Christmas Eve. Cralg was popping 
his TV (it's disconcerting how many 
people find their TVs dispensable at 
Christmas) and Peter. was redeem- 
ing his trombone. 

A trombone soundş. like a A some- 
thing sad with its foot stuck, You 
can see why: Peter’ found it sympa- 
thetic, He. has seen better days, "I 
was 1Û years with the Co-op. Iwas, 
in actual fact, .the. Advertising Pro-; 
motions Manager.”. He paused cand! 
sighed, “Until my career. was-lald to ; 
rest on the. ıaltar . of . someone's: 
advancement, , i 

Werner, who has lost some ا‎ 
along the way, had pawned eveèry-' 
:thing to buy: heroin. "Once „youve 
tasted it, you can never regain your | 
innoceuce." Or. your electric drill, 
your video recorder. or your. micro, 
wave... .Werner's., . mothef,., lke. 
Whistlers . mother, sant and مو‎ 
nothing, -- 


a human body is swaddle and 
shroud it. 

There was an entertaining, Mr 
Toad-like sequence in which Win- 
ston drove a rally car, explaining the 
while how bright his brain was. “Al- 
though I've only been doing it for a 
few hours, I can do at least a bit of it 
on autopilot," he sald and ran the 
car off the road. Off he jolly well 
went again. “My brain is now doing 
half a dozen tricky new jobs at once 
without my even thinking about it,” 
he said. (Lift off! Lift offl Lif aff” 
cried his whey-faced instructor. 
“Get yout brain in gear!”) Driving 


School? You can keep your Driving 


School. 

Out af Houra (BBC1), like a 
clever developer, has found a neg» 
lected hit of acreage in the over 
crowded medical profession: These 
are emergency doctors, on call after 
surgery hours. It seems they have 


their own drivers. ([ wondered who 


that second man was. I assumed he 
was there to, protect the doctor's 
virtue) The dtivers complement 


the doctors, who are in the usual 


emotional maelstrom. 


, There's the. nice, grey, putupon : 
one, the one with curls and a, 


fraught love life and the one who 


Winston's trust in statistics is 
touching in a grown man. He was 
busy to the end, filling buckets with 
Thames water, “This", he said, “is 
the amount of tears that an average 
person cries during a lifetime. A 
fraction under 65 litres. One million 
eight hundredl and fifty thousand 
drops. As far as we can tell, of all the 
animals in the world, only himans 
cry when were hurt or upset..." 

Shakespeare didn't think so. In 
the same scene as the seven ages of 
man -~- a lirıear look at life very lke 
The Human Body — there is a 
wounded, weeping stag. “Big, round 
tears coursd one another doun his 
inuncezt nose in pifeotis chase.” 

On the subject of deer, 1 wauld 
take Shakespeare's word. We now 
have a statistic about . scientists, 
They don't read Shakespeare. This 
prograınme was an.introduction to 
the main show,.as eyecatching as 
the parade which used to advertise 
a travelling’ çircus. The show Itself’ 


. will range from a baby's birth to an ' 
: old marr, dying ön. çamera. How! 
` mych. it is decent to see is a matter 


'of opinion. I was. nqt; even easy in 


my. mind about the tineup,of naked ). 


So much telly and so little Sex . 


TELEVISION 
Nancy Banks-Smith 


HE HUMAN BODY (BBC1) 
began with a maclıine-gun bar- 

rage of statiatics. Robert Winston 
cradled new-born Charlotte (“A bit 
of fat, a little sugar, a bit of protein, 
75 per cent water”, In her 79 years 
of life, ahe would, he said, spend six 
months in the loo, watch nıore than 
12 years of TV, talk on the phone for 
two-and-a-half years, kiss for two- 
and-a-lıalf weeka, grow two metres 
of lair up her nose, work for just 
over eight years, have 150 friends, . 
five lovers and sex 2,580 times. 

Poignantly (and this I da believe), 
two of her eight great grandchildren 
will not remember her name. Char- 
lottel [t's Charlotte! 

Tine has not witherecl the exuber- 
ance of Winston's moustache sirıce I 
saw it 20 years ago on Your Life In 


| Their Hands. It deserves a slatistic . 


of ils own. I am not so sure about ; 
Chavlatte's’ viewing, though. 1 make 
that about six hours, a night. Now I 
view şix hours a night and I find. it f: 
hard.to.fit ip five lovers, Unless, of ' 


course, you have. şex with, the TV | people İn this. programme. The first 


and last thîng we.instinctively do to 


on. Does that caunt or is it chéatlhg? 


1 
1 


SPORT 3! 


Golf 

Monty pips 
big play-off 
with birdie 


SK Coll Montgomerie 

which par-fîve, anywhere in 
the world, he would choose to 
play if he needed a birdie to win, 
and he would unhcasitatingly 
nominate the 18th on the West 
course at Wentworth. The hole 
fits his game perfectly and in 
nornul circumstances a four can 
bc guarantced, 

On Monday, though, in the 
Volvo PGA Championship, 
circumsiances were not all that 
normal. Tlıe Scot arrived at the 
18th necding a birdie to prevent 
a four-way play-off involving 
hinıself, Gary Orr, Ernie Els and 
Patrik Sjoland — and he has one 
of the worst sudden-death 
records among the top players. 

Moreover he ncedcd that 
birdie to win the small matter of 
£200,000 {$326,000), uninı- 
portant in itself to a multi- 
millionaire but a huge factor in 
eventually retaining his poniian 
us Europes No 1 golfer for ıı 
sixth successive year. He alsa 
needed the birdie to boost his 
position in the world rankings 
and, finally, to win lhe event he 
rates tlıe sixth moat important 
behind the four majors and thc 

Piayers’ Championship In the 
United States, 

Far from being the ensy birdie 
it often ia, the 18th on Nlonday 
was alınost Montgonıerie’s worst 
nightmare. The drive calls for a 
fade, and the Scot aliced it inta 
rough s0 deep he had to tike a 
wedge to hack it out, From tlıere 
he had to get it up and doy 
fronı 105 yards, and he hit 
another wedge to 9ft. 

The putt, of courae, then had 
to he holed and, in hig words, he 
“pusheci it just a hair”, Burt it 
cnught enough of the back rın of 
the hole to drop in, arıd a most 
unlikely birdie was achieved. 

Montgomerie ended with a 
1+1-under total of 274. It waa hls 
first wir İn the event and he was 
delighted, not simply because he 
hadl won but algo because of the 
players he had beaten. “The 
moat pleasing thing of the day," 
he sald, amiling, at the presenta- 
tlon ceremony, “is secing Ernie 
Els sitting there as runner-up.” : 

The Scot knows all about that 1 
seconcdi-best feeling. The South ! 
African has beaten hiın in a 
World Match Play Champion- 
ship final over thls course and 


` aso in two US Opêna, 


Els, aa he does, grinned geni- 
ally. He had his chances to win, | 
but wasted a shot in untypical 1 
faslıion at the 13th. One of the 
great holera-out, he three-puited 
from 20 feet to drop a vital shot, 
He did hole from 18ft at the 1 
17th to get hack into contention, "| 
but his eagle putt for 14 under at 
the fast, after a thrêe-wood and 
seven-iron to 1ft, finished two ` 
inches to the Jeft, 

However, Montgomerie could 
not stop the Els returning to the 
top of the Volvo rankings, wlich, 1 
with £369,000, he leads by 
£61,000 from Thomaa Bjorn of 
Denmark. José Maria Olazabal, 
who rounded off his elght-under | ! 


` total of 280 with three hirdlles, 


lies third with £296,000. 
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One that got away . . . Gareth Southgate watches as the Saudi goalkeeper blocks hig shot PHOTO: TOM JENKINS 


England draw air of scepticism 


launched from a solid defensive 
base. 

Last Sunclay Hodclle look his 
squafl lo La Manga more convinced 
than before of the neerl to use Paul 
Ince, unfit for this game, and Davitl 
Batty in midfield 1o win possession 
and prolecl England's back lhree. 

Uuwler Hoaddle, Cngland away 
fron Wembley have becn at their 
best when the prime need lıas heen 
lo contain the opposition and deny 
them altacking space, Jf the #xer- 
cise is successfully repeated in the 
opening phase of the World Cup 
then the match-winning qualities of 
Alan Shearer or Teddy Sheringham, 
Ûwen or Paul Scholes, could see 
thenı through to the next slage. 

If, however, England go behind 

against Romania or Colombia, al- 
ways assuming they have beaten 
Tunisia, then there wae little here to 
inspire confidence in their capacity 
to turn either of these matches 
around. 
@ Scotland, the ather home nation 
playing in a World Cup warın-up 
match, clinched a well-earned 2-2 
draw agaiıst Colombia in New York, 
the goals coming from Craig Burley 
and Jolın Collins. The game belweerı 
the Republic of Ireland and Mexico 
in Dublin ended in a goalless draw. 


after a season plagued by illness, 
Cheered on thousands of spectators 
lining the hilly, cobblecl course, 
Boardman averaged more than 
25mph. As if to underscore that;he 
is a serious coutender for firsl place 
when the race finishes in London on 
Sunday, the Merseysider won the 
first stage, whiclı ended in Newcas- 
tle ııpon Tyne. IL was only his sec- 
ond road race victory since he 
turned professional] in 1994. 


RELAND'S triple Olympic gold 

medallist Michelle Snıiitlı is to face 
a disciplinary hearing after it was 
revealed that the potentially lethal 
dose of alcohol found in the A sam- 
ple of her urine last January in an 
outofcompefition lest was also 
found in the back-up sample. 

Her solicitor, Peter Lennon, who 
watched the analysis of tle sample 
at a laboratory İn Spain, said: "Ti ap- 
pears she will be charged with phys- 
ical manipulation and nat the use of 
any banned substance." The ,28 
year-old swimmer is expected to 
face a dopiùg panel ofl Fina, the 
sports world governing body, next 
month. Smith insisted shê will fight 


` any formal charge. 


possibles rather than probables. 

Yet Hoddle's squad have the abi 
ity to reach the quarter-finals and, if 
Michael Owen is ready to {ake on 
the world, they could go all the way 
1o the final a1 Sainl-Denis on July 12. 
Equally they could suffer the fate of 
the Norwegians in the United States 
four Years aga and be on their way 
home before ınûst people realised 
tlıey hadi arrîvedl. 

The present England coacl) likes 
to keep everyone guessing about 
his leam and his tactics, which is 
fine if you have something worth 
keeping under wraps. Owen, the 
young Liverpoul striker, could be 
the ace up Hodldle's sleeve but, fail- 
ing that, the coach does not have 
much else (o spring upon the world. 

The game here, far from revealing 
anything new, merely dtepenel ex- 
isting fears about’ frailties in Eng- 
land's defence and midfield. Saudi 
Arabia, who reached the second 
round iı 1994 after rınning Holland 
clase and beating Marocco and Bel- 
gium (England's opponents in 
Casablanca this week), lave clearly 
benefited from he Brazilian coaclr 
ing of Carlos Alberto Parrcira, Witlı 
better finishing they night lave 
worl at Wenıbley through the speed 
and technique of counter-attacks 


biggest hone draw, with more than 
1 million spectators going through 
thle turnstiles al Old Trafford, 
Derby County recorded the biggest 
rişe İn attendances — up by a stag- 
gering 63 per cent at their new 
ground, Pride Park. 


AUL CAYARD and the crew of 

EF Language took second place 
in the final leg of the Whitbread 
Round the World Race as the yaclıts 
sailed up the Solent, improvîng their 
standing to take tlıe Volvo Trophy 
by a massive 135 points. Grant Dal- 
ton, racmg in his fifth Whitbread, 
won the leg and secured second 
place for his Merit Cup. Ten min- 
utes after ÊF Language arrived, 
Knut Frostad brought honie Innova: 
tion Kvaerner for third place and 
fourth overall. Swedish Match was 
third overall. ٍ 


HRIS BOARDMAN raced to 
victory in the: prologue ' time- 
trial stagéê. of cycling's Prudential 
Tour of Britain at Stirling — his 
1.7sec winning margin over the 
American George Hincapie a clear 


indication that he ia. back. on form’ 


David Lacey at Wembley 


LENN HODDLE was an- 

noyed but the baong witli 

which Weınbley greeled 
England's neutral performance in 
last Saturday's scoreless firaw 
against Saucli Arabia should have 
leen music to his ears. There is 
surely no danger now of Hocldle's 
ıeuııı entering tlle World Cup amid 
unreasonable public optiniism 
about their chances of winning it. 

Twenty years ago Scotland sei off 
for Argentina as the massed tartan 
cltoirs sang, “We're on the march 
with Ally's army . . ." Ally MacLeod's 
side were swiftly given their marelı- 
ing orders. 

Given the spiritual undertones of 
Englanc's preparations the Hacl 
squad might have left Wembley be- 
hind a Sally Army band. As it is, thie 
last of their warnrup ganles at 
lome has lent a healthy air of scep- 
ticism to English expectations. 

After the Saudi result, the reveal- 
ing 20 home defeat by Chile, the 
peclestrian 1-1 draw in Switzerland 
and last month's patchy 3-0 victory 
over Porlugal, there sliould he no 
illusions left about Englancl's posi- 
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Real grab 
final glory 


HE European Cup that Real 
Madrid were beginning to think 
dey woull never see again re- 
gef ta the Bernabeu last week 
an impudent piece of finishing 


Bd5 27 Ra4 Rec8 28 K2 Ql: 
29 Re3 Bb3! 30 Rxa5 Rxd4' 
31 Resigns. ] 
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terrant defending, writes David 
lacey in Amsterdam. 

Predrag Mijatovic's goal in the 
rih minute proved sufficient to 
ig Real the victory they de- 
#+rved for steaclily imposing their 
alhorlly on a Curopean Cup final 
ich produced an absorbing con- 
tof ideas antl sirategies. 

As the game ended Juventus 
unpel to their knees and stayed 
terê while Real danced on the 
pdiunı in the Amsterdam ArenÃ, 
fag the trophy aloft for the first 
Te since their predecessors de- 
led Partizan Belgrade 2-1 in 
“ussels in 1956, 

Ii was Real's seventh success in 
i lurnament, and the second de- 
al running for Juventus in their 
-t¢ successive European Cup Îfi- 
3. The victory guarantetdl Real a 
‘xe In next season's Champions 
rıgue after their failure to occupy 
: of the top two places in Spain. 
¥ Chelsea, hoklers of the Cup- 
ners’ Cup, will play thern for the 
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Max Euwe v Arnold Denke, 
Groningen 1946, It was round H1 of 
the first great post-war fouruanent, 
and US champion Denker felt «el 
satisfied. He was tied thir on 74, 
had already clrawı with the tap Rus 
sians Botvinnik and Snıyslov, and 
now haci a winning position against 
¢x-world champion Euwe. 

Suddenly he fell a tap on hiş shout 
dler. He laoked round at an apologetr 
organiser who said, “Mr Denker. 
there's a transatlantic call from yur 
wife in New York", The News wa 
bacl: his rivals Reshevsky nnd Fine 
hacl convinced the US teanı caplan 
Mauırice Wertheiıu that they should 
take the top two boards in the cûr , 
ing match aginst he Soviet Unions 
Moscow, Denker lial been huni er Cup in Monaco on August 28. 
atecl twice on top board bY Botvinnik season Juventus, having 
in the previous year, and was looking; n strong favourites to retain the 
forward to his chance of revenge. f£2by beating Borussia Dortmund 

Returning to the board, he mort BMesich, lost 3-1 after making ele- 
instantly, bhlundered into clefeat, and! ı ary errors at set pieces. Last 
was demoralised for the rest of  f.'X they were beaten after being 
tournament. In Moscow, Reshessk fF ‘ed to surrender an early inilia- 
beat Botvinnik in fine style on lif f: provided by Zinedine Zidane's 
board. “land vision in midfield. 

Denker played 1... c2. Why wë he basis for Real's victory was 
this a nıistake, and how could Î ğ-îsidel by a marvellous exhibition 
have won? " sitive defending. The goal 

„|. Edler a shot fron Roberto Car- 
Na 2524: 1 Nf3 Kx 2 NH Ku! 'idefected aff a defender and fell 
Be4 Kxe4 4 Qg4 mate, White's s* f “Ey for Mijatovic with the Juven- 
fices force the BK to make fatal 3P f + defence wrong-footed, Showing 
tures on adjacent squarê5s. f Tarkable coolness for a nan 
jlng his first goal in Ihe lourna 
Hl, Mijalovic dummicd the goal- 


Chess Leonard Barden 


APPELLE LA GRANDE in 

northern Trance is the fastest- 
growing open in Europe. Entries 
have quadrupled over a decade, and 
its 1998 edition had nearly 200 GMs 
and İMs among 637 players. Tie- 
breaks were used to split equal 
scores, just as well in a tournament 
where 29 players scored 7/9 or 
64/9, Russia's Igor Glek finished 
top of the heap with 7%/9. 

You have to be a tough cookie tû 
be sole winner in Cappelle, anc 
Glek revealed in Rochade Europa 
that he has used the McCutcheon 
French as a surprise weapon since 
1984 without losing a single game 
with it at regular time rates. Here 
Canada's No I is steadily outplayed. 


K Spraggett v I Glek 


1 e4 e6 2 d4 dö 3 Nc3 NfG 4 
Bg5 Bb4 Black's McCutcheon Bb4 
would be just as fashionable as 4dxc4 
or Be? if any of the top GMs played it. 
5 £5 h6 6 Bd2 Bxc3 7 bxc3 
Ne 8 Qg4 g6 9 Bd3 9 Bc1. keep 
ing the bishop pair, is also critical. 

Nxd2 1O Kxd2 c5 11 Q4 Bd? 
12 Nf3 Bc6 13 h4 Nd7 Guards fH 
against a queen invasion. 14 Rh3?! 
Qe7 15 dxc5 0-0-0 16 Nd4 
Nxc5! Not fearing 17 Nxc5 bxc6 18 
Rabi Rû7 wiıen White's weak pawns 
matter more than the open b file. 

17 Rb1 Qc7 Glek used Cap- 
pelle's mid-tournament [ree day to 
travel to a Bundesliga game where 
the world senior {over cham- 
pion Klovans also alowed the Mc- 
Cutcheon. Klovans varied earlier by 
11 Nf3 Bd? 12 Rab1 Bc6 13 Rlhıe1 Qe? 
14 h4 Nd7 15 dxc5 Nxc5 16 Nd4 (Û0 
17 Rb4 Qc? 18 Qf4 and now the two 
games are identical except that the 
white rooks are at b4 and e1 rather 
than b1 and h3. It's a better idea, but 
Glek won the other game too. 

18 QfG?! RhfS 19 f4 Ne4+l 20 
Bxe4 dxed 21 Rb4. White's de- 
fensive formation is leaky. If 21 h5 
gxh5 22 Rxh5 Rg8. Rd7 22 Kel 
Rfd8 23 a3 a5 Even better is Qa5! 
24 Kb2 Qc5 25 Nxc6 lxcêl 26 Rxe4 
a5 with a winning attack. 

24 Rc4 Qh6 25 Re3 Kh8 26 
Rel? Better 26 Nxc6+ bxcB 27 Rû4. 


ILLUSTRATION: ANN HOBDAY 


the white-headed duck is one of the 
continent's most threatened birds. 
By contrast, the ruddy duck has a 
growing North American populalion 
of more than 600,000, 

While the conclusion to be drawıı 
looks obvious, not everyone can 
agree, The proposed cost of the cull 
is more than $160,000, and some 
argue that there are higher priori- 
ties for Britain's conservation funds. 
Others see the suggested slaughter 
of this “unwanted” alien as a kind of 
ecofascism, and condemn the idea 
on moral grounds. 

And while the white-headed duck 
iş a symbol for Spanish environnen- 
talists, some British bird groups 
have adopted the ruddy duck as 
their own emblem. All these con- 
flicting sensitivities have confused 
the issue and brought it to a tempo- 
rary stalemate. Meanwhile Spanish 
canservationists are having to pa- 
trol their wetlands each winter anx- 
iously watching for the American 
invader, 
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Zealand where the indigenous grey 
duck was swamped by the intro 
duced mallard. 

To daie only 50 ruddy ducks have 
been seen iıı Spain, but since 1993 
they have turned up every year. 
There have also been more than 40 
hybrids, These birds have been 
eliminated, the cull was complicated 
and expensive and the Spaniards’ 
difffcullies can only mullüiply as 
ruddy ducks increase, 

Many argue that tlıe answer, like 
the problem, les in Britain, the main 
source of Europe's ruddy ducks. 
The Wildfowl and Welland Trust, 
the UKs foremost organisation in 
the conservation of ducks and 
geese, is one of the bodies prepared 
to contemplate a radical cull of 
British ruddy ducks in order to safe- 
guard the whiteheaded ducks in 
Spain. On the face of it, this makes 
perfect gense. The British govern- 
ment is obliged through several 
Europeaı Union dircctives to lıelp 
conserve European biodiversity, and 
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Mark Cocker 


HE white-headed duck is not 
a pretty bird. On seeing some 
recently in Spain I couldn't 
help thinking that they looked as if 
they'd enjoyed a long career in box- 
ing. The male has a large bulbous 
white head, whose main purpose 
seems to be as a counterbalance to 
an equally swollen blue bill, The two 
together give it a magnificent ugli- 
ness, rather like the faces of some 
17th centıry Hapsburg monarchs, 
Whalever its aesthetic qualities, 
the white-lheaded duck is a wonder 
ful symbol of Spauish conservation. 
From the 193Qa this specieg crashed 
to a world population of just 19,000, 
sprencl tlıinly ironı Kazakhstan to 
[beri By 1977 the Spanish birds 
were (lown to just 232 and Inoked to 
be heading for extinclion. But a con- 
certed campaign by Spanish envi 
ronınentalists have seen it expand 
today to more than 1,000, and they 
continue to spread outwards from 
an original Andalucian stronghold. 
Unfortunately, the duck is now 
encountering a fresh challenge, but 
not from habitat destruction, pollu- 
ton, or overhunting — the factors 
elsewlıere that maintain the bird's 
presence on a list of globally threat- 
ened species. In Spain the principal 
threat is from the bird's New World 
counterpart, the ruddy duck. 
Sharing the same white face, blue 
bill and sticky-up tail of its European 
sibling, the ruddy duck is an es- 
capee from wildiowl collections in 
England. Over the past 60 years this 
expatriate American has built up a 
population of several thousand, and 
the British increase has been the 
prelude to a continental expansion. 
The problem arises when these 
colonists arrive in whlte-headed 
duck country, because the two 
species readily interbreed, Being 
more aggressive and more flexible 
in its habitat requirements the 
ruddy duck haş a competitive ade 
vantage, and the tear is tlıat eveatu- 
ally it could genetically absorb its 
rarer relative and hybridise it into 
exlinclion — as lappened in New 
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